The Rotary Club of Claremont - President’s Challenge

Each year the President of the Rotary Club of Claremont challenges all members of the Club to spend R1 000 of the Club’s benevolent funds on a charity or other suitable cause of their choice

Here is an example of a member’s choice

From the bi-weekly visits of Bonginkosi  Vayisi (Stanford) I became aware of the long hours he spent on his old fiets commuting from his home in Phillipi  to his gardening jobs in the Southern Suburbs. I decided to see what I could do to help him and also to make a contribution to Developmental cycling.

I approached Chris Willemse of Chris Willemse Cycles who agreed to match any amount contributed Rand for Rand to pay for a brand new racing bike for Stanford. Together with another member, Rochelle Myers, I contributed my share of the President’s Challenge fund to this worthy cause.

The Pedal Power Association also assisted by supplying Stanford with a much needed helmet and other cycling accessories.

All the negotiating and coordinating took far longer than expected and the 2003 “Argus” was nearly upon us. Stanford (he looks like a Rastafarian) was more than willing to accept the challenge of the race without any time for an organized cycling programme. The cycle tour organizers kindly registered him at no cost !

 March 16 arrived and Stanford arose bright and early, leaving home at 5am  – to make sure he arrived at the start on time.  En route to the start, a “good Samaritan” offered him a lift in his kombi thus ensuring that he did not arrive at the start in an exhausted state. Arriving early he was also able to linger and absorb the atmosphere of the occasion.

At last it was time for group KK to set off. Stanford found the race difficult especially Ou Kaapse Weg but fully enjoyed the comradery and the challenge. The only mishap he had was a flat tyre within site of the finish. Nevertheless he clocked an admirable 4hours 59 minutes (which was 30 minutes better than me). After the race he still had the courage to ride all the way home !!

He will be back next year and hopes to become involved with a local riding club. Stanford sends a big “thank you” to all who assisted him and special thanks for the beautiful bike.  And well done to you Stanford!!!

Rotarian Maurice Bergoff

