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COMMENT

I thought this would be a great opportunity to peel away some of the mystique surrounding the functions and legal obligations of The Events Management Trust and its employees and to re-orientate certain incorrect perceptions still persisting in some of our members minds. The on-going clarification of the role of the E.M.T. (events office) and its interaction with the Trusts has been played out over the last two months or so culminating in a recent open forum conducted between the E.M.T and the Big-Walk Trust. This was open and frank, problems identified and the roles and responsibilities defined. In short a highly productive meeting. It was welcomed by all and necessary from time to time. Without resorting to detail the salient points relating to the functions / obligations of The Events Management Trust are as follows:

Trustees:  Firstly there are four Trustees, Claremont Rotarians, appointed by resolution of the Claremont Board. The Chairman is appointed by the Board. Trustees are responsible for proper accounting and audited financials annually. Note the latest signed audited financials are available for scrutiny all in terms of the Trust together with a statement by the Auditors that they are satisfied as to the procedures followed the E.M.T.

                *  Minutes are to be kept.

                *  The E.M.T are the employers of the five E.M.T ( events office) employees.

                *  The Trustees cannot be challenged by the beneficiaries or any other persons.

                *  The Trustees receive no renumeration.

                *  The Trustees are not responsible for any loss except in dishonesty etc.

Events Management Trust: A separate legal entity Is to provide a management service in the form of personnel and an administrative infrastructure ( events office ) to administer the Big Walk and the Cycle Tour events ( and others ) on behalf of and under the direction of  these two Trusts. E.M.T ( and its employees ) have no authority to conclude Sponsorship contracts and the like without the written authority from the Trusts The E.M.T as the employers of the E.M.T employees are responsible for their performance, compliance to agreed                     procedures and accepted commercial norms. The E.M.T welcomes constructive reports from the Trust to  enable accurate staff appraisals to be compiled. It is pleasing to note that both the Big Walk and the Cycle Tour Trusts have both recently signed an extension to the present contracts to re -employ the E.M.T under the same conditions 

In closing we must acknowledge that we are indeed fortunate to have excellent E.M.T employees who deserve to be well paid and need to be supported at every opportunity. Further, the Rotary Club must acknowledge the vital role played by Ken Sturgeon during the transitional period under often stressful conditions. The E.M.T thanks Ken for keeping the show on the road. 

I hope this gives us all a better insight as to the role of the E.M.T and its service to the Trusts.

John Burningham  (Chair, E.M.T.)

  
Website for the Upington Conference: www.upington.net
FINAL CLARION

This is the last issue of the Claremont Clarion that I shall be editing. Having taken over from the very capable Chris Rainier-Pope, I shall in turn be handing over to Ed Pryor, who, I’m sure, will demonstrate his ability with the pen (or, rather, the computer!). I have enjoyed my brief time as Editor. When I took on the job, I had no idea that I might be leaving Cape Town. I’m sorry that I have not been able to see out a full year. I’d like to thank those members who have taken the Comment and Scribe tasks seriously when their names have appeared on the roster. In particular, the timeous submission of material in readable form helps the editor enormously.  The Clarion is part of the fibre of the Rotary Club of Claremont, and the editor is simply the person who “puts it all together”. Without input and co-operation from members, the Clarion can’t succeed. Thanks again to all who have contributed over the past six months. 

Peter Holmes  

SPOTS

Sergeant Els Dorrat introduced the spots

· Rochelle Myers appealed for unused "Presidents Challenge" Donors to join her with their contribution to enable her to purchase a suitable wheelchair for a Paramedic who is paraplegic as a result of a tragic rescue attempt.

· Lionel Morkel encouraged members to attend the annual Xmas Party on the Monday 15 December at the Grill Room, Kelvin Grove.

· Dave Williams informed the club of the demise of the collection "Pig" which went missing some time ago. It appears to be beyond resurrection and he is searching for a replacement.

· Visiting Rotarian, Alan Lindhorst from the Waterfront Club, addressed members briefly and introduced Guillermo Terrisotto, a visiting Rotarian from Argentina.  This engaging young man, to music he had composed himself, sang us a song dedicated to the Rotary Movement and sang it very well too.

REMINDER

Cost of the partner’s evening on 15 December is R50 per person. Time is 19h00 for 19h30

SERGEANT SPOT

Els Dorrat, our very able sergeant for the evening entertained us with a long discourse on the "birds and the bees".  After stinging members with a flock of fines she handed the meeting over to President Jeanette Leng.

PRESIDENTS SPOT

President Jeanette welcomed everyone attending and a very warm welcome to our "Greek Connection", Rob Wallace who is on a short visit to South Africa.  He leaves again on 26 December and can be contacted on 082 659 2033.

She also congratulated on the club's behalf Clive Valentine who became engaged to Wendy recently.  They plan to wed on 3 April 2004.

Gerald Ress and Maureen Baard were also wished for birthdays celebrated on 8 December.

Paul De Groot has been involved with Uncle Willy's parties for 37 years; a remarkable achievement, which drew warm applauses from all present.

Hassan Surve was also congratulated for his efforts in organising functions for the elderly from various communities on the Cape Flats.

Our nomination of Manfred Klose for DG of District 9350 was unsuccessful.

Old favourite Casper (the club's catering manager) is moving to the Arabella Hotel from January.

The AGM was then convened. The service committee directors reported on activities of the past 6 months and Mark Lancaster reported on the excellent health of the club's finances.

Finally the names of the following years-incoming board were read out and the meeting closed with the object of Rotary read by John Burningham.

Melissa McCarthy announced that our very successful ambassadorial student Kori Kelley is leaving to return to her house in California on the 19 December.  Anyone able to be at the airport, please liaise with Melissa.

ATTENDANCE 9 DECEMBER

38 Rotarians present (75%) and 7 apologies. Visitors: Nany Burdes, Alan Lindhorst, Rob Wallace and Guillami Terrisotto.
FORTHCOMING EVENTS

14 February 2004  Valentine's Day bash - diarise please - details later.

14 March 2004 Cape Argus Pick n Pay Cycle Tour

7 to 9 May 2004 District  9350 Conference, Upington,

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

Happy birthday to Alain Huchon (15 Dec) Brian Bohlman (28 Dec) Ken Baard (29 Dec) Alois Kornmuller (30 Dec) Roy Cheek and Ingrid Willis (2 Jan 2004). Congratulations on wedding anniversaries to: Dave and Faith Williams (16 Dec) Chris and Val Du Plessis, and Alois and Marty Kornmuller (20 Dec), John and Jean Burningham, and Roy and Wendy Cheek  (21 Dec) Stan and Jeanette Leng (23 Dec) 

Paul and Ute Lee (24 Dec)   
DUTY ROSTER
If you wish to change or swap duties- PLEASE INFORM our new Master Sergeant Lionel Morkel: 696 4898 Will those who are down to do the Comment, please have a copy of the “The Object of Rotary” which is available in the Club Directory. The Assistant Editor should see that they come prepared on the evening and take notes of the Snippets, Spots, Presidents Spot and the Speaker. The “comment” should be handed to the editor at the Tuesday meeting. N.B. It would be greatly appreciated if copy could be sent to the editor, at the latest Wednesday evening, following the Tuesday meeting: FAX: 650 3791 E-mail: holmes@enviro.uct.ac.za 

	Date
	15 December
	23 December
	30 December
	6 January

2004
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	Kelvin Grove
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	NO MEETING
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	Grace
	Overmeyer
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	Speaker
	CHRISTMAS PARTY
	
	
	

	Thank Speaker
	
	
	
	
	

	Object or Four Way Test & Comment
	Dekker
	
	
	
	

	Ast. Bulletin Editor
	Du Plessis
	
	
	
	

	Rotaract Club
	
	
	
	


SCIENTIFICALLY SANTA

There are approximately two billion children in the world. However, since Santa does not visit children of Muslim, Hindu, Jewish or Buddhist religions, this reduces the workload for Christmas night to 15% of the total, or 378 million. At an average rate of 3.5 children per household, that comes to 108 million homes. Santa has about 31 hours of Christmas to work with, thanks to the different time zones and the rotation of the earth. This works out to 967.7 visits per second. This is to say that for each Christian household, Santa has around 1/1000th of a second to park the sleigh, hop out, jump down the chimney, fill the stockings, distribute the remaining presents under the tree, eat whatever snacks have been left for him, get back up the chimney, jump into the sleigh and get on to the next house. Assuming that each of these 108 million stops is evenly distributed around the earth, we are now talking about 0.78 miles per household; a total trip of 75.5 million miles. This means Santa's sleigh is moving at 650 miles per second: 3000 times the speed of sound. For purposes of comparison, the fastest man-made vehicle, the Ulysses space probe, moves at 27.4 miles per second, and a conventional reindeer can run at 15 miles per hour. The payload of the sleigh adds another interesting element. Assuming that each child gets nothing more than a medium sized Lego set, the sleigh is carrying over 500 thousand tons, not counting Santa himself. On land, a conventional reindeer can pull no more than 300 pounds. Even granting that the "flying" reindeer could pull ten times the normal amount, the job can't be done with eight or even nine of them; Santa would need 360 000 of them. This increases the payload, not counting the weight of the sleigh, another 54000 tons, or roughly seven times the weight of the Queen Elizabeth (the ship, not the monarch). 600 000 tons travelling at 650 miles per second creates enormous air resistance. This would heat up the reindeer in the same fashion as a spacecraft re-entering the earth's atmosphere. The lead pair of reindeer would absorb 14.3 quintillion joules of energy per second each. In short they would burst into flames almost instantaneously, exposing the reindeer behind them and creating deafening sonic booms in their wake. The entire reindeer team would be vaporized within 4.26 thousandths of a second, or right about the time Santa reached the fifth house on his trip. Not that it matters, however, since Santa, as a result of accelerating from a dead stop to 650 m.p.s. in .001 seconds, would be subjected to acceleration forces of 17,500 g's. A 250 pound Santa (which seems ludicrously slim) would be pinned to the back of the sleigh by 4,315,015 pounds of force, instantly crushing his bones and organs and reducing him to a quivering blob of pink goo. Therefore, if Santa did exist, he's dead now.
PLEASE SHARE THE CLARION WITH YOUR PARTNER IN ROTARY!
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