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NOVEMBER IS ROTARY FOUNDATION MONTH.
Our Assistant Bulletin Editor produced this late edition to last week’s Clarion which had been forwarded timeously but disappeared into cyberspace.
President Peter Trebble opened the meeting by asking members to observe a moment of silence in respect of the passing away of Jennifer Septoe and to celebrate her life.

SPOTS
The first spot went to Henry Septoe who thanked the Club and members for the support the family had received over the past 18 months during Jennifer’s illness.

John Burdes thanked members on behalf of the Big Walk Trust for all their help on the Big Walk. Notwithstanding the rain, he estimated that about 23 000 walkers took part on the day.

Paul de Groot said the response to the Uncle Willy’s roster duties had been poor and urged members to please come forward – planning and arrangements of duties were being held up. He also informed the meeting that there will a work party this Saturday from 10h00 -18h00 at Marsh to attend to minor works and repairs.

Chris du Plessis is still looking for one Claremont Rotary Club pull up banner – please check your car boots.

Debbie Nash informed the meeting of the raid to Melkbos Rotary Club on 29th November. Partners are most welcome to attend and directions to the venue will be circulated. She also confirmed that the Club’s Christmas Party will take place on 15th December at the Westlake Golf Clubhouse.

George Viljoen brought greetings from Alois Kornmuller who was back at home. He conveyed Alois’s thanks and appreciation for all the messages of good wishes he received whilst in hospital. George also went on to thanked all the Start Controllers at Fish Hoek beach who braved the rain at 5am on Sunday morning with the starts of the 50km and 25km walks.

Lester Cameron thanked Big Walk Start controllers of Simons Town, Fish Hoek and Retreat for a job well done.

Malcolm Dodds also acknowledged his appreciation for all the help received at the Retreat start.

MASTER OF CEREMONIES SPOT

Clair related the following story

Is this man truly a genius? 
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An economics professor at a local college made a statement that he had never failed a single student before, but had recently failed an entire class. That class had insisted that Obama's socialism worked and that no one would be poor and no one would be rich, a great equalizer. 

The professor then said, "OK, we will have an experiment in this class on Obama's plan".. All grades will be averaged and everyone will receive the same grade so no one will fail and no one will receive an A.... (Substituting grades for dollars - something closer to home and more readily understood by all).

After the first test, the grades were averaged and everyone got a B. The students who studied hard were upset and the students who studied little were happy. As the second test rolled around, the students who studied little had studied even less and the ones who studied hard decided they wanted a free ride too so they studied little. 

The second test average was a D! No one was happy. When the 3rd test rolled around, the average was an F. 

As the tests proceeded, the scores never increased as bickering, blame and name-calling all resulted in hard feelings and no one would study for the benefit of anyone else. 

To their great surprise, ALL FAILED and the professor told them that socialism would also ultimately fail because when the reward is great, the effort to succeed is great, but when government takes all the reward away, no one will try or want to succeed.
Could not be any simpler than that.
Remember, there IS a test coming up. The 2012 elections.
 

These are possibly the 5 best sentences you'll ever read and all applicable to this experiment:

1. You cannot legislate the poor into prosperity by legislating the wealthy out of prosperity.

2. What one person receives without working for, another person must work for without receiving.

3. The government cannot give to anybody anything that the government does not first take from somebody else.

4. You cannot multiply wealth by dividing it!

5. When half of the people get the idea that they do not have to work because the other half is going to take care of them, and when the other half gets the idea that it does no good to work because somebody else is going to get what they work for, that is the beginning of the end of any nation.


PRESIDENT’S SPOT
President Peter welcomed PDG Peter Hugo and Muriel

Foundation Scholars Megan Winkler, Jean Wilky and Sam Clark 

Rotaractor’s Natalie and Luke

President Peter went on to thank the Big Walk Trust for an event well run in spite of the inclement weather.
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President Peter handed over two cheques namely R200 000 and R50 000 to PDG Peter Hugo for Rotary International Foundation and for the Polio Plus Foundation respectively.

PDG Peter Hugo acknowledged the Foundations appreciation and made mention that Claremont Rotary Club was the biggest contributor in Southern Africa to the Foundations.
President Peter congratulated the Inner Wheel Club on their 35th anniversary of their charter and for the pre-meeting drinks.
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President Peter is pictured congratulating Vicky Kempthorne during their anniversary party!!
INDUCTION OF NEW MEMBER
President Peter inducted Ian Robertson and welcomed him to the Claremont Rotary family. Rather unique, and maybe a first in rotary, Ian was introduced by his son Rotarian James Robertson who described his father as his best friend.
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SPEAKER
Karen Webber introduced Jean, Sam and Megan.
Jean Wilkie just back from New Zealand was highly appreciative of the opportunity to spend a year in Christchurch - her exchange program was sponsored by Rotary Foundation. She studied comparative law at the University of Canterbury. She described Christchurch as the Garden City of New Zealand where the only conservation to be had was farming and rugby (surprise…surprise).

Sam Clark hails from Colorado USA. He also spent some time in Mexico where he taught the Latino population to speak English. He is currently teaching English and Computer studies to foreign refugees and believes South Africa has more foreigners crossing it borders than the USA

Megan Winkler is sponsored by the Carlyle Rotary Club of Illinois USA. She comes from a small (500 people) farming town of Bartelso. She is currently reading a M Ph degree in Justice & Transformation at UCT. She is helping out at PASSOP with some paralegal work for refugees.

Gill Bohlmann thanked the speakers

Four-way test was said by James Robertson

If you are unable to do your duty due to unforeseeable circumstances, please arrange a stand-in and let the Master of Ceremonies for the meeting know.  Chief Master of Ceremonies Debbie Nash can also be contacted on 082 878 0684.
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BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES.

NOVEMBER
Congratulations and have a wonderful day.
Please share the Clarion with your partner in Rotary
 Have a great day.
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