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COMMENT
When violence threatens to become epidemic and genocide and organised rape takes the place of diplomacy, the usual moral, religious, and philosophical explanations for human behaviour seem inadequate

To help us understand what is happening, Lyall Watson redefines good and evil in biological terms. Drawing on the latest insights of evolutionary ethology, anthropology and psychology, he takes a fresh look at life and the problems our species face as a result of being too numerous, too greedy or too mobile.”

This is the synopsis of a book I came across some time ago, titled  “Dark Nature, the natural history of evil “ written by Dr.Lyall Watson.

I found it in my search for guidelines to live by, in a time with so much evil all around us, not only commonplace in S.A. but wide spread all over the world. I wanted to try and understand the nature of evil: where does it come from? How do we deal with it? What are the motives of the perpetrators, and the needs of the people who have been affected by it? Do we simply accept it as part of our lives? Or is there a constructive way of fighting it, and thereby be able to help “lift it out “of the world we live in.?

 From the evil powers of witchcraft to the peace loving head hunters of the Amazon, this book is rich in stories gained by the author’s  lifelong explorations around the world.

His arguments are refreshing and thought provoking, linking facts and ideas from all directions. His chapters on themes like the ecology, the anthropology, the psychology, and the identity of evil illuminate his views and are always interwoven with the history of mankind and its environment.

He urges us to take a hard look at evil and wickedness and confront it.

His book leads the way and you don’t have to be a biologist to understand the language.

I found it fascinating reading, entertaining, stimulating and strangely reassuring, giving me answers in many ways, though not always the kind I expected…often raising more questions. But isn’t that what we all need? I hope this “Comment” will have raised your interests in a better understanding of humanity.

Dr.Lyall Watson is a scientific nomad. Born in Africa; educated in Holland and Germany, taking his doctorate at the London zoo; He has been involved in anthropology in Jordan, Nigeria, Indonesia and Brazil; archaeological excavations in Israel, Turkey and Peru;  palaeontology in South and East Africa; marine biology in the Indian Ocean; botany in the deserts of Sonora; medical research in the Philipines.

He is author of many other books, including several best sellers like Supernature, the Lightning bird, Life tide, Heaven’s breath, and the Biology of Death, all of which I have hugely enjoyed because of his erudition and deep insights into human behaviour and beliefs.

Els Dorrat
Website for the Upington Conference: www.upington.net
PRESIDENT’S SPOT

President Jeanette Leng welcomed visiting Rotarians Tony and Julia Canham from Roggebaai, Dr Hal and Betty Walker from California and Honorary Rotarian Charles Ford.

Also welcomed were Special Guests Mrs Kontyo and her Daughter,Nomathemba.

President Jeanette announced that a cheque for R 20 000 was handed to the Claremont Inner Wheel in recognition of their support for Claremont projects.

CORPORATE GOVERNANCE

Kirstenbosch Rotary Club has invited Rotary clubs to a presentation on Corporate Governance to be delivered by Judge Mervyn King at a special Rotary meeting to be held on Tuesday, 17 February in the Kelvin Grove Ballroom @ 18.30.

The cost will be R 85 per person and members who wish to attend should hand their payment over to Lionel Morkel at the 27 January meeting.

Should you wish to attend but not be attending the 27 January meeting, please contact Lionel Morkel and make payment arrangements. 

SPOTS AND SUNDRIES

Friendship exchange to Reunion Island.

Eion Brown advised that provisional arrangements would be for the Reunion delegation to visit Cape Town on the week beginning 2 October and for the Claremont delegation to visit Reunion in the week beginning 30 October.

Air fares CT-Jhb-Reunion/return have been provisionally costed at R 4500 pp but depending upon final numbers this could reduce.

Accomodation/meals would be provided by the Host club providing Home hosting. 

Please indicate your interest to Eion Brown who is coordinating the project.

Chris Rainier-Pope advised that copies of Uthango news were available for those who do not have e-mail.

Roy Cheek reminded members of the Fun Frenzy project on 7 March and called on members for their support.

Debbie Harding will take over Vicky Kempthorne’s  Cycle Tour responsibilities and would appreciate assistance.

Gerald Ress reminded members of the Grand Opening of the Uthango Project on 27 January at 16.30 at Nordhoek.

Thereafter at 18.00 the regular club meeting will commence at the same venue in Noordhoek. Please bring your own drinks, food will be available at R 30.

Melissa McCarthy updated the meeting on the activities of our Ambassadorial student Kerry.

Dave Williams has been contacted by the Rotary Club of Port Elizabeth, who have organised a country wide Careers Counselling project. They have booked the Baxter Theatre for 2,3,4 March and would appreciate assistance on Careers guidance to young people.

John Burdes advised that there were still a few tickets untaken for the Phantom of the Opera evening. Would those who have booked please contact John re payment.

The Inner Wheel Club have arranged a fellowship day at the home of Alois and Marty Kornmuller, Lipkin Road, Bettys Bay on 7 February. Lamb on the spit and /or chicken will be provided at a cost of R 25 pp. Please bring your own drinks,chairs, plates and cutlery and possibly small tables. Would those wishing to attend please contact Marty at 021 674 1701 before 2 February.

The Drankenstein Rotary Club are holding a Hobbies Fair on 26 and 27 March 2004 in Paarl.

Share your hobby withal by taking a stand at the Fair. Thecost of the stand will be R 200 and for detailed arrangements contact PP Aubrey Wilkinson---  aubrey.w@mweb.co.za

SERGEANT’S SPOT

PP Alain Huchon entertained the assembly and extracted cash from sinners.

Unfortunately due to Alain,s Frenglish accent, which was impossible to understand, the scribe for the evening ( Alois KornMuller!!!) could only be vague.

GUEST SPEAKER

PP Paul de Groot introduced Nomathemba Kontyo age 16 and Dr Hal Walker provided additional insight into the magnitude of Nomathemba’s achievements.

Nomathemba was selected, from an initial list of 500 applicants from all over the World, to be one of 16 young finalists who will visit the USA as guests of NASA.

In order to be selected she was subjected to a final interview conducted telephonically from the USA and also had to submit an essay regarding NASA’s current mission to Mars.

Nomathemba is the only delegate chosen from Africa ,a significant personal achievement.

Nomathemba read extracts from her prize winning essay to the Club and what impressed was her positive attitude that ‘everything is possible in life if one puts one’s mind to it’.

PP Gerald Ress thanked Nomathemba for her presentation and expressed the pride of the Club in being associated with Nomathemba and her achievement.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

27 January Uthango opening ceremony 16.30

   I February Kromboom Rotary  An opera in a convent Garden
  7 February Inner Wheel braai Bettys Bay
17 February  Judge Mervyn King presentation on Corporate Governance
 7  March 2004  Fun Frenzy
14 March 2004 Cape Argus Pick n Pay Cycle Tour

7 to 9 May 2004 District  9350 Conference, Upington,

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

 Happy Birthday to Marty Kornmuller on 27 January  and Shona Sturgeon on 3 February. Happy Anniversary to Roland and Ingrid Willis on 24 January and Jaap and Liz Dekker on28 January.
DUTY ROSTER
If you wish to change or swap duties- PLEASE INFORM the Sergeant on duty for that Date. Will those who are down to do the Comment, please have a copy of the “The Object of Rotary” which is available in the Club Directory. The Assistant Editors should see that they come prepared on the evening and take notes of the Snippets, Spots, Presidents Spot and the Speaker. The “comment” should be handed to the editor at the Tuesday meeting. N.B. It would be greatly appreciated if copy could be sent to the editor, at the latest Wednesday evening, following the Tuesday meeting: FAX: 021 761 3679

 E-mail: eddy01@ mweb.co.za
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Rotaract meetings are held under the Claremont Bridge (Camp Ground Road) on the first and third Tuesday of each month.
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