THE ROTARY CLUB OF CLAREMONT SUPPORTS THE “MAKE A DIFFERENCE” ( MAD ) FOUNDATION 
The MAD Foundation evolved from the tremendous inspiration which Francois Pienaar, the victorious 1995 RWC Springbok Captain, drew from his terminally ill Coach and Mentor, the late Kitch Christie. More information on MAD is available on: www.themadbunch.org.za
The Rotary Club of Claremont first became involved with MAD in 2009, when RCC embraced MAD’s Smart Brain Project – a literacy programme directed at benefitting children from disadvantaged communities. In recognition of their services to literacy and education to disadvantaged learners, RCC honoured MAD Founder and Chairman, Francois Pienaar, with Rotary International’s highest honour, the PAUL HARRIS AWARD. RCC acknowledged the contributions made by Madi van Staden, MAD’s National Education Programme Manager and Smart Brain Project Manager, by bestowing on her a VOCATIONAL AWARD Certificate. Pictured below are Madi, RCC 2009/2010 President, Debbie Nash and Francois.
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RCC has annually sponsored Smart Brain Projects, primarily in the Kayamandi and Rietenbosch areas near Stellenbosch. Pictured below with learners of the Rietenbosch Primary Schoolare, from left to right, headmaster Roy van Rooyen, Claremont Rotarians Clair Fichardt, Lester Cameron and James Louw, and Francois Pienaar.
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MAD currently supports some 74 full scholarship academically talented learners and some 330 learners who benefit from various broad-based educational programmes like “Smart Brain.” To date more than 1 700 learners have benefitted from MAD programmes, the highest achiever being Spencer Horne, a disadvantaged youngster from a single parent home in Kuilsrivier, who is currently studying Engineering at Harvard University, Massachusetts, USA.
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MAD SUPPORTS THE CAPE ARGUS PICK N PAY CYCLE TOUR
In 2004, Francois Pienaar and 12 friends,made up the first MAD group to enter the Cape Argus Pick n Pay Cycle Tour as a Charity Group. Steadily, over the years, the numbers in this group have swelled to 281 in 2011, and they are now classified as a Corporate Group. Celebrities who have participated in the MAD Group include Lucas Radebe (former Bafana Bafana Captain who completed a tandem ride with Francois), Josie Borain (former International Model), Scott Gibbs (former Wales and British Lions rugby centre), Jan Ullrich (1997 Tour de France winner). Pictured below with Francois Pienaar is actor Matt Damon, who participated in the wind-swept 2009 Cycle Tour and who acted the part of Francois in the movie, Invictus. MAD intends to swell the number of Argus participants to 500 for the 2012 race.
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