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COMMENT

One of the more exciting (and often ignored) aspects of Rotary  is the international aspect of Rotary; the Youth Exchange programme, the Ambassadorial Scholar programme, the Short Term Exchange programme, the Group Study Exchange programme and the many Friendship Exchange programmes as well as the many Rotary Fellowships, such as yachting, hiking, cricket and many others. Lasting friendships, not to mention international opportunities, are the direct outcome of these programmes.

Two weeks ago we had a visit from the German parents of a former exchange student, and the Club frequently has visits from many people who have had contact with Claremont. I personally have made friends with many overseas Rotarians as I have been fortunate enough to be involved with a GSE team and a visiting cricket team. I have stayed with, and hosted, many of the UK Rotarians who toured here in 1994 and recently had a Canadian Rotarian, who had hosted me a few years ago, spend a few days with me. 

Almost every week we have Rotarians from other countries visit our Club. So many friendships are forged this way. I urge you all, especially the newer Rotarians, to introduce yourselves to these visitors, who are in a strange environment and will welcome fellowship. When travelling, it is sometimes difficult to get to a club to 'make up'. I have made an effort to do so whenever possible, and have had some really delightful experiences. Make use of the international aspect of Rotary. Not for nothing is our organization called Rotary International.

Jimmy Warner          

SNIPPETS GLEANINGS AND SPOTS

Chris (Errol Flynn) Rainier-Pope, just returned from a trip up North and sporting a dapper moustache, reported that there was great unhappiness over the Cycle Tour entries. It seems that the Gautengers cannot type as fast as us and/or their computers are slower. He also informed members that invitations to The W.C. Doctors Art Exhibition were obtainable from him. He has 4 paintings on show.

Rochelle Myers reminded members that she still needed a cell phone for our exchange student, Aurore de Laval.

It seems that we have closet artists in our midst. Has anyone seen Chris Rainier-Pope’s art or heard Jaap Dekker play the piano? Do we have any more talented members who modestly hide their talents?

Foot Note: Spelling check suggests “ Goaltenders” as a correction for “ Gautengers”. Perhaps it is right!!!!!!!!!!!

SERGEANTS SPOT

Roy Cheek, playing for time, (who better to do it?) kept us entertained with Irish and blond Jokes punctuated with numerous off the cuff remarks to counter the chirping. He finished on a more serious note with a story about the Origin of the Poppy. He covered its introduction into Europe by Genghis Khan and its symbolism as the Flower of Sacrifice. A hearty round of applause confirmed his ability as an entertainer.

PRESIDENTS CORNER

President Jeanette wished Hassan Surve well over Ramadan. She then welcomed our visitors viz. President elect Mat Mercer from Hout Bay who came to thank the club for its contribution to their new fire engine. Other visitors were Exchange Student Aurore, Gavin Hofmeyer and Honorary Rotarian Charles Ford.  She wished John Burdes a speedy recovery from a hip replacement operation.

GUEST SPEAKER

Mark Lancaster introduced our Guest Speaker, Mr Moosa Valli, the U.S. Consul for Cape Town. Mr Valli began by giving us a synopsis of his background.

He was born in Klip Town, (The birthplace of The Freedom Charter) and went to school in Lenasia. There being no access to university in S.A. he decided to apply overseas. He based his choice on two criteria: -

i) The university must have a large foreign student body and

ii) The climate must be similar to S.A.

UCLA accepted him to study Psychology. This subject was chosen because he wanted to understand why people do what they do. He then obtained a Ph D. in African Studies, worked in management and then completed an M.B.A.

Having obtained citizenship, he applied to join the U S Foreign Service. There were 28000 who wrote entrance examinations for 200 posts. Needless to say this son of South Africa was successful. After many posts he found himself back home, where with his background and training it appears he is doing an exceptional job.

Question time saw Alois Kornmuller pose the first question. This scribe could not hear it well but Consul Valli with years of practice managed to decipher the accent and explained that extra remuneration is given for Hardship Posts. President Jeanette expressed her surprise. She thought that being a Consul meant having to attend cocktail parties.

Mr Valli was asked to describe a typical day. He ran through a list of responsibilities viz. Helping citizens who have lost their passports, and Educational Programs and,,,,,, wait for it Jeanette,,, representing  the U S at functions.

The duties of a consul in accordance with government policy. This prompted Peter Holmes to ask about conflict of interests. Mr Valli replied that if a consul disagreed with or could implement policy then it was his duty to resign. As did happen recently over Iraq. Clive Valentine thanked Mr Valli who was presented with our clubs banner and a Dirty Dozen towel.
DID YOU KNOW?

The Idea Truck, which has been sponsored inter alia by ourselves, now has a website. Visit: www.discoverycentre.org.za/ideatruck.htm
ATTENDANCE  28 OCTOBER

34 Rotarians present (68%). Guests included the American consul, Mr Moosa Vali, Gavin Hofmeyer, guest of Alois Kornmuller, visiting Rotarian Matt Mercer from Hout Bay, Honorary Rotarian Charles Ford, and our exchange student Aurore de Laval. 

The Western Cape Doctors Art Group

will be holding an exhibition at which our own Chris Rainier-Pope will be exhibiting three paintings.

Place: Constantiaberg Mediclinic, Burnham Road, Plumstead

Opening 18h00 on 16 November. Thereafter daily from 10h00 to 21h00 until

22 November

PLEASE NOTE THE UNCLE WILLY’S CHRISTMAS PARTY DUTY ROSTER SENT WITH THIS CLARION AS A SEPARATE ATTACHMENT

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

18 November Raid to Bellville
2 December  Uncle Willy’s Party Inner Wheel Charity night

14 March 2004 Cape Argus Pick n Pay Cycle Tour

7 to 9 May 2004 District  9350 Conference, Upington,

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

There are no Rotary birthdays or anniversaries in the week ahead  
DUTY ROSTER
If you wish to change or swap duties- PLEASE INFORM our new Master Sergeant Lionel Morkel: 696 4898 Will those who are down to do the Comment, please have a copy of the “The Object of Rotary” which is available in the Club Directory. The Assistant Editor should see that they come prepared on the evening and take notes of the Snippets, Spots, Presidents Spot and the Speaker. The “comment” should be handed to the editor at the Tuesday meeting. N.B. It would be greatly appreciated if copy could be sent to the editor, at the latest Wednesday evening, following the Tuesday meeting: FAX: 650 3791 E-mail: holmes@enviro.uct.ac.za 

	Date
	4 November
	11 November
	18 November
	25 November

	Venue
	Kelvin Grove

18h15 for 18h45
	Kelvin Grove

18h15 for 18h45
	RAID OUT BELLVILLE
	Kelvin Grove

18h15 for 18h45

	Sergeant
	Berghoff
	De Groot
	
	Dekker
	

	Attendance
	Septoe/Sturgeon
	Sturgeon/Valentine
	
	Valentine/Viljoen
	

	Fellowship
	Valentine
	Viljoen
	
	Warner
	

	Grace
	Lancaster
	Louis
	
	McCarthy
	

	Intro Speaker
	----------------
	Overmeyer
	
	Surve
	

	Speaker
	Committees
	Rotary Foundation
	
	TBA

	Thank Speaker
	--------------
	Warner
	
	White
	

	Object or Four Way Test & Comment
	White
	Williams
	
	Willis
	

	Ast. Bulletin Editor
	Bohlmann B
	Berghoff
	Bohlmann G
	Brown
	

	Rotaract Club
	Lancaster/

Muggleston
	
	De Groot/Rainier- Pope
	


Rotaract meetings are held under the Claremont Bridge (Camp Ground Road) on the first and third Tuesday of each month.

Lighthouse duty: if you swap lift duties, please advise Lionel Overmeyer 762-3162

	Lighthouse Club

Transport
	
	
	20 November

Septoe, Sturgeon, Stead
	


LAST LAUGH

A loving couple was celebrating their 25th wedding anniversary, privately, at home with a couple of bottles of champagne. A bit tipsy and feeling very intimate the husband turned to his wife and asked, "Tell me truthfully, have you ever been unfaithful to me?" "Well," she replied, "since you ask, to tell you the truth I have been unfaithful on three occasions."  "What? How could you?"  "Let me tell you about it," she said.  "The first time was back when we were first married. You needed open heart surgery and we didn't have the money, so I went to bed with the surgeon and got him to operate for free."  "Gee! That was noble of you. And, besides, I guess I should be grateful. But, tell me, what about the second time?"  "Do you remember that managerial promotion you so desperately wanted, and they were going to pass you over for someone else? Well, I went to bed with the general manager and he gave you the job." "Hell, I think I could have done it on my own. But, then again, I guess I should be grateful. And so, what about the third time?" "Do you remember two years ago when you wanted to become president of the Golf Club, and you were missing 53 votes?"…………….
PLEASE SHARE THE CLARION WITH YOUR PARTNER IN ROTARY!
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