THE ROTARY CLUB OF CLAREMONT

VOCATIONAL SERVICES PROJECTS 2003 - 2006

 Environmental Science Bursaries are awarded based on need and merit to U C T postgraduate students studying and researching Environmental Sciences. Each applicant is interviewed to determine a fair distribution of funds. In most cases the interviews reveal tremendous dedication and courage. The more needy students survive from hand to mouth and have no funds available to pay university fees. Studying under these conditions must be very difficult.

     Budget: up to R60 000 pa. Total Donations to date approx R300 000

Educational and Training Grants for the Red Cross Children’s Hospital Staff - with the introduction of new technology and the exponential growth of knowledge, there is a need for the continuing education of staff responsible for the care of children at the Red Cross Children’s hospital to enable them to remain in the forefront of skills, knowledge and excellence in their fields.  Staff members who attend training courses are able to transfer knowledge and skills gained to other members of the health care team.

Kommetjie Environmental Awareness Group (KEAG) – A poverty relief campaign whereby teams provide general clean-up and environmental rehabilitation of the coast.  KEAG provides individually tailored skills development of each participant in the field of environment, waste, minor maintenance, safety and security, life skills and business development.  The aim is to give individuals the necessary knowledge and skill to find a job or to start and maintain their own business. 

In 2004 KEAG had an urgent need for a reliable bakkie. A suitable vehicle was obtained by the Rotary Club and donated to KEAG.

A great success has been the manufacture and marketing of objects d art from waste materials supplied by KEAG to various shops.
This project has grown through the selfless dedication of Wally Petersen who would welcome any offers of assistance. He may be contacted at 021-783 3433.

Cape Town Opera under the leadership of Angelo Gobatto is continually engaged in the operatic training of young disadvantaged people. Aspirant singers from the Eastern suburbs are trained and given the opportunity to perform in various operas and concerts. To date many singers have achieved professional status.

The Trauma Centre. Sarah Crawford-Browne has addressed the Rotary Club on several occasions to inform Rotarians of the work done by the center which has an all-encompassing programme designed to aid and counsel victims of injustice and violence. The club has donated R104 000 between 2000 and 2004.

The Big Issue is another deserving cause that provides employment opportunities to the unemployed. R9 675 was donated in 2000 to help cover running costs.

Simons Town Music Academy.

The Chairman of the Vocational committee, James Louw, together with Dave Williams and Bill Phillips attended a practice session of Ocean View Primary School band, which is run by the Simons Town Music Academy under the direction of Commander Mike Oldham SAN [ret]. A cheque for R15 000 was presented to Commander Oldham for use in securing musical instruments for the band.
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The music academy was formed under the sponsorship of the S A Navy to provide musical education to children from a disadvantaged background. At present programmes are run at Ocean View and Simons Town Primary Schools and at Masiphumelele and Redhill townships.

Commander Oldham is working toward building up a fifty-pupil band with the aim of presenting a concert toward the middle of the year 

Mike thanked the club for the donation and took the opportunity of explaining to the pupils what Rotary is and what it does for the communities such as theirs. He also empathized the need for them to reciprocate by working hard at school in order to achieve their ambitions and to make use of the opportunities offered by organizations such as Rotary                                                               Bill Phillips 19 Jan 2006

