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COMMENT

In 1905, when Rotary started, the members met each week in their offices on a rotation  basis. Hence the name Rotary club. As clubs grew beyond twenty or so members, this would have been impractical so they then met at hotels or clubs that could accommodate their numbers. This has continued over the years with weekly meeting and a required attendance of 60%. We now have the situation where members complain of the time taken by Rotary with weekly meetings and the expense of membership including the cost of meals. How about only meeting twice per month?. This will halve both the above problems, One of the meetings would be a FUN meeting with a speaker while the other would be for committee meetings and any other business. If it is argued that Rotary will become less effective, I don't see how this can be. It is more likely that Rotary will be more effective when it is not seen by the public as only a "luncheon club".

Joe White


FELLOWSHIP

At the time of writing, the fellowship weekend excursion to Stanford had just been concluded. 

I think I speak for all when I say that all 14 of us visitors to Stanford House had a really tremendous time. Perl and Theo Stead went out of their way to make us welcome and joined in whenever they could to share the good fellowship. I heard Jean Burningham mention how nice it was to be out on a fellowship weekend again   ….  ‘just like the old days’  ….  and this seems to have been the consensus of opinion! I have been a member of Claremont for just over 3 years now, during which no fellowship away-weekends have taken place. Why, if this type of fellowship was always so enjoyed in the past, has it taken so long to happen again, and, why were there only 8 couples (including the Steads) participating? Fellowship is an integral part of Rotary and very important in building spirit in the club and promoting friendship between members. Come on guys, next time a weekend away is organized, let us have an 80% turnout!

Brian Bohlmann
SNIPPETS GLEANINGS AND SPOTS

John Burningham:  used the special grace for International month. 
Chris Rainier-Pope :  Pictures taken of the children from Sarah Fox dressed as angels have been put onto Christmas cards, which are for sale at R8.00 per pack of 5.

Paul de Groot:  Uncle Willy’s roster form for duties – please fill-out and indicate dates that you are NOT available then e-mail/fax/hand back to Rotoractor Melissa as soon as possible.  Her fax number 021-6838994

Jaap Dekker:  John Burdes has had a very successful hip operation and is back at home and able to take telephone calls.   

Gerald Ress:  Uthango Project – slab has been cast and walls were up to window height by today (Tuesday 4th Nov). Gerald is looking for mentors from the club for the first 10 entrepreneurs

Second seminar to be held of Friday, 14 November 2003 from 13h00 to 16h00. 

Date: 14 November 2003.  Time: 13h00 - 16h00.

RSVP: Rita Brown on 7090040  OR e-mail westerncape@febdev.org.za
Henry Septoe: The Ideas Truck will be parked in front of Kelvin Grove at next week’s meeting, from 17h30 onwards. Rotarians are invited to visit the truck to see how the programme works.

Rochelle Myers:  Our club to do a raid on the Bellville club on Tuesday, 18th November instead of regular Kelvin Grove meeting. 

Venue: Fairways Restaurant, Bellville Golf Club

Date: 18 November 2003. Time: 18h30. Cost: R45.

R.S.V.P. By Friday, 14 November 2003.

Please contact her if anyone is available to be attendance officer at Kelvin Grove on that night.

Frank Muggleston:  He noted that some of the Rotarians were worried about the state of the roads in the Kalagadi National Park.  He will investigate and report back to the club.

SERGEANTS SPOT

Maurice Bergoff entertained those present with some clever comment on the unusual or humorous e-mail addresses of Claremont Rotarians.

cheekybears@worldonline.co.za - Roy Cheek

malancaster@deloitte.co.za - Mark Lancaster (sounds like an Afrikaans Scot!)

stanleng@iafrica.com - speaks for itself – very stern

perl@plattour.co.za - Theo Stead  

PRESIDENTS CORNER

President Jeanette welcomed a guest from Rotary Club of Taipei, Elizabeth Lim Lu (which was the first Rotary Club in the country, formed 55 years ago). The Club meets at the American Embassy in Taipei and is known as the ‘millionaire’s club’, and all members speak English.  Elizabeth  who is in Cape Town on business, gave a quick address to the club.  She said she was having a good time, the people were very friendly and the food very good.  She invited Rotarians to visit her club if ever in Taipei.  Banners were exchanged.   Jeannette also welcomed the other visitors. Theo and Perl Stead were wished a Happy Anniversary, and thanked for making our fellowship weekend at Stanford House so enjoyable.  The rooms and the hospitality were wonderful and there was a lot to do.  She encouraged the Rotarians who had not participated to go out to Stanford and see for themselves. The club was advised that Anton Groenewald had been appointed as the new Events Manager on a 3-year contract.  He will be introduced to the club shortly. Geraldine Mitton of the Cape Town Rotary club advised that the President of the S.A. Medical Association will be addressing their club on HIV-Aids on Friday 5th December from 13h30. They requested that we send a representative from our club and Paul Roux has indicated that he will attend.  Anyone else interested in attending the talk can contact the Rotary Club of Cape Town directly (see Forthcoming Events below)

ATTENDANCE  4 NOVEMBER

40 Rotarians present (78%), 10 apologies, 1 silent.  Visiting Rotarian Elizabeth Lim Lu, Rotary Club of Tapei. Claremont Rotaract visitors Brighid Browne and Donovan Welgemoed.
FORTHCOMING EVENTS

16 November till 22 November Western Cape Doctor’s Art Group Exhibition. See last week’s Clarion, or speak to Chris Rainier-Pope for more details

18 November Raid to Bellville

29 November to 22 December Uncle Willy’s Christmas Party
2 December  Uncle Willy’s Party Inner Wheel Charity night

5 December  12h30 for 13h00 Cape Town Rotary Club, Royal Cape Yacht Club

Dr Kgosi Letlape President of the South African Medical Association. Cape Town Rotary Club for more details

14 March 2004 Cape Argus Pick n Pay Cycle Tour

7 to 9 May 2004 District  9350 Conference, Upington,

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

Congratulations to Henry and Jennifer Septoe (wedding anniversary, 12 November) and to Di Selwyn-Smith (birthday, 15 November) 

UNCLE WILLY’S DUTY ROSTER REMINDER

Please complete the Uncle Willy’s Christmas Party roster which 

was circulated with the last Clarion,

 and distributed at the last Rotary meeting, to:

Melissa van der Meer melissavdm@isat.co.za 

Or fax it to Melissa at: 683 8994

(ALMOST) LAST LAUGH


It is very difficult for the casual observer to determine what rugby positions mean. As the World Cup draws to a climax, here is a complete, unbiased look at the different positions:

The Pack: Eight handsome burly guys whom you'll gladly give your beer and food to, and you'd want to marry your daughter. They are intelligent, elegant, sensitive, and sweet. Truly the ideal men.

The Backs: Seven guys who will steal your beer while you're not looking, take advantage of your women folk and even the local barnyard animals. Often dine on quiche, brie cheese and wine. Regularly take blow dryers on road trips and wear bikini underpants. Avoid at all costs!
Props: Short but stout, these strapping men support the hooker, but no money ever changes hands and the act is never specifically named.

Hooker: Often identified by a balding spot atop the head, these vertically challenged but talented men stand between the two props, and secures the ball for his team during scrummages.

Second Row: These tall powerful men are the driving engines not only the scrum, but of the entire game. They can be found working their magic from deep in the scrum, behind the front row, or lofting high above the line outs pulling balls from the air.

The Back Row: Usually the most handsome and intelligent, these three men of strength 
are often considered the renaissance men of the rugby field. They not only control the ball, but the entire pitch. Remember, the back row defines the whole team's style of play.
Scrumhalf: The point guard of the rugby team the scrumhalf distributes the ball, runs hits, and kicks. Scrumhalf is only half as handsome and burly as the pack members

Flyhalf: The first of those back guys, and the first of the offensive chain. Often confused with an insect, may be referred to as the man with "the foot."

Centers: Another pair of those back guys. Either power runner, or annoying 
scampering guy usually found in the opposite order, but whose main purpose is to get the ball to ...

Wings: Ideally the fastest men on the team. Their job is to "score with the ball", but they often confuse it with "get tackled with the ball." Also an excellent snack when smothered in hot sauce and deep fried.

Fullback: The last line of defence. A back even the pack can appreciate, often viewed as a back row in the larval stage.

DUTY ROSTER
If you wish to change or swap duties- PLEASE INFORM our new Master Sergeant Lionel Morkel: 696 4898 Will those who are down to do the Comment, please have a copy of the “The Object of Rotary” which is available in the Club Directory. The Assistant Editor should see that they come prepared on the evening and take notes of the Snippets, Spots, Presidents Spot and the Speaker. The “comment” should be handed to the editor at the Tuesday meeting. N.B. It would be greatly appreciated if copy could be sent to the editor, at the latest Wednesday evening, following the Tuesday meeting: FAX: 650 3791 E-mail: holmes@enviro.uct.ac.za 

	Date
	11 November
	18 November
	25 November
	2 December

	Venue
	Kelvin Grove

18h15 for 18h45
	RAID OUT BELLVILLE
	Kelvin Grove

18h15 for 18h45
	Kelvin Grove

18h15 for 18h45

	Sergeant
	De Groot
	
	Dekker
	
	

	Attendance
	Sturgeon/Valentine
	
	Valentine/Viljoen
	
	

	Fellowship
	Viljoen
	
	Warner
	
	

	Grace
	Louis
	
	McCarthy
	
	

	Intro Speaker
	Overmeyer
	
	Surve
	
	

	Speaker
	Rotary Foundation
	
	TBA
	Committees meet

	Thank Speaker
	Warner
	
	White
	
	

	Object or Four Way Test & Comment
	Williams
	
	Willis
	
	

	Ast. Bulletin Editor
	Berghoff
	Bohlmann G
	Brown
	
	

	Rotaract Club
	
	De Groot/Rainier- Pope
	
	


Rotaract meetings are held under the Claremont Bridge (Camp Ground Road) on the first and third Tuesday of each month.

Lighthouse duty: if you swap lift duties, please advise Lionel Overmeyer 762-3162

	Lighthouse Club

Transport
	
	20 November

Septoe, Sturgeon, Stead
	
	


LAST LAUGH
There's a man sitting in the front row at the Rugby World Cup Finals, but amazingly, there's an empty seat beside him. Another man spots it, goes up to him and says: "Do you mind if I sit here?" "No, not at all," replies the first man. "It's my wife's seat, but she died recently."
"So why didn't you get one of your family to come?" asks the second man out of curiosity.
"They're all at the funeral."
PLEASE SHARE THE CLARION WITH YOUR PARTNER IN ROTARY!
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