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Claremont Clarion

The newsletter of the Rotary Club of Claremont

“The Club with the cherry on top”


President: Jeanette Leng


Secretary: Rochelle Myers
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Editor:  Ed Pryor


 Paul de Groot
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Eddy01@mweb.co.za
Fax:  021  761.3679 

Meetings: Tuesday 18h15 for                        

                                 18h45

Kelvin Grove                           

Campground Road                 

Newlands

VOLUME 30 No 37


P.O. Box 23163

Claremont

7735

Telephone: 685 6551

Apologies: Fax 685 6676

E-mail: rotarycl@iafrica.com        

Web Site: www.

rotary-claremont.org.za  

6th April 2004

COMMENT

30TH MARCH  -  PARTNERS’ EVENING

The meeting went off extremely well.  Unfortunately it was not very well attended by our Rotarians which meant even fewer partners.  There were only about 48 “eaters” in all  -which was a pity for a partners’ evening usually runs at 90 plus.

Very noticeable was that (unlike the previous club meeting) the food was on the table almost before one’s seat was warm.

Paul De Groot

SPOTS

Paul de Groot advised that a call from St Josephs School on the previous Friday had brought the news that Christmas 2004 would be the last year for Uncle Willy’s at the existing party site.

The options therefore were to call it a day after 2004 or look to a new venue.  If the second option occurs, some help would be appreciated.

Chris Ranier-Pope announced a fund raising dinner function for the Sarah Fox Home on Tuesday 6th July.  More details will follow and he hopes for some support.

Rochelle Myers presented a club banner from Illinois.

SERGEANT’S SPOT

Dave Williams clobbered everyone for R3.00 by describing the trials of living and reasoning with a 14 year old son.  And to think he is worried after only 2 years into the “teens”  Have we got news for him!

Did anybody notice the list of “crimes” in the Clarion from the previous week’s sergeant’s spot –

Clive Valentine was getting married;

Peter Holmes got engaged;

Eion Brown became a grandfather, and lastly

Stan Leng is recovering well.

You see?  Stan has done it all !!!

COMPUTERS FOR FEZEKA
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Fezeka Senior Secondary School is in Guguletu and in what was previously a very disadvantaged community. It is a large school with about 1600 students, and very basic facilities

Recently it came into the news as one of its students, Nomathemba Kontyo won an astronomy project that took her to the USA to visit NASA. To have achieved this required a lot of hard work and especially the use of a computer connected to the Internet. The help of 2 Rotarians, Prof Hal and Dr. Bettye Walker from the Compton Rotary Club in California USA, achieved this.
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This prompted the plan to fit the school out with a computer laboratory and on Thursday 25th May. 2004, this came to frutition with a grand opening. As PP Lionel Overmeyer, quoting the ‘A’ Team, said at the opening ‘I love it when a plan comes together’

[image: image5.jpg]


Rtn Hal Walker said this was a most exciting day in his life as this was bringing a school into the 21st century with new technology and connecting them to the World Wide Web of knowledge.

Rtn Bettye, told the students that “Education is the Key”
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The Computer Centre has had 20 units installed by Roger Strydom of Rebhold Computer Services, in what was previously the Home Economics classroom. The desks, power points and fittings  were made by  Mr. Mohamed. The  unit is air conditioned and has top grade security. The center has space for a further 18 computers in the future.

The cost of R300, 000 was covered by the hard work of Lionel Overmeyer as coordinator of the project getting a grant from the Claremont Rotary Club and Rtn. John Burdes who did all the paper work for a Matching Grant from Ingelwood Rotary Club,USA and Rotary International. The prize winning school choir and also ‘Three tenors’ who were graduates of the school, entertained the large gathering of student, dignitaries and also by Pres Jeanette Leng, 9 Claremont Rotarians and 5 Inner Wheelers.

Chris Rainier-Pope

PRESIDENT’S SPOT

P.P. Alain Huchon was deputizing for Pres. Jeanette who was on a cruise to somewhere recovering with Stan.

Alain both thanked and congratulated Lionel Overmeyer on the opening function for the computer lab now in use at FEZEKA School in Guguletu.  Those Rotarians who attended were very impressed with the whole function and the truly splendid facility now up and running.  More Rotarians really need to make a special effort to attend occasions like this to see and experience the real benefits of Claremont Rotary’s hard work and fund raising. It’s what it’s all about.  Well done Lionel.

A wonderful highlight of the meeting was the presentation of a Paul Harris award to Anne Lancaster.  Alain read the citation prepared by President Jeanette and it resulted in a spontaneous standing ovation for Anne from all who were there.

SPEAKER

ANTON GROENEWALD (Alex’s replacement) from our Events Office, was introduced by Ken Sturgeon.  Anton gave us an insight into his background education and experience which all lead up to his tremendous enthusiasm and ability to take up the organizing of our two big events.  Ken had mentioned that he “had hit the tar running” as he came on board and it is plain to see that he will continue to run – and faster.  He mentioned his amazement and awe at just how much time, effort and sacrifice goes into the Cycle Tour by Rotarians and other volunteers.

Questions were fielded and some of the points will be discussed at our next meeting on 20th April.

Anton was thanked by President elect, Chris du Plessis.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

                     7th May: District 9350 Conference, Upington

                     22nd  June Induction Dinner for ‘Big foot’ Chris du Plessis.

                    October: -- The Big Walk

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

Val Du Plessis

Congratulations, you are on your own!

QUOTE FOR THE WEEK

“ Know then thyself, presume not God to scan

The proper study of mankind is Man “

_Alexander Pope, “An Essay of Man”

DUTY ROSTER
If you wish to change or swap duties- PLEASE INFORM our new Master Sergeant Lionel Morkel: 696 4898 Will those who are down to do the Comment, please have a copy of the “The Object of Rotary” which is available in the Club Directory. The Assistant Editor should see that they come prepared on the evening and take notes of the Snippets, Spots, President’s Spot and the Speaker. The “comment” should be handed to the editor at the Tuesday meeting. N.B. It would be greatly appreciated if copy could be sent to the editor, at the latest Wednesday evening, following the Tuesday meeting: 

	Date
	6 April

18h15 for 18h45


	13 April

18h15 for 18h45


	20April

18h15 for 18h45

	27 April


	
	20April

18h15 for 18h45

	
	
	
	

	Venue
	Kelvin Grove
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sergeant
	Burdes
	
	Burningham
	PUBLIC


	
	Burningham
	
	
	
	

	Attendance
	Selwyn-Smith

Dorrat
	Raid 

To

Durbanville
	Dorrat

Septoe
	HOLIDAY
	
	Dorrat

Septoe
	
	
	
	

	Fellowship
	Warner
	
	Morkel
	
	
	Morkel
	
	
	
	

	Grace
	Morkel
	
	Muggleston
	NO
	
	Muggleston
	
	
	
	

	Intro Speaker
	Myers
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Speaker
	Aurore De Laval

Committees
	
	Club Forum on 

PR and Promotion
	MEETING
	
	Club Forum on 

PR and Promotion
	
	
	
	

	Thank Speaker
	McCarthy
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Object or Four Way Test & Comment
	Sturgeon
	
	Valentine 
	
	
	Valentine 
	
	
	
	

	Ast. Bulletin Editor
	Bergoff
	
	G Bohlmann
	
	
	G Bohlmann
	
	
	
	

	Rotaract Club
	DuPlessis

Kornmuller
	
	Mc Carthy/

Bohlmann G
	
	
	
	
	
	


Rotaract meetings are held under the Claremont Bridge (Camp Ground Road) on the first and third Tuesday of each month.

Lighthouse duty: if you swap lift duties, please advise Lionel Overmeyer 762-3162

	Lighthouse Club

Transport
	
	
	April 15th
B & G Bohlmann,

Burdes
	


HAVE YOU SHARED THE CLARION WITH YOUR PARTNER ?
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