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9 December 2003

COMMENT

This (abridged, two-page) Clarion is the penultimate for 2003.  As outgoing Editor (the mid-term handing over being necessitated by a move away from Cape Town, I want to reflect on the hardy annual of membership, from what I see as a disturbing perspective. I have been a member of the Rotary Club of Claremont since 1998, yet I am still a member of the Dirty Dozen. In other words, after nearly half a decade, I’m still one of the “newest” twelve Rotarians in our Club. This says one of two things; either we are not bringing in sufficient new members, or we are not keeping members. Both are to a degree probably true, though the membership drives by the Club have been concerted and sustained.  We have lost many new members who have not stayed the pace, as well as a number of stalwarts. Whether a leaner (and meaner?!) membership is a good thing is, of course, open to debate. However, the bottom line is that, if membership drops below a certain critical mass, the way the Club functions will have to change. This is not something I wish to raise here, just to leave you with the thought that you might soon find yourself back in the Dirty Dozen, even if you have been a member for ten or so years!  

Peter Holmes


Remember the Christmas Party is a Partner's Evening

Date:  Monday, 15 December 2003

Venue: Grill Room

Time: 7.00 for 7.30 pm

Dress: Smart - Casual

R.S.V.P. to Veemla.

Website for the Upington Conference: www.upington.net
ATTENDANCE 2 DECEMBER

Approximately 25 Rotarians attended Uncle Willy’s Christmas Party in support of both Paul de Groot’s sterling efforts as well as the Inner Wheel ladies and Rotarian partners who prepared the eats for a number of handicapped children who attended the party. Hopes of an official attendance officer were raised when a light coloured Jeep Cherokee arrived, only to circle the traffic island once or twice and disappear. Clive “hubcaps” Valentine, Stan “keep your cap on” Leng, Alain “left hand drive” Huchon and Roland “wheel spin” Willis did the tractor driving honours, resplendent in Christmas hats with flashing stars. All in all, a good evening, and particularly rewarding to see so many smiles on so many  childrens’ faces!

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

15 December Rotary Club of Claremont Christmas Party (see advert elsewhere in this Clarion)

14 March 2004 Cape Argus Pick n Pay Cycle Tour

7 to 9 May 2004 District  9350 Conference, Upington,

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

Happy birthday to Jill Rainier-Pope for 13 December, and happy wedding anniversary to Len and Celia Louis, and George and Nancy Viljoen, both for 11 December.   
DUTY ROSTER
If you wish to change or swap duties- PLEASE INFORM our new Master Sergeant Lionel Morkel: 696 4898 Will those who are down to do the Comment, please have a copy of the “The Object of Rotary” which is available in the Club Directory. The Assistant Editor should see that they come prepared on the evening and take notes of the Snippets, Spots, Presidents Spot and the Speaker. The “comment” should be handed to the editor at the Tuesday meeting. N.B. It would be greatly appreciated if copy could be sent to the editor, at the latest Wednesday evening, following the Tuesday meeting: FAX: 650 3791 E-mail: holmes@enviro.uct.ac.za 
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Rotaract meetings are held under the Claremont Bridge (Camp Ground Road) on the first and third Tuesday of each month.

Lighthouse duty: if you swap lift duties, please advise Lionel Overmeyer 762-3162

	Lighthouse Club
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PLEASE SHARE THE CLARION WITH YOUR PARTNER IN ROTARY!
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