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COMMENT

We street  people would welcome radio transmitters on our trolleys.

My name is Gammie Jacobs, I am a street person by profession , but living in our democracy ,which includes  a “caring for the vagrants” policy,  means that I can also have my say :

I want to thank Mr. Ackerman for giving wheels to me and all my brothers and sisters on the road, the people you see clearing the bins of all the valuable stuff before the city council lorries collect the rubbish.

I am talking about the Pick and Pay trolleys, hey.

We can’t afford cars and bakkies, but by borrowing Mr. Ackerman’s trolleys we are able to keep the South African economy on the road.

Man, we use them for collecting firewood, old newspapers, empty bottles, household goods, you name it.

We moved house in a trolley, or at least our pieces of cardboard from one hoekie to another. We buried my brother –in- law in a trolley.

Now I see that they are going too put radio transmitters into the Mr.Ackermans trolleys so that he can find them again. He needn’t worry. We know exactly where they all are. But we would still like our trolleys to be fitted with radio transmitters.

For instance if I find a bin full of good stuff, I can signal my assistant Katie who is at the other end of the street. Just a couple of other things would make our lives easier too: a little motor would be nice. Those things are hell to push up a steep hill, especially when we are loaded up. We are not as young as we used to be. A brake would be useful too for going down hill. I nearly lost my sister at Hospital Bend.

Not many people know that we operate at night some times, so a set of lights on each trolley would contribute greatly to the “Arrive Alive “campaign.

Finally and this is not asking too much, how about a little collapsible hood for protection against the rain? It will prevent our goods from getting wet and we can climb in ourselves when there is space.

Well that is all I want to say. Now if it is okay for vagrants to visit the Waterfront, we are having a convention there next month to discuss a proposition to Mr. Ackerman : if he pays us we will be happy to advertise his company on our trolleys.

With thanks to John Scott.

This comment was submitted by Els Dorrat who felt that John Scott’s article was a wonderful comment on as aspect of life in South Africa.

(For those readers of the Clarion who are not resident in South Africa ;

John Scott is a well known columnist and satirist in Cape Town.

Mr Ackerman is the Chairman and founder of Pick and Pay, a major retailing group in South Africa. Pick and Pay are acknowledged to be one of the leading Companies in their exercise of support for the community via their many sponsorships of community projects.) 

SPOTS

Derek Smorenburg: Announced that in view of the fact that he had lost/mislaid his old landline telephone number, that the new one would be 79744626 and would be grateful if everyone, except the Receiver would take note.

Melissa McCarthy: Had delight in stating that Didi had made a presentation at school and as a teacher had been unable to fault her English. Congratulations all round.  

Neil  Jeffery: Stated that he had put forward some suggestions for the Cycle Tour signage and start procedure.

Roy Cheek: Referred the recent bereavement of their prematurely born grandson and thanked one and all for their support and sympathy.

 

SERGEANTS SPOT

No Nonsense Neil surprised himself with his direct unambiguous highway robbery action, on the  feeblest of excuses, extracted some money from unsuspecting members.

VOCATIONAL SERVICE AWARD AND PRESENTATION

Dave Williams introduced Fulvio Grandin, a long-time employee of KEAG ( Kommetjie Enviromental Action Group) who holds a BSc degree in Geology and other environmental sciences and who for a number of years has busied himself with issues in the Kommetjie area.

Pres. Jeanette then had pleasure in presenting Fulvio with a framed Vocational Service Certificate with a citation that reads:  “For outstanding service to the Community”, an award richly deserved.

Fulvio acknowledged the long association with Claremont Rotary and gave a slide presentationof the type and kind of work that he has been involved in viz. greening, urban food gardening, permaculture , seed security and various social issues.

Brian Bohlmann ably thanked Fulvio with a small gift.

BIG WALK  BENEFICIARIES

Theo Stead, in his capacity of the Chairman of the Big Walk Trust, warmly welcomed the special guests associated with the event , namely our partners, Spartan Harriers, sponsors First National Bank and Cape Times, the staff of the Events Office and the various recipients. He stated that the purpose of the function was to distribute funds accrued from the event and to recognize some outstanding personalities and sincerely thanked all who had made it possible.

Before making the various presentations , Pres Jeanette invited various dignitaries present to say a few words: Jeff Davidson of Spartan Harriers expressed his appreciation for what is being done for the event , which has just celebrated its centennial. Chris Whitfield of the Cape Times stated that the Cape Times were proud to be associated with the Big Walk as it was a truly community event which united people. 

Eugene Pierce of the Guide Dog Association  thanked  that the organisers and all those officials  of the event were  unsung heroes of the Big Walk by giving of  their  time to serve others. Zelda  Rossouw of First National Bank expressed pleasure at being part of this event and stressed their commitment by pointing out that no less than 2000 employees took part on the day and a further 1000 was involved in the organisation.

Life-Time Freedom of the Event Award

Pres Jeanette presented Phillip Rabinowitz,who had recently celebrated his 100th birthday,  with this award. In his acceptance speech, Phillip was heard to remark: “Who would have thought that being a 100 years old that life can be so exciting! Sport has been the backbone of my life. You don’t stop exercising because you grow old; you grow old because you stop exercising” It was mentioned that Phillip had been asked to carry the torch when the Olympic Torch comes to Cape Town.

SA Association of Guide Dogs

A cheque in the sum of R 34000 was then presented to Eugene Pierce, who pointed out that the Assoc had been in existence for 50 years. He disliked calling the gift a sponsorship and preferred to see it as an investment in a visually impaired person’s life. The useful period of a guide dog’s carreer is 10 to 12 years.

Habitat for Humanity

A cheque in an amount of R38000 was presented to Donne Cameron ,the National Director. She stated that they saw their work of building houses as transforming the world, one house at a time. These houses were being built by the occupiers, under the guidance of the H for H. The cost was paid back by the recipient into a revolving fund to finance other units. In the 8 years of their existence, a total of 1300 units have been built

PRESIDENT’S SPOT

Pres Jeanette reminded the Club of  Jennifer Septoe’s induction as the Inner Wheel District President  on Sat 22 May,2004. Tickets are R75 each

She read out the duty list for next week and reminded the Club that the speaker will be Angelo Gobatto.


You are cordially invited to join us for the

Induction of Incoming Pres. Joan Neusch
Date:
Tuesday 8 June 2004

Time:
19:00 for 19:30

Venue:
Fairways Restaurant, Bellville Golf Club, Jip de Jager drive, Welgemoed, Bellville

Dress:
Black tie or dark suit

Cost:
R80.00 p.p. [wine at the table and cash bar available]

RSVP:
On or before 3 June to PP David Holtzhausen at telephone: 021 913 5708 or


cellphone: 082 780 2010 or email: davidho@yebo.co.z
Please let us know if you have any meal preferences.

We look forward to welcoming you.

THE END IS ‘NAAI’

Pieter-Dirk Uys

Theatre on the Bay

Tuesday 6th July 2004

Tickets available from Chris Rainier- Pope @ 0216855876

And Sarah Fox @ 0216371362

Prices between R 85 to R 150

All proceeds go to Sarah Fox Childrens Hospital  for upgrading of facilities

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES
Happy Wedding Anniversary to;

                                Chris and Jill Rainier-Pope                            27th May

Happy Birthday to;

                                Len Louis 



         25th May



        Deborah Harding


         28th May

Happy days to you all.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS


7th June Jireh Community Projects Computer Project Launch.( Details to follow)

            22ndJune Induction Dinner for ‘Big foot’ Chris du Plessis.


31st August Club visit by DG June Weber.

                    October: -- The Big Walk

QUOTE FOR THE WEEK

I never used to be able to finish anything but now I

DUTY ROSTER
If you wish to change or swap duties- PLEASE INFORM our new Master Sergeant Lionel Morkel: 696 4898 Will those who are down to do the Comment, please have a copy of the “The Object of Rotary” which is available in the Club Directory. The Assistant Editor should see that they come prepared on the evening and take notes of the Snippets, Spots, President’s Spot and the Speaker. The “comment” should be handed to the editor at the Tuesday meeting. N.B. It would be greatly appreciated if copy could be sent to the editor, at the latest Wednesday evening, following the Tuesday meeting: 
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	Speaker
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	Committees
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	Object or Four Way Test & Comment
	Harding
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	Ast. Bulletin Editor
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Rotaract meetings are held under the Claremont Bridge (Camp Ground Road) on the first and third Tuesday of each month.

Lighthouse duty: if you swap lift duties, please advise Lionel Overmeyer 762-3162

	Lighthouse Club
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	De Groot Dekker

Du Plessis

17 June


HAVE YOU SHARED THE CLARION WITH YOUR PARTNER ?
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