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COMMENT
This edition of the Clarion is a bit of this and a bit of that and covers our Christmas Party and the informal meeting held on 6 January. 

Thank you to Chris du Plessis for his contribution covering our Christmas party . 

In taking over from Peter Holmes as editor I have come to appreciate the great job that he did and I would like to record my appreciation for the assistance given to me with the transition. However, life is not simple and in that context, should you have an e-mail address and not receive this bulletin then it means that I have got the wrong address. So send me your correct address and all will be well (with apologies to the Irish).

 Finally, some stern words from Lionel Morkel  

The smooth running of the club depends largely on how the members fulfil their responsibilities and after six months the new master- sergeant , who is now an old master- sergeant, would like to raise a few points.

· You are responsible for your duties and replacements/swops are to be done by you not me 
· The one duty most neglected is that of fellowship. It is an awful experience to walk into a strange Rotary club where everyone ignores you. I have had the experience and it is not very pleasant. 
· The sergeant on the night is not a prima donna appointed to entertain us. The sergeant on duty must remind everyone of their duties. He/she must ensure that the meeting runs smoothly and that decorum is maintained. Of course, the entertaining part is also important. 
· Etiquette demands that we apologise if we cannot attend a meeting. The club is billed for all meals booked but not taken, so you will be billed accordingly. I am going to suggest to the board that non-eaters who do not apologise, should be billed R10 if they do not apologise (that etiquette thing!) 

Please co-operate so that we can have a happy, smooth-running club.

 

Website for the Upington Conference: www.upington.net
PRESIDENT’S CHRISTMAS PARTY SPOT

President Jeanette extended a warm welcome to everyone present especially to guests and the visiting Rotarians, Betti and Hal Walker from America and , of course, Rob Wallace from the Grecian Isles.

She set the scene by announcing that formalities will be held to an absolute minimum as the emphasis would be on fellowship and festive celebration and enjoyment.

She thanked the Social Committee , Gill & Brian Bohlman and Roy Cheek for organising the function for the evening and with special thanks ( and a small token present) to Anne Lancaster for the very special festive pink table decorations.

Pres Jeanette singled out Peter Holmes and expressed her heartfelt thanks ( with a hearty bottle of wine) on behalf of the Club for his work and efforts as Editor of the Clarion and wished him well with his stay in the land of blue skies, biltong and braaivleis.

She also took the opportunity of thanking John Burningham for his excellent ‘Comment’ in the last Clarion , which clarified the purpose and function of the various Trusts and their relationship with the Club. This is an important issue which needed to be addressed.

JOURNEY BACK IN TIME
Brian Bohlmann on ‘power point’ and Roy Cheek on the microphone  then took the gathering on a brief tour back in time, by flashing on the screen early photos of Club members and spouses. This exposition was most interesting leading to the inescapable conclusion  that all kids were cute , pretty and adorable when young and whilst the ladies tended to remain so with the passage of time ,  the men,  by comparison , should have remained young!

The easiest photo to recognise was that of young Jimmy Warner …who even at the age of  2 ½ had his mouth wide open! The only exhibitionist in the collection was Ed Pryor …and despite the bow in his hair which nobody noticed, there was little difficulty in identifying his gender! The two best pictures were those of Maurice Bergoff who was flashed imitating a miniature  Michelin Man, happily taking it lying down and Stan Leng……it was obvious from the photo and the set of the jaw that he was going to be a founder member of the Club , a President, a DG and marry a President!!

The show was most illuminating and entertaining ,  Brian & Roy were thanked for their efforts and hard work

PRESIDENT’S NEW YEAR SPOT

Pres Jeanette wished us all a Happy New Year and thanked all who had participated in the Christmas Party with a special thanks to Brian and Gill Bohlmann for their contribution.

Thanks also to Hassan Surve for organising the Christmas evening for the elderly

SPOTS AND SUNDRIES

Henry Septoe managed to get Peter Holmes to break his New Year resolution never to have supper at a Rotary meeting

Paul de Groot thanked all present and not present for their contribution to the success of Uncle Willys 

Peter Holmes (who is moving to the Univ. of Free State) thanked all for the time that he had had as a Claremont Rotarian and left the following words of wisdom.

“ When Armageddon happens, head for the Free State because everything happens there but Twenty years later”

John Ryall’s daughter played a fairy at Uncle Willies and noticed that the list of fairies on duty was split into ‘Believers’ and ‘Non-Believers. She wondered why there were so many Jewish fairies.

Chris Ranier-Pope in his role as Santa received


A list of all the gifts required for her whole family from one little girl.


Another presented him with her dummy (clever Mum)

Chris’ wife Jill, did duty at the entrance to Uncle Willys and was advised by one Family that they would not be handing in their food as they had brought along their own Kosher food.

And finally from the Argus

It was a chilly winter’s afternoon and Mummy was baking cookies while little Mary lay on the floor reading a book about wild animals.

After a while Mary looked up and asked: “Mummy how do lions make love?”

And without thinking, her Mummy said: “ I really don’t know dear. All your father’s friends are Rotarians.”

KROMBOOM ROTARY

AN OPERA IN A CONVENT GARDEN

The Kromboom Club is promoting a musical  evening which will be held in the gardens of the Springfield Convent on Sunday 01 February 2004 @ 17.30.

Book via  the002@mweb .co.za or phone 021 869 8345.

Cost   R 50 pp adults

           R 25 pp scholars


Under 12 years free.

This fund raiser is in aid of a Community Youth and Aids Centre in Langa

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

 7  March 2004  Fun Frenzy
14 March 2004 Cape Argus Pick n Pay Cycle Tour

7 to 9 May 2004 District  9350 Conference, Upington,

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

 Happy Birthday to Roy Cheek and Ingrid Willis on 2 January ,Stan Leng on 7 January , Anne Lancaster on 10 January ,Frank Muggleston on 16 January, Eve Ress on 17 January and Abeida Surve on19 January. 

Happy Anniversary to Jimmy and Louise Warner on 10 January 
DUTY ROSTER
If you wish to change or swap duties- PLEASE INFORM the Sergeant on duty for that Date. Will those who are down to do the Comment, please have a copy of the “The Object of Rotary” which is available in the Club Directory. The Assistant Editors should see that they come prepared on the evening and take notes of the Snippets, Spots, Presidents Spot and the Speaker. The “comment” should be handed to the editor at the Tuesday meeting. N.B. It would be greatly appreciated if copy could be sent to the editor, at the latest Wednesday evening, following the Tuesday meeting: FAX: 021 761 3679

 E-mail: eddy01@ mweb.co.za
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PLEASE SHARE THE CLARION WITH YOUR PARTNER IN ROTARY!
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