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February is World Awareness Month

24 February 2004
COMMENT

This is a joke that is currently doing the rounds.  I sincerely hope that nobody is in any way offended when he or she reads it; to offend is not my intention.  Like so many jokes, the humour is created by the use of generalisation, which can be insulting.  (Think, for example, of all those blonde jokes!!)  However, there is something about this particular joke which has nagged at me ever since I first read it last week.  I think it is because of its cleverness and the subtlety of the social satire.  See what you think...

Last month the United Nations conducted a worldwide survey.  The only question asked was:

 “Would you please give your honest opinion about solutions to the food shortage in the rest of the world.”

The survey was a huge failure.

In Africa, they didn’t know what “food” meant.

In Eastern Europe, they didn’t know what “honest” meant.

In Western Europe, they didn’t know what “shortage” meant.

In China, they didn’t know what “opinion” meant.

In the Middle East, they didn’t know what “solution” meant.

In South America, they didn’t know what “please” meant.

And in the USA, they didn’t know what “the rest of the world” meant.
Ah, the wonderful power of the written word.  

Ever-the-English-teacher, Melissa McCarthy.

SPEAKERS

The meeting held on the 17 February was a combined meeting set up by Kirstenbosch Club for the express purpose of hearing Judge Mervyn King speak on Corporate Governance.

Rather than try to summarise a very comprehensive talk given by the man who must rank as the International expert on the subject, a few key points will hopefully give those who were unable to attend the meeting a sense of the subject.

Corporate Governance describes how a Company (commercial entity) is directed and controlled.

Those charged with the responsibility for directing the affairs of a company should exercise the following duties.


The duty of good faith.


The duty of care.


The duty of skill.


The duty of diligence.

In exercising these duties the Directors must ensure that the Company achieves Qualitative goals as well as Quantitative goals.

In directing the affairs of the Company the Directors must individually and collectively, submit their decisions to the following tests.

Is there any conflict? (Duty of good faith)

Do I have all the facts to enable me to make a decision? (Duty of care, diligence and skill )

Is this a rational business decision based on all the facts? (Duty of care, diligence and skill )

Is the decision in the best interests of the company? ( Duty of good faith, care and skill )

Is the communication to stakeholders transparent? ( Duty of good faith, Care and skill )

Is the Company acting in a socially responsible manner? ( Duty of care, diligence and skill )

Am I acting as a good steward of the company’s assets? ( Duty of care, diligence and skill )

Would the Board of Directors be embarrassed if their actions were subject to Public Scrutiny eg, publication as headlines in a national newspaper? (Duty of care )

All of these Questions require the application of Intellectual Honesty.

Profit together with Intellectual honesty is the essence of good governance

Finally good governance is a journey and not a destination.

News from Holland

Here is an extract from a letter received from Willemijn Aarden, our Rotary Exchange student from Holland, of a few years back. There is little doubt that she is a very bright person and one of our more successful students.
 

I am indeed busy with my studies. My study of medicine is going still very well. I have two sessions of lectures of each three months left and I need to do a medical research before I'll have a double graduation for medicine and clinical epidemiology (both MSc). As it seems now, I will be finished in December 2005. Thereafter I'll start my internships, which will last two years. However, my medical research topic is known since a couple of days. I will examine the relationship between total white matter volume and cognitive function. And I will study whether this is a risk factor for getting dementia later on. I have a well-defined cohort of 1100 people between 60-90 years old (The Rotterdam Study). When there is time left, I will study if there is a relationship between accumulation of iron in certain brain nuclear and dementia. Currently we are looking whether we can get money from certain foundations, but everything looks well. Final y I will try to publish this all in an international medical journal. In February/March 2005 I need to go to Cambridge university and in August 2005 to Harvard (Boston) or John Hopkins University. Happily enough, this is a scholarship! I feel very thankful and blessed to be able to do this all. For certain, I work very hard but I am loving it as well! 

Please send my regards to the Rotarians of RC Claremont and wish them luck with the Argus Cycle Tour. Thinking of you all,

Kind Regards, 

Willemijn
I wonder if she still as time to play the violin as she did for the club on a few occasions?
Chris Rainier Pope
FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Fun Frenzy – Diocesan College
   7 March 2004 

Cape Argus Pick n Pay Cycle Tour 
 14 March 2004
District 9350 Conference, Upington     7 - 9 May 2004 (Friday to Sunday)

Induction :  Chris du Plessis                 22 June   2004

Big Walk                                                     October 2004

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

26 February Perl Stead - Happy Birthday 

Paul and Pat DeGroot, Derek and Linda Smorrenburg – Happy Anniversary 

Quote for the Week

War does not determine who is right, war determines who is left.

DUTY ROSTER

If you wish to change or swap duties- PLEASE INFORM our new Master Sergeant Lionel Morkel: 696 4898 will those who are down to do the Comment, please have a copy of the “The Object of Rotary” which is available in the Club Directory. The Assistant Editor should see that they come prepared on the evening and take notes of the Snippets, Spots, Presidents Spot and the Speaker. The “comment” should be handed to the editor at the Tuesday meeting. N.B. It would be greatly appreciated if copy could be sent to the editor, at the latest Wednesday evening, following the Tuesday meeting: Ed Pryor   Fax 021 761.3679

Or email  eddy01@mweb.co.za   
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PLEASE SHARE THE CLARION WITH YOUR PARTNER IN ROTARY!
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