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MAY IS CONFERENCE MONTH.
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Claremont president Maurice Bergoff believes a leader should show the way so he volunteered to be tested for HIV at the Tutu-treater mobile clinic which was on display at the district conference last weekend.  

Except for a wince when he was pricked for blood, he remained cheerful throughout the whole proceedings.






******* 
ROTARY CLUB OF CLAREMONT AWARDED MAYOR’S MEDAL
On 28th April 2011 the City of Cape Town held its annual Civic Honours ceremony.

The Executive Mayor of the City of Cape Town in his opening address stated “Cape Town has a tradition of recognising outstanding contributions of its citizens in various fields. As we build our democracy, we must do all we can to promote the values of civic-mindedness. We need to support the contributions of individuals to their communities in every corner of our city. These are the things that will achieve real, lasting development in this place we call home.

We are here today to acknowledge individuals and organisations who have contributed to our collective development in many different ways, and to encourage them to continue their outstanding efforts. I would like to thank them for their work, and to congratulate them collectively for being an inspiration and example to all the people of Cape Town.”

A number of individuals and organisations were then awarded Civic Honours and the Mayor’s Medal was awarded to the Rotary Club of Claremont in recognition of its outstanding contribution to the City and the Western Cape. The medal was presented to President Maurice.

This award was largely in recognition of the part that the members of our Club have played in building up the Cape Argus Pick n Pay Cycle Tour and the Discovery Cape Times Big Walk to the hugely successful events they are today, and then for distributing the funds raised in its many projects. 

[image: image5.png]!nn A Nl
22 of "F b2
G @





President Maurice proudly shows the Mayor’s Medal to the other members of the club who were invited to attend the ceremony and the lunch which followed.
*****************

The Master of Ceremonies for the evening, Bill Phillips, opened the proceedings by requesting Mary Nassimbeni to say Grace. This was followed by President Maurice proposing the loyal toast to Rotary International and the Rotary Club of Claremont

SPOTS
Theresa du Toit reminded members of the proposed work-party on Sat 21 May at Naluxolo Primary School, Samora Machel to repair a jungle gym. Volunteers confirmed their names.
Secretary John Jacobs drew attention to the circular on the table as well as on e-mail, requesting members to indicate their service committee preference for the coming year.

Also a reminder for those that have not already done so, to complete and return the Strategy Plan questionnaire distributed last Tuesday.

He mentioned that J Maxwell’s “Coins for Causes” was doing the rounds despite her absence.
John Burdes referred to the well-received “Tutu Treater”  mobile clinic on display at the conference and pointed out that it will be employed in the Hermanus rural area and be operated by the 2 nurses and 2 counsellors from the ‘Right to Care’ organization,  . To date it has treated approx. 650 patients and will be focusing not only on HIV but also TB and diabetes. Funds amounting to R4m over a period of 5 years have been obtained from the USA for this project.
Ken Sturgeon announced that the wine on the table was to celebrate his birthday. Happy happies Ken.

MASTER OF CEREMONIES AND PRESIDENT’S SPOT

Bill Phillips did his spot which included a challenge and a ‘Definitely’ story, ja definitely, after which the President welcomed two visitors, namely:

Ronaldo Erasmus was introduced by Lester Cameron. Ronaldo is James Louw’s son-in-law and is involved with accountancy.
Tsie Mogoje was introduced by Alois Kornmuller. Tsie has participated/ observed the RCC in action at the Argus Cycle Tour and Fun Frenzy and was now checking out what we do when not working.

President Maurice also welcomed back Debbie after surviving the arduous 1000Km Peddie Cycle Ride, designed by Paul Roux to extinguish all but the fittest, a test not for sissies.

CONFERENCE FEEDBACK.
John Jacobs stated that the general consensus was that the conference had been an enjoyable experience. He offered high praise and acknowledgement to Karin Webber for organizing excellent accommodation and, in particular, an excellent Friday evening braai. Amongst the number of good speakers on a range of subjects he was particularly impressed with that of Alan Jagger, the Rotary International President’s Personal Representative ( aka the Yorkshire Ripper), who, inter alia, pointed out that although the total membership intake during last year was 1.3m there remained only 1.2m at the end of the year. Alan also felt that a greater effort was needed to make the public aware of Rotary.
First Timer James Robertson thought that the conference was a great experience with good fellowship. He liked the direction given by Geraldine Nicol on New Generations and was excited by the Youth Exchange programmes (not to mention the girls). He observed that Rotarians seldom went hungry or thirsty.
Karin Webber mentioned that she had obtained copies of the video featuring the incoming RI President’s message for distribution to the Interact Clubs. She found it interesting that a number of points raised at conference had also surfaced in the recent RCC Strategic Plan questionnaire.
Lester Cameron with obvious glee and satisfaction stated that he and James Louw are about to be inducted as Honorary Inner Wheelers…apparently the only qualification needed for this high honour is to be able to distinguish the merits of a 3 course meal with sparkling wine from 2 sandwiches in a cardboard box called lunch. A severe test indeed.
President Maurice considered the Poets Programme preceding the conference extremely useful and informative. Meeting people from other clubs and hearing about a variety of projects, both large and small, was important. 
He was delighted to acknowledge the numerous awards made to the Club and its members at the conference. The Cherry-on-Top goes to Paul de Groot for RI’s Service Award, which is the first in District 9350. Congratulations Paul, you’ve earned it! The other awards were: Best International Project by virtue of the Tutu Treater; Highest per capita donation to Foundation; Best Attendance; Highest number of attendees by Inner Wheelers (excluding Lester & James); The Best Dressed Lady at the banquet to Gail Bergoff.
President Maurice added his thanks, on behalf of the Club, to Karin and Peter Trebble for the effort in making the conference an enjoyable experience. The Virtual, Languishing-at-Home Kit Kat Award went to Peter Trebble.
The meeting was concluded with the 4-way Test led by John Burdes.       

If you are unable to do your duty due to unforeseeable circumstances, please arrange a stand-in and let the Master of Ceremonies for the meeting know.  Chief Master of Ceremonies Frank Muggleston can also be contacted on 082 320 2096.
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BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES.

MAY
20

Gail



BERGOFF

Birthday

21

Eion & Jan


BROWN

Wedding

23

Charles


FORD


Birthday
Congratulations and have a wonderful day.
FOR A LAUGH
Political airline reservations...

 


 

Please note:   this is from the country that rules the world and wants to execute wikileaks.


 


 

No wonder the U.S. is in deep schtook!

 

A DC travel agent offers some examples of  WHY the USA is
in trouble:

1. I had a New Hampshire Congresswoman (Carol Shea-Porter) ask for an aisle
seat so that her hair wouldn't get messed up by being near the window.  

2. I got a call from a Kansas Congressman's staffer (Howard
Bauleke), who wanted to go to Cape Town.  I started to explain the length of the flight and the passport information, and then he interrupted me with,
''I'm not trying to make you look stupid, but Cape Town is in Massachusetts.''
Without trying to make him look stupid, I calmly explained, ’’Cape Cod is
in Massachusetts, Cape Town is in South Africa.''

His response... click.

3. A senior Vermont Congressman (Bernie Sanders) called furious about a
Florida package we did.  I asked what was wrong with the vacation in Orlando
.  He said he was expecting an ocean-view room.  I tried to explain that's
not possible, since Orlando is in the middle of the state.
He replied, 'Don't lie to me!, I looked on the map, and Florida is a very
THIN state!!''  (OMG)

4. I got a call from a lawmaker's wife (Landra Reid) who asked,  ''Is it
possible to see England from Canada ?''
I said, ’’No.'' She said, ’’But they look so close on the map''  (OMG,
again!)

5. An aide for a cabinet member (Janet Napolitano) once called and asked if
he could rent a car in Dallas.  I pulled up the reservation and noticed he
had only a 1-hour layover in Dallas ...  When I asked him why he wanted to
rent a car, he said, ’’I heard Dallas was a big airport, and we will need a
car to drive between gates to save time.''  

6. An Illinois Congresswoman (Jan Schakowsky) called last week.  She needed
to know how it was possible that her flight from Detroit left at 8:30 a.m.,
and got to Chicago at 8:33 a.m.  I explained that Michigan was an hour ahead
of Illinois, but she couldn't understand the concept of time zones.
Finally, I told her the plane went real fast, and she bought that.

7. A New York lawyer, (Jerrold Nadler) called and asked, ''Do airlines put
your physical description on your bag so they know whose luggage belongs to
whom?''  I said, 'No, why do you ask?'  He replied, ’’Well, when I checked
in with the airline, they put a tag on my luggage that said FAT and I'm
overweight.  I thought that was really rude!''  After putting him on hold for a
minute - I was dying laughing - I came back and
explained the city code for Fresno, CA is FAT (Fresno Air Terminal) and
the airline was just putting a destination tag on his luggage.

8. A Senator John Kerry aide (Lindsay Ross) called to inquire about a trip
package to Hawaii. After going over all the cost info, she asked,
''Would it be cheaper to fly to California and then take the train to Hawaii?''

9. I just got off the phone with a freshman Congressman (Bobby Bright) from
Alabama who asked, ''How do I know which plane to get on?''
I asked him what exactly he meant, to which he replied, ''I was told my
flight number is 823, but none of these planes have numbers on them.''

10 Senator Dianne Feinstein called and said, ''I need to fly to Pepsi-Cola,
Florida .  Do I have to get on one of those little computer planes?''
I asked if she meant fly to Pensacola , FL on a commuter plane.  She said,
''Yeah, whatever, smartass!''

11 Mary Landrieu, Louisiana Senator, called and had a question about the
documents she needed in order to fly to China.  After a lengthy discussion
about passports, I reminded her that she needed a visa.  "No I don't.
I've been to China many times and never had to have one.''
I double checked and sure enough, her stay required a visa.  When I told her
this she said, ''Look, I've been to China four times and every time they
have accepted American Express!''

12 A New Jersey Congressman (John Adler) called to make reservations, ''I
want to go from Chicago to Rhino, New York.  ''I was at a loss for words.
Finally, I said, ''Are you sure that's the name of the town?''  'Yes, what
flights do you have?'' replied the man.  After some searching, I came back
with, ''I'm sorry, sir, I've looked up every airport code in the country and
can't find a rhino anywhere." ’’The man retorted, ''You sure?
Everyone knows where it is.  Check your map!''  So I scoured a map of the
state of New York and finally offered, ''You don't mean Buffalo, do you?''
The reply?  
''Whatever!  I knew it was a big animal.''


YES, THEY WALK AMONG US,  ARE IN POLITICS,  AND THEY CONTINUE TO BREED .....

 
Please share the Clarion with your partner in Rotary
 Have a great day.
