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COMMENT

Here we go again! It seems like only yesterday we were all running off to the polls to vote for the candidate of our choice. Soon we are going to have to be lied to all over again and that should surprise no one! But then again, the whole affair is sure to be fraught with surprises. 

Of course, this should not surprise you, as it comes as no surprise; to this end I thought, what the heck, why don’t I surprise everyone and start my own political party? 

Ergo; I present to you the all new Surprise Party. The Surprise Party logo is a well-dressed politician (sans cigar) caught with his pants down;  Surprise! surprise! (inscribed underneath) Every Surprise voter will be given a free Surprise campaign badge “baring” the logo of the new Surprise Party      

Of course, as its President elect, I plan to be the biggest Surprise, (which should come as no surprise to Rotarians.) My campaign will be driven with money from Surprise donors and I fully expect many Surprises at the polls. Our campaign strategy will of course, use the element of ─surprise! 

Our campaign slogan will be short and to the point: 

Surprise! Surprise! 

We tell you no lies

Aids is a killer,and 

without Nevarapine, 

everyone dies.

The Surprise Party promise that Parliament will be purged of all nasty Surprises. The Surprise Party is against Floor Crossing and if there are going to be any floor crossings then there should be no Surprises among them. Unlike Robert Mugabe who has surprise ballots with surprise results and holds surprise elections, the result of which are no surprise, ─the Surprise Party will attempt to rid politics of scary surprises. The Surprise Party’s opposition will be most surprised when they see their loyal supporters opting to be Surprised before their eyes. The Surprise Party are opposed to having surprise coalitions that were no surprise in the first place. Surprise coalitions must be genuine surprises. In this way there will be no flat surprises.  

Spy allegations will no longer be disguised as big surprises. Surprises such as Camp Staaldraad will either be a standing joke or, shrunk appropriately. (water temp depending) In a similar vein, Paul de Groot surprises new Rotarians at Uncle Willy’s while he teaches them to play with their Trekkers. 

Rotarians who enjoy real surprises ─like me being proposed as President elect, or Alois teaching English elocution, or Len Louis missing a meeting, or Jimmy not chirping or, better still, Peter Holmes shaving off his beard, should join the Surprise Party. We need more Big Surprises!  

Roland Willis

Editor’s note: This is a bumper, pre-festive season Clarion. Thanks to all contributors, and to Eion “pound those keys” Brown and Roland “Goon Show” Willis in particular.

SPOTS

Sergeant Jaap Dekker introduced the spots:

· Peter Holmes – Uncle Willy’s Roster, Computer version not to be trusted. Correct version was available at the desk.

· Alain Huchon – reported back on the raid to Bellville. Good time was had by all and Alain handed a Bellville Banner to Pres. Jeanette
· Roy Cheek – Announced that the next Fun Frenzy will be held on Mar 7, 2004. It was difficult to settle on a date and the reasoning was that very few members of the Club are involved in the run up to The Cycle Tour. The Club’s involvement only starting with registration on the following Wednesday. Roy hopes that members will support the event as in past years.

· Paul de Groot – Confirmed that Uncle Willy’s Parties are on track and will be starting on schedule on Saturday 29th. Paul requested that any tractor driver needing tuition should come to the Castle on Saturday early PM for practice.

· Chris du Plessis – Reminded members that the AGM will be on the 9th Dec. The collection of Past Presidents have nominated a new Board which has been published. Anyone wanting to propose any other member for a position on the Board is entitled to do so and must forward same to our Secretary timously.

· Lionel Overmeyer – Requested all members to submit a picture of themselves to the organising committee for the Christmas Party. A fun evening is promised for all.

· Secretary Rochelle – Urged members to study the proposed changes to the Bye-laws so that intelligent contributions can be made to the discussions. – Mentioned that the Board had approved a list of functions and meetings that will qualify for a make-up and urged all members to do their best to make up missed meetings. – Please would members advise of any changes of their particulars in the Club Booklet. Ongoing up dates are necessary.

Jaap Dekker then presented his Sergeants Spot by telling his audience about a very hairy and messy invasion of his house in Pringle Bay.

PRESIDENT’S SPOT

President Jeanette  took the rostrum and had her lengthy say for the evening as follows:

· Welcomed John Burdes back to the meetings after his operation and wished him well.

· Welcomed and thanked Nancy Burdes for being the Chauffeur and bringing John to the meeting.

· Confirmed that the Christmas will be on the 15 December and mentioned that there will be a gift for all the Ladies of Rotary.

· Gave a special welcome to Hal and Bettye Walker and thanked them for partnering the Matching Grant for the computers for Fezeka High School.  Hal and Bettye took over the rostrum and brought greetings from the Inglewood Club in California. Were very happy to be part of the Matching Grant and thanked Claremont for the very successful project.

· Gave a warm welcome to our Exchange Student Aurore.

· A special welcome to Kori Kelly.

· Wished Theo Stead a Happy Birthday for the 29 November.

· The next meeting will be held at Uncle Willy’s for the Charity night. Rotarians are requested to bring a plate of eats to help feed the masses.

· Ken Sturgeon has been in hospital for a knee operation.

· Was invited to the Newlands 10th Birthday celebration last Saturday. Presented them with two bottles of the Claremont wine and then helped them Drink same. Urged members to have a good look at the Bottles as Chris Big Foot 2+3 had done an excellent job of the labels. He ha nothing to do with the making of the wine.

· The AGM will be on 9 December. Mark “Figures” Lancaster will be presenting the financials.

· Directed members to study the latest Rotary in Africa. There is a picture of Kori doing some painting at the Centenary Project.

· Claimed that the Pig had vanished. Hooray! Rumour has it that it must have been taken by Ken Baard’s gnome!

· The collection plate was found in the Newlands Cupboard.

· FINALLY mentioned receiving a very complementary letter from our Partners in the Centenary Project. With many thanks to Gerald Ress and his Team.

GUEST SPEAKER: KORI KELLY

Kori Kelly was ably introduced with a mention of the progression of names for what is now known as Ambassadorial Students. Kori hails from Pittsburg in California (yes, California, not Ohio!) where they are very good at making Pitts, but not for training Springboks.

Editor’s note: The full text of Kori’s speech is available, but space constraints prevent its inclusion in the Clarion. It is hoped that it will be made available on our website. 

Melissa McCarthy thanked Kori for being a great Ambassadorial Student and highlighted her Rotarian like qualities of always thinking of others and never focussed on herself. With Thanksgiving on Thursday Claremont should give thanks for having had Kori as an Ambassadorial Student.

Kori, We all wish you well in your future and hope that you will grace us with your presence in the not to distant future

SOME FORTHCOMING EVENTS ORGANISED BY HIKING FELLOWSHIP OF ROTARIANS

Speak to President Jeanette for more details 

14 December 2003

 Xmas stroll - Muizenberg to Kalk Bay followed by supper and fellowship at

 the Brass Bell.  Anton to co-ordinate and book restaurant.  Meet at

 Muizenberg Pavillion at 5 pm.  One car to be left at Kalk Bay.

11 January 2004

Newlands Forest evening walk followed by a picnic. Details to follow.

18 January 2004

Vogelgat Hike - Meet at Caravan Park at end of Hermanus at 9.30 am.  This

is  a moderate hike particularly the first stage up and the end down.

Reasonable fitness required although we will take it easy. We will follow

with a "Bring 'n Braai". Details to follow. Limited space so book now -

David Lotz 021 464 4700 (Work)

15 February 2004

Table Mountain Disa Walk.  Start at Cecelia Forest. Details to follow.

End July 2004 - Oliphants Wilderness Trail - Kruger National Park. Very

limited space available so if you are interested, please contact Adele

Mare at 021 671 0956 or Cell 082 484 8589 and pay your deposit, which will

secure your place.

CAROLS AT KIRSTENBOSCH

For the fifteenth consecutive year the Rotary Club of Kirstenbosch will be proudly presenting its annual programme of Carols by Candlelight in the beautiful setting of the Kirstenbosch Botanical Gardens, Rhodes Drive, Newlands in Cape Town.   This year the performances will take place on 18, 19, 20 and 21 December.   The event is extremely popular and a large attendance is expected on all four evenings.

The gates open at 17h00, and the formal programme of Christmas Carols and a Nativity Tableau will begin at 20h00.   Those attending should arrive early to get a good view of the stage, and should bring with them picnic baskets with refreshments and a blanket to sit on.  And remember that admission costs less on Thursday 18 December.

Admission fee  (payable at the gate): 

Thursday 18 December:   R20 for adults and R5 for children.

Fri 19, Sat 20 and Sun 21 December:   R30 for adults and R10 for children.

The fee includes a packet with a candle and a song sheet.  Cooldrinks will be on sale at the vending can near the stage.


Remember the Christmas Party is a Partner's Evening

Date:  Monday, 15 December 2003

Venue: Grill Room

Time: 7.00 for 7.30 pm

Dress: Smart - Casual

R.S.V.P. to Veemla.

ATTENDANCE 25 NOVEMBER

38 Rotarians present (76%), 10 apolgies. Vistors included Nancy Burdes and Carol Overmeyer. Exchange student  Aurore de Laval and Ambassadorial student Kori Kelly were also present, as were visiting Rotarians  and old Claremont friends Hal and Bettye Walker.
The TWO OCEANS CRAFT AND CULTURE CENTRE

JAZZ CONCERT
Sunday afternoon 7 December

from 2.30 pm till 5.00pm

Booking for lunch & enquiries: 785 3495

Taste South African cuisine : Xhosa to Malay dishes

The Two Oceans Craft centre is at the entrance to Masiphumalela and sells craft made at the Uthango Project, which is right next door

They will also arrange a Township Tour for those who have not had the opportunity at our previous Rotary Visits.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

29 November to 22 December Uncle Willy’s Christmas Party
2 December  Uncle Willy’s Party Inner Wheel Charity night

5 December  12h30 for 13h00 Cape Town Rotary Club, Royal Cape Yacht Club

Dr Kgosi Letlape President of the South African Medical Association. Cape Town Rotary Club for more details

15 December Rotary Club of Claremont Christmas Party (see advert elsewhere in this Clarion)

14 March 2004 Cape Argus Pick n Pay Cycle Tour

7 to 9 May 2004 District  9350 Conference, Upington,

Website for the Upington Conference: www.upington.net
ROTARY CLUB OF CLAREMONT MAKE-UPS

The Board approved that attendance at any of the following would qualify as a make-up with effect from 27 August 2001:

Claremont Rotary Board Meeting

Claremont Rotary Club Meeting

Claremont Rotary Committee Meeting (If not held after a normal meeting)

District Committee Meeting

District Conference

District Mini-Conference

District Youth Selection and Orientation Camps

Big Walk - Committee Meeting

Big Walk Trust Trustees Meeting

Cape Argus Pick n Pay Cycle Tour - Committee Meeting

Cape Town Cycle Tour Trust Trustees Meeting

Centennial Project - Committee Meetings

Event Management Trust Trustees Meeting

Fencing Trust Meetings

Interact Conference

Interact Meeting

International Rotary Conference

Rotaract Board Meeting

Rotaract Conference

Rotaract Meeting

Any other Rotary Club Meeting

Any Provisional Rotary, Rotaract or Interact Club Meeting

Any Rotary Committee handover e.g. Ideas Truck

Any Rotary Committee work party specifically authorised by the Board

Any Rotary function specifically authorised by the Board

Assistance at Uncle Willy's Party if on a Rotary Club meeting night

Assistance at an Expo of the Cycle Tour or Big Walk if on a Rotary Club meeting night

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

Happy birthday to Maureen Baard and Gerald Ress, both for 8 December  
DUTY ROSTER
If you wish to change or swap duties- PLEASE INFORM our new Master Sergeant Lionel Morkel: 696 4898 Will those who are down to do the Comment, please have a copy of the “The Object of Rotary” which is available in the Club Directory. The Assistant Editor should see that they come prepared on the evening and take notes of the Snippets, Spots, Presidents Spot and the Speaker. The “comment” should be handed to the editor at the Tuesday meeting. N.B. It would be greatly appreciated if copy could be sent to the editor, at the latest Wednesday evening, following the Tuesday meeting: FAX: 650 3791 E-mail: holmes@enviro.uct.ac.za 

	Date
	2 December
	9 December
	15 December
	23 December

	Venue
	Kelvin Grove

18h15 for 18h45
	Kelvin Grove

18h15 for 18h45
	Kelvin Grove

19h00 for 19h30
	NO MEETING

	Sergeant
	
	Dorrat
	Morkel
	
	

	Attendance
	Viljoen/Louw
	Louw/Warner
	Warner/Yang
	
	

	Fellowship
	
	Williams
	Bohlmann
	
	

	Grace
	
	Muggleston
	Overmeyer
	
	

	Intro Speaker
	
	
	
	
	

	Speaker
	Meeting at Uncle Willy’s
	Annual General Meeting
	CHRISTMAS PARTY
	

	Thank Speaker
	
	
	
	
	

	Object or Four Way Test & Comment
	
	Burningham
	Dekker
	
	

	Ast. Bulletin Editor
	
	Cheek
	Du Plessis
	
	

	Rotaract Club
	
	
	
	


Rotaract meetings are held under the Claremont Bridge (Camp Ground Road) on the first and third Tuesday of each month.

Lighthouse duty: if you swap lift duties, please advise Lionel Overmeyer 762-3162

	Lighthouse Club

Transport
	
	
	
	


LAST LAUGH: THE LOCH NESS MONSTER’S SONG

(Sung to the well-known tune ─ Glopl ore groplf.)

Sssnnnnnnnwhuffffffllll?

Hnwhufffl hhnnwfl hnfl hnfl?

Gdrobloblhobngbl gbl gbl gl g g g g glbbl.

Drublhaflablflablhafgablhaflhafl fl fl─

Gm rawwwwwww grf grawf awfgm graw gm.

Hovoplodok-doplodokvok-plododokot-doplodokosh?

Splgraw fok fok splgrafhatchgabrlgabrl fok splfok!

Zgra kra gka fok!

Grof grawff gahf?

Gorbbl mbl bl –

blm plm,

blm plm,

blm plm,

blp.

Courtesy of Roland Willis

PLEASE SHARE THE CLARION WITH YOUR PARTNER IN ROTARY!
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