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FOOD FOR THOUGHT

As there was more space in this week’s bulletin as a result of the Bellville raid, I thought I would share this beautiful Desideratum with you.  It was written in 1927 by Max Ehrmann (1872-1945), who was a poet and a lawyer, and it was used as part of a Christmas greeting to his friends. By the way, Desiderata is Latin for “Things to be Desired”.                               

Gill Bohlmann
Desiderata

Go placidly amid the noise and haste, and remember what peace there may be in silence.  As far as possible without surrender, be on good terms with all persons.  Speak your truth quietly and clearly; and listen to others, even to the dull and the ignorant, they too have their story.  Avoid loud and aggressive persons; they are vexations to the spirit.

If you compare yourself with others, you may become vain or bitter; for always there will be greater and lesser persons than yourself.  Enjoy your achievements as well as your plans.  Keep interested in your own career, however humble; it is a real possession in the changing fortunes of time.

Exercise caution in your business affairs, for the world in full of trickery.  But let not this blind you to what virtue there is; many persons strive for high ideals, and everywhere life is full of heroism.  Be yourself.  Especially do not feign affection.  Neither be cynical about love; for in the face of all aridity and disenchantment it is as perennial as the grass.  Take kindly the counsel of the years, gracefully surrendering the things of youth.

Nurture strength of spirit to shield you in sudden misfortune.  But do not distress yourself with dark imaginings.  Many fears are born of fatigue and loneliness.  Beyond a wholesome discipline, be gentle with yourself.  You are a child of the universe, no less than the trees and the stars; you have a right to be here.  And whether or not it is clear to you, no doubt the universe is unfolding as it should.

Therefore, be at peace with God, whatever you conceive Him to be.  And whatever your labours and aspirations in the noisy confusion of life, keep peace in your soul.  With all its sham, drudgery and broken dreams; it is still a beautiful world.  Be cheerful.

Strive to be happy.

Max Ehrmann, 1927






BELLVILLE RAID

The raid on the Bellville Club on Tuesday, 18  November  was very successful with upward of 20 Claremont Rotarians participating.  The venue was the Bellville Golf Club.  What a superb view over the golf course to the Hottentot’s Holland Mountains in the east! The meeting took much the same format as ours, but with interesting additions of a toast to an International Rotary Club each week, and the Lighting of a Peace Candle (performed by Jimmy Warner). 

President Mike Rosewall warmly welcomed the Claremont Club and commented that it was a long time since Claremont Club had raided them.   PP Alain Huchon  (standing in on behalf of President Jeanette Leng) introduced the Claremont members and banners were exchanged.

All enjoyed a tasty meal and the evening culminated in an excellent address by guest speaker Andre du Toit, the Assistant Commissioner and Provincial Head of the Detective Services in the Western Cape.  He spoke to us on various types of crimes such as hi-jacking, rape, house/business/bank robberies, scams and fraud. We were also given some interesting statistics (off the record) with regard to crime in the Western Cape.  

There are 1600 investigators currently investigating 20-30 cases per month.   

59% of murders cases and 74% of rape cases end up in court.   

1023 cars were stolen per month 

40% of the perpetrators or victims of crimes were under the influence of alcohol.  

1000 report cases of rape per month.  It seems that society is now speaking out, as more rapes are being reported

The good news is that:

There were 12% less murders is the last quarter than in the previous quarter.

One third of vehicles reported stolen/hi-jacked are recovered within the same month

Some of his tips:

Use debit/credit cards and not cheques because of the new technology in duplicating and cloning of cheques.  Don’t let credit cards out of your sight and don’t give your credit card number over the telephone.

Install safety gates and burglar bars thereby transferring the crime to a less secure target.  

Hi-jacking – show your hands, do as they say and walk away from your car.

 All had a great evening of Rotary fellowship.


Remember the Christmas Party is a Partner's Evening

Date:  Monday, 15 December 2003

Venue: Grill Room

Time: 7.00 for 7.30 pm

Dress: Smart - Casual

R.S.V.P. to Veemla.

LETTER FROM RISA ARIMA

Editor’s note: This letter from Risa Arima (our recent Exchange student from Japan) is published unedited. Her English is truly remarkable for someone who spent a relatively short time in a very different cultural environment.

Hello!!Everyone:):)

 Im very sorry I have not written to you for ages...

 How's life??

 I am good, but I have atouch of a cold this morning...

 Im feeling a bit tired...Don't catch a cold.

 It is getting pretty cold here in Japan.

 Junuary is the coldest of all the months in Japan.

 It was only 8degrees in this mornig.

 Exchange student from Hungary came to our class few weeks ago.

 She was sitting next to me.

 It was only 2weeks that we spent with her.

 But that 2weeks remind me my year in Cape Town.

 And it also reminds me the first day at Whynberg.

 I will never forget my friends' kindness.

 Ohhh i got calling from Jess Val Joaquim and Lucian yesterday!!

 Thank you very much  for  calling.

 It was a big surprise.There were in Namibia.

 So It has been a year now.I couldn't belive that I went to Namibia  a year

 ago.

 There are so clear memories  in my hearet.

 Once again i muse over past memories.

 I hope you guys enjoyed the trip!!

 I think I told this almost all of you,

 I passed to entrance exam for Univ,

 I am so excited for my nextyear!!

 I will start to save up for a holiday in CapeTown!!

 I really want to see you all again!!

 So If you are coming to Japan,Do let me know please!!

 I enjoy my school life so far.

 With 2months left for my graduation,I started  to make wonderful memories

 with new friends.

 I miss you all.

 I write you again:):)

Take care!!

Love Risa Arima
to press.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

29 November to 22 December Uncle Willy’s Christmas Party
2 December  Uncle Willy’s Party Inner Wheel Charity night

5 December  12h30 for 13h00 Cape Town Rotary Club, Royal Cape Yacht Club

Dr Kgosi Letlape President of the South African Medical Association. Cape Town Rotary Club for more details

15 December Rotary Club of Claremont Christmas Party (see advert elsewhere in this Clarion)

14 March 2004 Cape Argus Pick n Pay Cycle Tour

7 to 9 May 2004 District  9350 Conference, Upington,

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

Happy Birthday to Theo Stead (29 November)  
DUTY ROSTER
If you wish to change or swap duties- PLEASE INFORM our new Master Sergeant Lionel Morkel: 696 4898 Will those who are down to do the Comment, please have a copy of the “The Object of Rotary” which is available in the Club Directory. The Assistant Editor should see that they come prepared on the evening and take notes of the Snippets, Spots, Presidents Spot and the Speaker. The “comment” should be handed to the editor at the Tuesday meeting. N.B. It would be greatly appreciated if copy could be sent to the editor, at the latest Wednesday evening, following the Tuesday meeting: FAX: 650 3791 E-mail: holmes@enviro.uct.ac.za 
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Rotaract meetings are held under the Claremont Bridge (Camp Ground Road) on the first and third Tuesday of each month.
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LAST LAUGH

Editor’s note: With the President’s Cup Challenge in full swing (if you will pardon the analogy) at Fancourt, and having taken time off to be suitably impressed by the likes of Tiger, Ernie, Phil and Mike (note the subtle name-dropping) your Editor was inspired to include a golf joke this week.

The old golfer paced anxiously up and down outside he emergency room of the East Lothian Hospital near Muirfield Golf Course. Inside the doctors were operating to remove a golf ball accidentally driven down a player's throat. 

The sister-in-charge noticed the old golfer and went to reassure him. 

"It won't be long now," she said. "You're a relative?" 

"No, no, lassie. It's my ball." 

PLEASE SHARE THE CLARION WITH YOUR PARTNER IN ROTARY!
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