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COMMENT

WHO CAN YOU TRUST WITH YOUR PENSION / SAVINGS?
The American Pension Funds lost billions through the Enron scandal, the French government, billions through the Elf slush fund fraud. In both cases the perpetrators suffered ignominy and a few years in jail; a small price to pay with millions in the bank. Nearer home, Pilgrim Baxter, an Old Mutual owned company, perpetrated a crooked share-trading scheme. The news broke today (13 November) and OM shares promptly lost 2.7% (its competitor, Sanlam, ended the day unchanged).
The recent past has seen huge losses by LeisureNet. Jack Milnes, Progressive Systems College Fund and Garry Porrets Shawcell and Tigon shares. Some of these gentlemen are behind bars or facing trials, but the lost money is nowhere to be found. Nedbank looses millions on Didata, no fraud here, just stupidity and greed, so the share price drops 50%, and management tries to recoup by charging its customers extra for every conceivable service.
The S.A.Reserve Bank tries unsuccessfully to prop up the Rand with disastrous losses. It is said that the average taxpayer will be paying R1000 per annum for the next few years to recoup the loss.
The sad truth is that we do not have much protection against the global or large company frauds, which devalue our pension funds. We can only hope that the authorities clamp down with legislation, impose stiffer penalties and develop more efficient reclamation methods. On smaller investments we can, however, limit our losses. Stock market tips and investment scheme solicitations must be thoroughly researched. The Internet has many sites that provide a wealth of information, viz. share price charts, company financial reports, director’s profiles etc. Spending a few hours on research and going with your gut feel will probably stop you from losing some of your hard earned money.
Dave ”Once Bitten” Williams  
SNIPPETS, GLEANINGS  AND SPOTS

Len Louis read a note from Kim Holland-West , Secretary of Prestonwood Rotary Club in Dallas,Texas (our sister club) indicating how much she was looking forward to visiting our club in January 2004. Of special interest to her are the projects Prestonwood has contributed  to in the form of matching grants  .

Lionel Morkel reminded members that next week’s meeting would be a Raid on Bellville Rotary Club . Details as follows:

Venue: Fairways Restaurant, Bellville Golf Club.

Date :  18 November 2003. Time : 18h15 for 18h30. Cost R45.

Meet  at Kelvin Grove Club at 17h30 (alternatively proceed on your own steam).

Melissa McCarthy announced that Kori Kelley (Rotary Exchange Student from U.S.A) would be giving her farewell speech on Tuesday November 25 2003.

Gerald Ress noted that a follow up meeting to discuss recommendations in respect of Uthango Enterprise Project will be held on Friday 14  November 2003 & will deal with the sustainability of the project.

Date: 14 November 2003. Time : 13h00 – 16h00.

Contact: Rita Brown  : 7090040 or e-mail westerncape@febdev.org.za
Gerald  was proud to announce that our club meeting on Tuesday 27 January 2004 would be held on the Campus of the Cape Technical college in  Noordhoek. 

Paul de Groot advised that the club meeting scheduled for 2 December 2003 would be cancelled & replaced by attendance at Uncle Willy’s Xmas party on the same night.The 2 December Uncle Willy’s party is hosted by the Inner Wheelers  for the benefit of orphan children. Come & let your hair down & roll around in the hay. He added that the Uncle Willy Roster forms  should be immediately faxed to Melissa (Rotoractor) to allow her enough time to coordinate & organise the duties before the parties commence. Her fax number is 021-6838994.

SERGEANT’S SPOT

Paul de Groot  related a plausible argument involving Reindeer Antlers why every single Santa reindeer was a girl. He ended with we should have known better. “Only a women would be able to drag a fat man in a red velvet suit all around the world in one night & not get lost!”. He further entertained his audience with a number of “Symptom,Cause & Action” jokes, all involving drink! By way of example here are a few:

Symptom: Beer unusually pale & tasteless

Symptom: Floor moving 

Cause : Glass empty




Cause: You are being carried out


Action: Get someone to buy you another one.
Action: Find out if you are being taken to another bar.

PRESIDENT’S SPOT

President Jeanette welcomed Barbara Reed from the Harare Rotary Club and handed her a Claremont Rotary Club banner . Barbara thanked the club & promised one in return when any of our members visited the Harare club. The remaining guests would be introduced later.

Jeanette commented with delight on the progressive lunch hosted by Brian & Jill Bohlman. The guests were transported by ferry (4 boats) to the different eating venues culminating in a delicious pudding at Els Dorrat’s pad. The fleet was well skippered under the watchfull eye of Captain Du Plessis (Bigfoot).

Jennifer & Henry Septoe were congratulated on  reaching 34 delightful years of marriage.

Lastly the French Rotary Club has invited members to join them in a golf day on 30 November at  the  Milnerton Golf Club . Starting times 11h30 to 13h30.Members must make there own bookings directly with the golf club.

ATTENDANCE  11 NOVEMBER

37 Rotarians present (73%).  and 7 apologies. Visiting Rotarian Barbara Reed (Harare, Zimbabwe). Guests Melanie Stark, Jeffrey Buwa, Khosi Mabandla and  Mabel Mpetshai.

                                                    GUEST SPEAKER

Henry Septoe introduced the various team members from the Idea Truck namely:
Melanie Starke : Project Manager of the Discovery Centre & also Project Manager of the Idea Truck.

Geoffrey Buwa : Chairman of the Board of Directors of the Idea Truck.

Mable Mpetsheni: Co-ordinator(facilitator) of the Idea Truck

Khosi Mabandla ; Representative from Department Of Education.

Henry called on Melanie Starke to tell us all about the Idea Truck.

Melanie started by thanking Rotary Claremont for the support shown in the development of the project from its inception in 1999. She explained that  The Idea Truck  is a mobile resource center filled with books & teaching materials , and staffed by a teacher/librarian who acts as facilitator (Mable Mpetsheni). It operates in six primary schools in Site C, Khayelitsha. The Idea Truck aims to provide both educators and learners with access to resources that will enrich the education they give & receive.  The Idea Truck has contracted The Discovery Centre  to plan, implement, administer & account for the Project. Melanie mentioned that it was of the utmost importance to represent reading as a pleasurable pursuit & not consider it a learning tool alone.   The Idea Truck was also providing special Projects such as creative writing – imagine producing a published author! One of the most important visions is to be replicable for other areas in the city and the country!!    

Melanie  handed over to Geoffrey Buwa   who commented that in an investigation of certain schools in the Peninsula it was found that 60% of the Grade 3 pupils could not read or write. This is a frightening statistic  It shows the important role the Idea Truck can play.  

Lastly Khosi Mabandla said that right from the start all parties clicked so well that it makes her own job in the Department Of Education much easier & rewarding. 

Jimmy Warner gave the official thanks from the club mentioning the wonderful job being done by all the players. He gave them each a small gift as a token of our appreciation.

Please note the Website of the Idea Truck is : 

http://www.discoverycentre.org.za/ideatruck.htm

TAKE NOTE (PETROL & CELL PHONES)
Editor’s note: This comes from arguably our most technically minded member, and someone who works in the petroleum industry, Paul de Groot:

 A Global Oil Company recently issued a warning after three incidents in which mobile phones (cell phones) ignited fumes during fuelling operations. In the first case, the phone was placed on the car's trunk lid during fuelling; it rang and the ensuing fire destroyed the car and the gasoline pump. In the second, an individual suffered severe burns to their face when fumes ignited as they answered a call while refuelling their car. And in the third, an individual suffered burns to the thigh and groin as fumes ignited when the phone, which was in their pocket, rang while they were fuelling their car.

You should know that:

· Mobile Phones can ignite fuel or fumes

· Mobile phones that light up when switched on or when they ring release enough energy to provide a spark for ignition

· Mobile phones should not be used in filling stations, or when fueling lawn mowers, boats etc.

· Mobile phones should not be used, or should be turned off, around other materials that generate flammable or explosive fumes or dust, (i.e. solvents, chemicals, gases, grain dust, etc.)

To sum it up, here are the Four Rules for Safe Refuelling
1) Turn off engine

2) Don't smoke

3) Don't use your cell phone - leave it inside the vehicle or turn it off

4) Don't re-enter your vehicle during fuelling

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

16 November till 22 November Western Cape Doctor’s Art Group Exhibition. See last week’s Clarion, or speak to Chris Rainier-Pope for more details

18 November Raid to Bellville

29 November to 22 December Uncle Willy’s Christmas Party
2 December  Uncle Willy’s Party Inner Wheel Charity night

5 December  12h30 for 13h00 Cape Town Rotary Club, Royal Cape Yacht Club

Dr Kgosi Letlape President of the South African Medical Association. Cape Town Rotary Club for more details

14 March 2004 Cape Argus Pick n Pay Cycle Tour

7 to 9 May 2004 District  9350 Conference, Upington,

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

Happy birthday to Celia Louis(18 November) and John Ryall (20 November)  
DUTY ROSTER
If you wish to change or swap duties- PLEASE INFORM our new Master Sergeant Lionel Morkel: 696 4898 Will those who are down to do the Comment, please have a copy of the “The Object of Rotary” which is available in the Club Directory. The Assistant Editor should see that they come prepared on the evening and take notes of the Snippets, Spots, Presidents Spot and the Speaker. The “comment” should be handed to the editor at the Tuesday meeting. N.B. It would be greatly appreciated if copy could be sent to the editor, at the latest Wednesday evening, following the Tuesday meeting: FAX: 650 3791 E-mail: holmes@enviro.uct.ac.za 

	Date
	18 November
	25 November
	2 December
	9 December

	Venue
	RAID OUT BELLVILLE
	Kelvin Grove

18h15 for 18h45
	Kelvin Grove

18h15 for 18h45
	Kelvin Grove

18h15 for 18h45

	Sergeant
	
	Dekker
	
	Dorrat
	

	Attendance
	
	Valentine/Viljoen
	Viljoen/Louw
	Louw/Warner
	

	Fellowship
	
	Warner
	
	Williams
	

	Grace
	
	McCarthy
	
	Muggleston
	

	Intro Speaker
	
	Surve
	
	
	

	Speaker
	
	Kori Kelly
	Meeting at Uncle Willy’s
	Annual General Meeting

	Thank Speaker
	
	White
	
	
	

	Object or Four Way Test & Comment
	
	Willis
	
	Burningham
	

	Ast. Bulletin Editor
	Bohlmann G
	Brown
	
	Cheek
	

	Rotaract Club
	De Groot/Rainier- Pope
	
	
	


Rotaract meetings are held under the Claremont Bridge (Camp Ground Road) on the first and third Tuesday of each month.

Lighthouse duty: if you swap lift duties, please advise Lionel Overmeyer 762-3162

	Lighthouse Club

Transport
	20 November

Septoe, Sturgeon, Stead
	
	
	


PLEASE SHARE THE CLARION WITH YOUR PARTNER IN ROTARY!
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