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February is World Awareness Month

17 February 2004
COMMENT

Comment 1

If you have something in mind you think could be of prime interest to your fellow members and should be printed in our Clarion, please do feel free to send it to the Editor as a comment, even if it is not your "supposed" weekly duty.

I know for sure that our Editor will be more than happy to have some comments in his sleeve in case those on duty are either late or short on ideas.....

Comment 2 

The meeting yesterday was quite interesting and it is quite unfortunate that our Guest Speaker had only a few minutes to answer the last question. I would just like to help him explaining, in order to avoid any misunderstanding, the France's position regarding the so-called ban of the Muslim headscarf.

France is the country of democracy of human rights. For several months, the State has been engaged in a very far-reaching, very detailed dialogue with the Muslim community allowing the Islam of France to organize its relations with the State.

Islam has of course its full place in France and is respected there and indeed it is to ensure respect for religions and beliefs that the State has to be neutral. This is the French tradition, a tradition of secularism, designed to promote integration and equality of opportunity, which in France requires neutrality in public affairs.

The legislation prepared in France is thus consistent with a very long-standing historical tradition.

It is false to say that it targets Islam . The ban on wearing the headscarf will be confined to State schools and civil servants when carrying out their duties.

Private, faith schools will not be covered by the legislation, nor will universities, public buildings and areas.

Discreet signs, for example a Cross-, a Star of David or hand of Fatima will of course remain allowed. On the other hand, conspicuous signs, i.e. those which stand out and denote religious affiliation, must not be tolerated. These -the Islamic veil, the Kippa or a cross of a clearly excessive size have no place in State schools.

For your info, the vote at the National Assembly on February the 10th gave the following result:

Members of Parliament : 530   ;   For : 494   ;   Against  :  36
SNIPPETS, GLEANINGS AND SPOTS

Jimmy Warner - asked if there are any members who are able to host a group of Australian cricketers, from 2 – 6 March 2004.  There are 11 couples and 3 singles.

He also asked for hosts for the GSE Team from 9 – 12 May 2004.

Paul Roux - spoke about a girl, Diane. She is 17 years old and is a patient at Groote Schuur Hospital.  She is in need of various operations/treatments, which sadly are not possible at present due to her health. He said that she would not be able to go to school for about six months and if she had a computer while in hospital it could help her.  Paul made a request to anyone who had not yet spent their President’s Challenge money to consider assisting in getting a computer. He also asked if anybody had an old computer that could be upgraded to get in touch with him. 

Lionel Morkel - next week’s meeting is being hosted by Kirstenbosch Rotary Club.  It will be held in the Ball Room at Kelvin Grove.  He asked members not to forget to give apologies to Veemla (although it is a partner’s evening it will not be assumed that members will be bringing a partner). 

Roland Willis - informed members that the induction dinner of PE Chris du Plessis will be held on 22 June 2004.

Eion Brown - spoke about the Interclub Exchange from and to Reunion.  Eion gave some further details about the trip.  The group from Reunion would come to Cape Town from 7 to 14 October 2004 and we would go there from 24 to 31 October 2004.

He noted that there were three travel options:

1.  CT – JHB – RUN – JHB – CT

R3885 excl taxes   

these fares are for a minimum of10 people travelling

2.  CT – JHB – RUN – Mauritius - JHB – CT

R4600 excl taxes   

3.  CT – JHB – RUN – Madagascar - JHB – CT
R5000 excl taxes   

John Ryall - mentioned that he had given his President’s Challenge to LEAF College, which he does each year.  He said that the college had been looking for an old computer, which he had managed to organize. 

SERGEANT’S SPOT

Frank noted the as it is Wendy Cheek’s birthday today, that Roy has obviously taken her out for the evening.  He asked Joe White to pay a fine on Roy’s behalf.  The same went for John Cook’s birthday day, he asked John Burdes to pay a R2 fine on John Cook’s behalf.

He reminded us as well as Debbie that it is her wedding anniversary on the 14th.

Conference – Frank, asked who had sent in their forms for conference.  The number stayed the same as last week, i.e. two.  He also asked that those who had indicated that they were going to send in their forms and fined them for not having done so.

Those interested in going by train should let Attie de la Rey know by 15 February 2004.  At this stage it looks like the train won’t be going.

Frank will let those going to the Game Park have further details shortly.

PRESIDENT’S SPOT

Welcomed our speaker, Bruno Clare, the French Consul.  When she had asked him what he liked about Cape Town he had replied “the ambience “.

Jeanette asked Alois to introduce his guest Gavin Hofmeyer.

She mentioned that the Inner Wheel Club of Claremont had sent a letter of thanks for the R20 000 donation we had given them.

She also thanked Alois and Marty for hosting a wonderful fellowship event, organized by the  Inner Wheel Club, this past Saturday at their home in Betty’s Bay.  George Viljoen was thanked for the “braaing of the beast”. 

GSE team leaders – Jeanette wanted to remind members to nominate those who are eligible to be a team leader before 28 February 2004.  The teams are going to the Netherlands and Arkansas.

HIKEFOR has organized a walk this Sunday, 15 February 2004 to look at the Disas on Table Mountain.  If anyone is interested speak to Jeanette

Jeanette drew attention to the DG ‘s newsletter particularly to the details about publicity for Rotary.  Ken Sturgeon said that he was facilitating the process and that Kathy Stagg was putting the supplement together for the Argus newspaper.

Jeanette stated that it was time for the Club to get new t-shirts.  As most members agreed she offered to arrange for a rep from the company that makes the souvenir clothing for the Cycle Tour to visit her to show her some samples.

Jeanette mentioned that Manfred Klose had informed her that on 23 February 2004, a new Rotary club, Tygerberg, will be chartered.   The dinner will be held at the Durbanville Race Course, time: 7pm for 7.30 pm, cost R95 p/p and it is black tie. As there will be a Board meeting that night only Chris du Plessis will be going to represent the club.  Anyone else, who would like to go, please RSVP to the people noted below.  Jeanette said that she had agreed that our Club would donate a lectern to the new club. 

RSVP     By latest Thursday 19th February 2004 to
                             Mercia Ludski Tel / Fax (021) 976 3941 (H) or 

               
     Gordon Ludski   Cell. 083 655 8700

SPEAKERS

Alain introduced Rotarian Bruno Clerc, the French Consul, on behalf of the International Committee.

Bruno spoke about the relationship between South Africa and France.  He noted how far South Africa had come in this decade of democracy.  He said that Nepad played a very important role, as it is an African initiative and not something that originated in the 1st world.   

He felt that the relationship between South Africa and France is a good one and this can be seen by the number of French companies that are trading in the country.  He said that South Africa had come a long way in the last 10 years and is certainly becoming more of a global player in the international arena.

Paul Roux (a Huguenot) thanked the Consul and presented him with a bottle of the club’s wine, which had been draped with a ribbon in the French colours by a certain Past President who shall remain anonymous.

Last Night of the PROMS

The Rotary Club of Wynberg has once again arranged this popular event for 12 March at the Cape Town City Hall.

The proceeds will be directed towards funding the cost of equipment in the Oncology Unit at the Red Cross Children’s Hospital

Contact Roger Wasdell 083 379 6658 for further information.

UPINGTON CONFERENCE TRAIN

Details regarding this train were published in the Clarion 30 # 26 of 18 January 2004.

Rotarians wishing to use this train must book on or before 15 February.

Contact PP Attie de la Rey of the Worcester Rotary Club at Fax 023 342 5462 or e-mail rey@intekom.co.za 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Fun Frenzy – Diocesan College
   7 March 

Cape Argus Pick n Pay Cycle Tour 
 14 March 2004
District 9350 Conference, Upington     7 - 9 May 2004 (Friday to Sunday)

Induction :  Chris du Plessis                   22 June   2004

Big Walk                                                       October 2004

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

21 February Carole Overmeyer - Happy Birthday 

Congratulations to you
Quote for the Week

One swallow does not necessarily make a summer but a case of good wine will surely help.

DUTY ROSTER

If you wish to change or swap duties- PLEASE INFORM our new Master Sergeant Lionel Morkel: 696 4898 will those who are down to do the Comment, please have a copy of the “The Object of Rotary” which is available in the Club Directory. The Assistant Editor should see that they come prepared on the evening and take notes of the Snippets, Spots, Presidents Spot and the Speaker. The “comment” should be handed to the editor at the Tuesday meeting. N.B. It would be greatly appreciated if copy could be sent to the editor, at the latest Wednesday evening, following the Tuesday meeting: Ed Pryor   Fax 021 761.3679

Or email  eddy01@mweb.co.za   

	Date
	17 February

Combined Clubs 

Grill Room 18.30 for 19.00
	24 February

18h15 for 18h45
	2 March

18h15 for 18h45
	9 March

18h15 for 18h45

	Venue
	Kelvin Grove
	Kelvin Grove
	Kelvin Grove
	Kelvin Grove

	Sergeant
	Overmeyer
	Parlabean
	Roux
	
	

	Attendance
	Bohlmann B/

Burningham
	Burningham

Burdes
	Burdes

De Groot
	De Groot

Ryall
	

	Fellowship
	Ress
	Roux
	Selwyn-Smith
	Septoe
	

	Grace
	
	Harding
	Huchon
	Kornmuller
	

	Intro Speaker
	
	Rogers
	Warner
	
	

	Speaker
	Judge Mervyn King
	Ian McCallam

Ecological

Intelligence
	Committee

Jimmy Warner

to organise
	Argus - Pick ‘n Pay Cycle Tour

Briefing

	Thank Speaker
	
	Sturgeon
	Surve
	
	

	Object or Four Way Test & Comment
	Mc Carthy
	Phillips
	Rainier-Pope
	Ress
	

	Ast. Bulletin Editor
	Pryor
	Ress
	Sturgeon
	Valentine
	

	Rotaract Club
	Cheek/Burdes
	
	Jeffrey/Dorat
	


Rotaract meetings are held under the Claremont Bridge (Camp Ground Road) on the first and third Tuesday of each month.

Lighthouse duty: if you swap lift duties, please advise Lionel Overmeyer 762-3162

	Lighthouse Club

Transport
	February 19 Willis, White Warner
	
	March18

Louw, Yang, Berghoff


	


PLEASE SHARE THE CLARION WITH YOUR PARTNER IN ROTARY!
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