A thought to lift your spirits 

(and your aching legs) on Sunday

JUST remember next/on Sunday when you’re toiling up Suikerbossie, cursing yourself for your fantasies of  “Argus” glory, that but for you, and others like you, the children of St Joseph’s Home  probably wouldn’t have a  new van to take them to hospital.

The cash raised by the Cape Argus Pick n Pay Cycle Tour,  and other events such as the Discovery Cape Times Big Walk, makes a life-changing difference to thousands of desperately needy people throughout the Western Cape and even beyond.

The Rotary club of Claremont, a moving force behind the  cycle tour and its main charitable beneficiary, heard that St Joseph’s at Montana on the Cape Flats was struggling with an old van that was  constantly in need of repairs.

As it customarily does in such cases, the club investigated the Home’s problem, approved the purchase of a Toyota Avanza van and came up with the funds. 

 Last week  Maurice Bergoff, president-elect of  Claremont club handed over the spanking new white van, in St Joseph’s and Rotary “branding”, to Thea Patterson, the Home’s director and her staff.

The Home, started by the Pallottine Missionary Sisters in 1935, cares for 145 chronically ill children who have to be taken to hospital for regular treatment and check-ups. 

The van will meet another pressing need, carrying patients, and parents to and from their homes in an area poorly served by public transport, said resources director Luis Medina

“Most of our children come from informal settlements where clean water, electricity, sanitation and healthy food are in short supply.”

The informal settlements were breeding grounds for drug abuse, crime and opportunistic infections, said Medina.
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Father Pierre Goldie blesses the new Rotary van

                                                                                 (hi res pix attached)

“ Unemployment here is over 60 percent and mothers who 

work, usually as house cleaners for minimum wages, tend  

to be absent from their homes for long periods.

“Forty-five percent of our children are in treatment for up to a year, 20 percent for up to six months and 35 percent are in treatment for three months or less.”

The children live in five medical wards. During the critical phases of a child’s treatment, and just prior to discharge St. Joseph’s makes available room and board for the children’s parents.

It is at this stage that transport is critical  and the Rotary van will be invaluable in allowing families to spend precious time with their children.

“These two services provide the best booster shot for a child already facing a major illness”, said Medina. 







