The Positive Beadwork Project

This is a project developed in partnership between the Kidzpositive Family Fund (www.kidzpositive.org) St Cyprians School, The Rotary Club of Claremont, the Swiss-based Solon Foundation and First National Bank Fund. The purpose of the ‘PB’ Project is to provide HIV-positive mothers with an opportunity to earn an income to support their families.

The project was initiated through a grant of R4 000 from St Cyprians School to facilitate training and the purchase of raw materials (beads, cotton, needles).
HIV-positive mothers attending the Groote Schuur G25 Paediatric HIV/AIDS Service with their children were first taught to produce AIDS ribbons on a handloom and 
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then went on to learn how to make a range of other products, including bookmarks and a very popular beadwork Christmas Card:
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A contribution of R20 000 from The Rotary Club of Claremont served to augment or start beadwork projects at FAMSA, Thembalabantwana (Child Welfare), the Red Cross Association of SA, Fikelela (Anglican Church) and Umntha Welanga. 

Through a grant from the Solon Foundation, representatives from all these organisations have also been able to attend a beadwork management course presented for the Kidzpositive Family Fund by Janet Small. A donation of R80 000 from the First National Bank Fund facilitated the development of new products and the purchase of products to meet export orders.

The enterprise is flourishing with the help of Kate Gray and Eleanor Wright, two volunteers who responded to an article by Di Caelers published in the Cape Argus during November 2003.  

This is a job-creation project and is not intended to raise funds. Since starting in June 2002, more than 40 mothers have taken advantage of the opportunity. Some are making up to R800 per month – as much as they receive in grants from the Department of Community Development. 

There is gold in them there beads…    

� EMBED MSPhotoEd.3  ���





The Christmas Star





The Cycle Tour Bookmark
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