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COMMENT

G

eorge Bernard Shaw said one of the hardest things to do was to think. This is quite apparent when it comes to Comments for the Clarion. Somehow those down to do it, like myself, suddenly dry up in all original thought and just can’t find anything  to say. Worst of all is that we have 4 weeks to think about it and as the time draws nearer so the drought gets worse. My brains go into sheer atrophy and panic ensues.  . 

As editor of the Clarion for quite a few years, I have become aware of the problem as on a number of occasions I was left to write the comments myself. Then, in those bad old days I would enter into a tirade of missed opportunities and like our present editor simply say  ‘please do your duty’.

It is probably some sort of a disease that afflicts writers, akin to writer’s cramp. I couldn’t find it in my medical books but I think we can call it commentiphobiitis. Unlike the former, it occurs as the result of disuse, the fear and resulting in acute inflammation that occurs because we do it so seldom. As the saying goes, “if you don’t use it you loose it’ If we were forced to write comments more often, as I did while editor, the skill improves. Now I enjoy someone else’s hard work.

At any rate I would like to make a brief note about our Club.

B
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y most standards we are a rich club both in numbers of Rotarians, in workers and in finances, hence the wonderful ‘prize’s we got at the Uthango meeting last month. To maintain this momentum we must work on maintaining members, get new young Rotarians involved, work on the primary aim of Rotary, that is fellowship and keep all our members actively involved. I wrote some years ago about RINOS. It is very easy to slip into the idea ‘I’ve done my stint’. It is only when we all pull together, make our meetings fun and interesting, enjoy the company of all our members, especially the new ones andl pull their weight with projects, will we continue to be the club with the Cherry on the Top.

    Pres Jeanette receives R.I. awards from D.G.Metcalf Fick

Chris Rainier-Pope
This was in the Newsletter of the Strand Rotary Club 16th February 2004, which is something really worth thinking about.

Thanks to their Editor, Tracy Hamman

A LESSON TO BE LEARNED HERE! 

Keep this in mind the next time you either hear or are about to repeat a rumour. In ancient Greece (469 - 399 BC), Socrates was well known for his wisdom. One day the great philosopher came upon an acquaintance who said excitedly: 

"Socrates, do you know what I just heard about one of your students?"

Wait a moment," Socrates replied. "Before telling me anything I'd like you to pass a little test. It's called the Triple Filter Test”. 

"Triple filter?" 

"That's right," Socrates continued "Before you talk to me about my student, it might be a good idea to take a moment and filter what you're going to say. The first filter is Truth. Have you made absolutely sure that what you are about to tell me is true?"  
No," the man said, "actually I just heard about it and ..."

"All right," said Socrates. "So you don't really know if it's true or not. Now let's try the second filter, the filter of Goodness. Is what you are about to tell me about my student something good?"
"No, on the contrary ..." .

"So," Socrates continued, "you want to tell me something bad about him, but you're not certain it's true. You may still pass the test though, because there's one filter left: the filter of Usefulness. Is what you want to tell me about my student going to be useful to me?"

"No, not really."

"Well," concluded Socrates, "if what you want to tell me is neither true nor good nor even useful, why tell it to me at all?"

 This is the reason Socrates was a great philosopher and held in such high esteem.

Sounds remarkably like the 4-way test. 

Tracy Hamman

SERGEANT’S SPOT

Paul Roux presided and asked those present to carefully consider that, if Jimmy Warner had more hair and if it were blonde and if he wore an earring, he would look just like Shane Warne! ( If you ask,’ who is Shane Warne?’ then baseball is your game. Ed) Money was extracted from all present.

PRESIDENT’S SPOT

President Jeanette welcomed visiting Rotarians plus the visiting contingent of Rotary Cricketers from Australia and their two supervisors from the UK. She also welcomed the members of Kirstenbosch Rotary Club who were assisting in hosting the visitors 

The wine on the tables was provided by Bill Phillips who celebrated his 80th birthday and President Jeanette took the opportunity to present to Bill a Vocational Service Award. Double congratulations to Bill.

International Fellowship of Cricketing Rotarians

Jimmy Warner, who acted as Cape Town host, welcomed the visitors from Down Under and outlined the programme that had been arranged which included visits to Table Mountain, Cape Point and various vineyards in the Winelands. Two games of cricket would also be played, which left very little time for sightseeing and drinking.

Each member of the contingent then introduced himself and partner and listeners were assured that, individually and collectively, a good time was being had by all.

Some significant points that emerged were:

That October is a funny month because it is only then that a keen Cricketer finally realises that his wife left him in May.

We must be grateful to the English because they gave us the gift of Cricket.

A New Zealander is an Australian who can read and write.

A Gentleman is somebody who gets out of the bath to have a piddle. (Fred Trueman)

The visiting Rotarians from Australia were:


P Daly


R Davies


D Horsley


D Johns


P Kennedy


D Kirkby


I  Petherick


R Queale


J Sheldrick


B Souter


C Townsing


D Breusch 


P Stevenson


E Hill.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Cape Argus Pick n Pay Cycle Tour 
 14 March 2004
District 9350 Conference, Upington     7 - 9 May 2004 (Friday to Sunday)

Induction :  Chris du Plessis                   22 June   2004

Big Walk                                                       October 2004

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

Ken And Maureen Baard

Happy Anniversary to you

Quote for the Week

“Smoking kills. If you’re killed, you’ve lost a very important part of your life.”

Brooke Shields.

(With Thanks to UCT’s Sax Appeal 2004)

.

DUTY ROSTER

If you wish to change or swap duties- PLEASE INFORM our new Master Sergeant Lionel Morkel: 696 4898 will those who are down to do the Comment, please have a copy of the “The Object of Rotary” which is available in the Club Directory. The Assistant Editor should see that they come prepared on the evening and take notes of the Snippets, Spots, Presidents Spot and the Speaker. The “comment” should be handed to the editor at the Tuesday meeting. N.B. It would be greatly appreciated if copy could be sent to the editor, at the latest Wednesday evening, following the Tuesday meeting: Ed Pryor   Fax 021 761.3679

Or email  eddy01@mweb.co.za   

	Date
	9 March

18h15 for 18h45


	16 March

18h15 for 18h45 
	23 March

18h15 for 18h45
	30 March

18h15 for 18h45


	

	Venue
	Kelvin Grove
	Kelvin Grove
	Kelvin Grove
	Kelvin Grove
	

	Sergeant
	
	
	Warner
	Williams
	
	

	Attendance
	De Groot

Ryall
	CYCLE
	Ryall

Dekker
	Dekker

Selwyn-Smith
	
	

	Fellowship
	Septoe
	TOUR
	Smorrenburg
	Valentine
	
	

	Grace
	Kornmuller
	
	Lancaster
	Mc Carthy
	
	

	Intro Speaker
	
	FUNCTION
	Rogers
	Ryall
	
	

	Speaker
	Argus - Pick ‘n Pay Cycle Tour

Briefing
	
	Exchange 

Students
	Anton Groenewald

Events Office
	

	Thank Speaker
	
	
	White
	Du Plessis
	
	

	Object or Four Way Test & Comment
	Ress
	
	Roux
	Septoe
	
	

	Ast. Bulletin Editor
	Valentine
	
	Viljoen
	Willis
	
	

	Rotaract Club
	
	
	
	
	


Rotaract meetings are held under the Claremont Bridge (Camp Ground Road) on the first and third Tuesday of each month.

Lighthouse duty: if you swap lift duties, please advise Lionel Overmeyer 762-3162

	Lighthouse Club

Transport
	March18

Louw, Yang, Berghoff
	
	
	


PLEASE SHARE THE CLARION WITH YOUR PARTNER IN ROTARY!
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