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8 June 2004
COMMENT

The one thing that bothers me as master sergeant is that often under the heading of “ comment” we had no comment. I know it is difficult to sit down and write an article since most of us are not experienced writers, especially me, but one must try.

In the past we quite often won awards for “best newsletter” but the quality of the newsletters in the district has improved greatly and if we wish to compete (and I think we should) then we must pull up our socks.

It is also not necessary to write about Rotary topics but one can speak about anything of interest that is on your mind and others may enjoy reading about. Let me try to show you what I mean,

VISIT TO AN UGLY PLACE BY THE SEA.

This was the description given by Ted Parlebean about Mauritius and I concur. Although Viv hates the sea and sand and swore never to go to Mauritius, since she could have a horrible time on our own beaches for free, we had reason to go there at Easter since my daughter works there.

If one looks at the island from the sea inwards you find the most beautiful clear water and the most beautiful beaches with boats scattered all around the secluded, sheltered bays. The beaches in front of the hotels are all private. There you can do anything you want in terms of water sports or just laze on the beach or around the pool eating and drinking whatever your heart desires.

The hotels are all up there by international standards and you are pampered all the time.

Moving through the hotel , inland, towards the  road you find your security barriers and walls. Beyond the walls find the’ ugly’ that is referred to.

Most of Mauritius is dirty, the buildings are untidy (excepting for a few newer ones stuck in between the ugly ones) and the people are generally poor.

The roads are narrow and riding from one little town to another it seemed as if all the locals led their lives on the narrow pavements.

Leaving the towns you were surrounded by sugar plantations growing right up to the road so that you drove in a long tunnel. Your designer shops such as Gucci, Diesel etc. are all holes in the wall and if you were not looking for specific name board you would pass these shops without a second glance.

The people of Mauritius are very friendly and I was told that there are about 36 different religions and are all tolerant of each other. I suspect that the sun must have affected them in some way since the factories, mainly in the textile industry, must bring in Chinese to do the work because the locals cannot keep up with production rates. The sad part is that unemployment runs very high.

So if you are young and maybe on honeymoon or a sun worshipper, the beach and hotel scene is superb but , beyond those security walls is a very different world not ever seen in pictures.

My daughter’s last SMS said “I want to come Home”.

One of the Oscar Wilde types once said’ that it would be wonderful if one could live in a travel brochure’.

Lionel Morkel

SPOTS

1. Paul de Groot informed the Club that Uncle Willy’s Christmas Party would have to vacate the premises at St. Joseph’s at the end of this year. The Rotoractors were eager to continue the project if a new venue could be found. Marsh Memorial Homes agreed to have the parties in their grounds.

The cost of erecting a new castle would be +/- R. 250 000.The existing garages, cables etc. would be used.

The Club members voted to support the project. (The Board had already given their approval.)

2. Lionel Morkel passed lists around for members to indicate whether they are attending the Potjiekos – evening.

PRESIDENT’S SPOT

1. President Jeanette welcomed Sonja Anderson from Kenya, a friend of Ed Pryor. 

She also welcomed the following Rotarians back from holidays:  

Mark Lancaster

Frank Yang and

John Cook.

2. Jeanette received a thank you letter from Jennifer September---

Thanks to those Rotarians who attended her induction as District Inner Wheel President.

3. She informed us that Peter Holmes will be marrying  Gail Cummings from Knysna on 7 August 2004.

4. The Special Meeting to ratify the president-elect’s nomination will NOT be held at 6.00 P.M. on 15 June but at the normal meeting time of 6.45 P.M.

SPEAKERS

This meeting was a business meeting so no speaker

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

15th June                Special A.G.M. to ratify nominations for President-elect 2005/2006

                              at normal time 18h 45 (6.45 P.M.)

22nd June               Induction Dinner for Chris du Plessis.

24th June                JIREH Community Projects Computer Project Launch.

31st August            Club visit by D.G. June Webber.

October                  BIG WALK.

Major Forthcoming Attraction

Potjiekos  and Fellowship Evening

Where : The Lionel and Carole Overmeyer Abode at 43 Church Street Lansdawne

When :  Sunday 13th June at 16 00 (4.0 clock for the non numerate) 

Cost : R 30 per Person    Bring your own Drinks and chick.

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE CLAREMONT INNER WHEEL CLUB

HELD ON TUESDAY 18th MAY, 2004 

NEXT MEETING  -  TUESDAY, 15th JUNE  -  Final General Meeting / AGM and Induction of Vicky Kempthorne as President.

Please make every effort to attend this special meeting.

THE END IS ‘NAAI’

Pieter-Dirk Uys

Theatre on the Bay

Tuesday 6th July 2004

Tickets available from Chris Rainier- Pope @ 0216855876

And Sarah Fox @ 0216371362

Prices between R 85 to R 150

All proceeds go to Sarah Fox Childrens Hospital  for upgrading of facilities

Strand Rotary Club

Induction

PE Graham Salter 

Date:
Thursday 24 June 2004

Time:
19h00 for 19h30

Venue:
Strand Rotary Clubhouse, Hendrik Louw School, Strand

Dress:
Black tie/ Dark suit

Cost:
R80 per head.

RSVP;
Tracey duToit on 083 274 0468 or (w) 852 4608 by Tuesday 15 June 2004.

Please advise of any special dietary requirements.

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES

Pres Jeanette is now a proud Granny

Happy Birthday to

9thJune      Neil Jeffrey

    9thJune      Caroline Ryall

                                                       12thJune     Els Dorrat

Tail Piece

The fishermen caught a mermaid in a net. She begged to be set free and promised them a wish each.

The first one asked her to double his I.Q. She granted his wish and he immediately started quoting Shakespeare etc.

The second asked her to treble his I.Q. This was granted and he spoke of the theory of relativity etc.

The third man wanted his I.Q. to be increased five-fold. The mermaid said that if she granted his wish there would be major, major changes.

He insisted that she granted his wish and lo and behold he became WOMAN

DUTY ROSTER
If you wish to change or swap duties- PLEASE MAKE YOUR OWN ARRANGEMENTS WITH THE SERGEANT ON DUTY FOR THAT EVENING AND ALSO INFORM Master Sergeant Lionel Morkel: 696 4898.  will those who are down to do the Comment, please have a copy of the “The Object of Rotary” which is available in the Club Directory. The Assistant Editor should see that they come prepared on the evening and take notes of the Snippets, Spots, Presidents Spot and the Speaker. The “comment” should be handed to the editor at the Tuesday meeting. N.B. It would be greatly appreciated if copy could be sent to the editor, at the latest Wednesday evening, following the Tuesday meeting: Ed Pryor email  eddy01@mweb.co.za
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Rotaract meetings are held under the Claremont Bridge (Camp Ground Road) on the first and third Tuesday of each month.
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PLEASE SHARE THE CLARION WITH YOUR PARTNER IN ROTARY!
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