[image: image1.png]Lend a Hand



Claremont Clarion

The newsletter of the Rotary Club of Claremont
“The Club with the cherry on top”

President: Jeanette Leng


Secretary: Rochelle Myers

[image: image2.png]


                  

Editor: Peter Holmes


Roland Willis            

Editorial: e-mail:

holmes@enviro.uct.ac.za
Meetings: Tuesday 18h15 for                        

                                 18h45

Kelvin Grove                           

Campground Road                 

Newlands

VOLUME 30 No. 17


P.O. Box 23163

Claremont

7735

Telephone: 685 6551

Apologies: Fax 685 6676

E-mail: rotarycl@iafrica.com        

Web Site: www.

rotary-claremont.org.za  

28 October 2003

COMMENT

While there is no Comment this week, a special thank you to this week’s scribe, Rolland Willis. Roland’s gift for spin was clearly not confined to writing speeches for various political big-wigs, and his unique talent is reflected in this week’s very entertaining notes. Thank you Roland for bringing some levity to the Clarion. Lets get straight into it!

The Editor

SNIPPETS GLEANINGS AND SPOTS

After his fourth consecutive inspection trip to the podium, to ensure that indeed, everything was in fact precisely as it should be, the Sergeant lifted the mallet (from the place where he had previously placed it with infinite care) and struck the bell with the precision of a surgeon removing a gall bladder from a sleeping tiger. The moment had arrived; knives and forks fell silent in blind obedience; the rattle of meticulously arranged notepaper seeped through the hum of the public address system as the Sergeant readied himself to read from the carefully prepared list of names (he was observed murmuring to himself Madam President , Madam President.) “Madam President” He had practiced that opening statement with the same attention to detail that he applied to his forearm smash. This was a sergeant like no other sergeant. This was John Burning HAM!!
Peter Rogers was the first to be named and he rose to the occasion like dough in the hands of the Naked Chef. With due restraint, he informed members that Kieran Duggan, the short-term exchange student, was heading toward the great Sugar Loaf in the sky; to Brazil (and all the men sighed). Gerald Ress broke from his busy schedule and hair appointments to answer the call to the podium. The audience was regaled with news of his attendance on Friday at a seminar on the long term sustainability of the centennial project (he spoke slowly so that Rotarians would understand the big words). Eleven Rotarians participated in good humour (?) while our President made a good speech (doesn’t she always?) Phase one was a definite certainty we were told (the occasion was code named “sod-off).  Ken Surgeon found the podium on the first attempt! We were then told of another first; The Big Walk would be run on e-TV in a 26 minute special at 16h30 (Big hand on the 6 and the little one on the 4) Members were reminded to switch on their TVs on 26 October. Ken was proud to tell us that it would in all probability, happen again next year. Well done Ken! Lionel Morkel prescribed a membership drive dinner next week (28 Oct) at which he was proud to have invited the USA Consulate. “Bring guests,” he said (if it doesn’t help, call him in the morning). Hassan Survee dressed in an Armani special and boasting a hair-do that made Gerald wince; addressed members in dulcet tones, reminding them that forms (applications for participation in the President challenge) had been distributed among certain members. Those with confused expressions could speak to him after the meeting.   
SERGEANT’S SPOT

Cleverly disguised as John Burningham the Rotarian with a fetish for detail, Fiona Coyne walked up to the podium and declared: “Let’s find out which of you has been affected by the Warner virus –Howzit Sienjoulata. As outsiders to the Human race which one of you has an opinion? Which one of you failed to notice the difference between Ken Baard and his Gnome?” Moving forward, to Retreat, Stan Leng was voted the “Meekest Link.” For allowing contestants to walk over his Big Walk starting rope. “Totsiens Stan Jy is die slapste pypstang.” Louis Kornmuller was next to go for being too well dressed. “Aufwedersein, You are no longer the cheapest link. Neil Jeffery allowed 5000 people loose in the Cape Town traffic causing total chaos. And Di Selwyn-Smith arrived far too late. “Good bye you two, you are the missing traffic link.” Fiona, alias John Burningham, swung her podium to the left and continued persecuting those who were pretending to be Homo Sapiens correctus. The Fish Hoek team came under the spotlight next and with a vicious side-swipe, Henry Septoe and team were voted off for failing to ensure that the walkers had toilets in which to use the copious amount of toilet paper he had provided. “Flush-off ─ you are the missing stink.” Chris  Big-Foot Du Plessis was the last victim of the programme and was similarly voted off for “things” that went on inside the container! “ Good luck, you’re the sneakiest link”.

PRESIDENT’S SPOT

Practiced in the ancient art of feminine fluster, and displaying a dashing flair of well deserved confidence, President Jeanette, dressed in a very chic black number, strode up to the podium. Don’t stand. Don’t stand. (Reading her mind, the members obliged.) The President (smiling as usual) told members that firstly, she had attended the “sod-off’ function on Friday (the one Gerald haircut Ress spoke about) and said it was something Rotarians could be very proud of; applause for the project team was called for and once again the members obliged. (Gerald was observed adjusting his haircut to ensure it still had that uncut look) Members were advised to visit the much improved website (for some it was the only place they ever get invited to visit) On Saturday─ John Burdes (incidentally, at the time of going to print he was telling his surgeon “Watch my hips.”) telephoned the President about a rather good looking gent ( Bedaar Big-Foot dit is nie jy nie) from Seattle, nogal, who wanted to visit the project. Our intrepid President obliged him and a visit was arranged. During the visit our President learned that the Seattle club boasted of 700 members (Note to members: can you imagine the size of their pig?) President Jeanette told the members about her visit to the symphonic pops (No that’s not a bunch of old men with Jewish harps) Those who missed the evening for what ever reason, lost out badly. Thanks was given to Constantia club for organising the evening.

At the outset the President asked Assistant Editors of the Clarion to ensure that notes recording the evening’s events should not miss important announcements made by the President and others, as the Clarion circulation was wider than just to members of the Claremont club. The President also used the opportunity to ask members to please remember that they must liase with Veemla at the Events Office with details of visitors and attendances.

The following guests were welcomed to the meeting by the President: Dr Marrianne Smith and her husband Valdon were given a warm welcome.  AG Manfred Klose (alias the Pink Panther) who was thanked profusely for the splendid involvement of the Oostenberg Club in the Big Walk. Manfred was not asked to comment as Christmas would soon be upon us. President June Orsmond from Tokai Exchange student Keiran Duggan reminded to take a flag to Brazil (That’s not all he’s taking!) Kieran’s parents sean and Joanne were also welcomed as were Rotaracters, Malcolm Croucher and Nicky Dickson, who were also given a warm welcome as was Aurore de Laval, our exchange student.In closing the President thanked everyone for a wonderfully successful Big Walk 2003.Members were reminded that next week was Member Development week.

GUEST SPEAKER

Bill Phillips introduced Dr Marianne Smith who spoke about: Plants with valuable alternative uses. What followed was a detailed discussion on plant matters involving, inter alia: Criteria; Plant Considerations; Activities at ARC─Elsenberg; Indigenous Flower Research; Gene Banks (for Currant accounts?) Protea Cultivation (Jimmy Warner’s ears pricked up) Natural Plant uses: Uses for Buchu (some of us have already discovered a few of our own) Lemon Grass, Rosemary and something known as Osimum Kilimandscharicum and Lippia Multiflora and Cryptolipis. Ken Surgeon thanked Dr Marianne Smith for what he described as: “The most highly qualified speaker we have had at our club for a long while.” (note to all: He is not only impressed with Big Walks).  

SPECIAL NOTE

President Jeanette expressed a big THANK YOU (Editor’s apologies that this did not appear in last week’s Clarion) to ALL who had assisted with the BIG WALK in ANY way to make it the undoubted success it was!!!

ATTENDANCE  21 OCTOBER

38 Rotarians present (76%) 12 apologies. Guests included Assistant DG Manfred Klose, President of Tokai June Orsmond, short term outgoing exchange student Kieran Duggan and his parents Sean and Joanne, guest speaker Dr Marianne Smith and her husband Valdon, Rotaractors Malcolm Croucher and Nicky Dickson and exchange student Aurore de Laval. 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

31 October and 1 November. Weekend Away Stanford  Contact Lionel Morkel for more details   

18 November Raid to Bellville
2 December  Uncle Willy’s Party Inner Wheel Charity night

14 March 2004 Cape Argus Pick n Pay Cycle Tour

7 to 9 May 2004 District  9350 Conference, Upington,

PURE BRASS DUO : CAPE TOWN CONCERT BRASS

HOSTS

THE SALVATION ARMY MAIDENHEAD CITADEL BAND (UK)

DATE:  Tuesday 28th October 2003
VENUE: Memorial Chapel

              Diocesan College (Bishops)

TIME:    7.30 p.m.

Admission by Ticket: R40

Pensioners/Learners: R15

Proceeds in aid of: THE SALVATION ARMY "CAREHAVEN"HOME FOR BATTERED WOMEN

This project is supported by the Rotary Club of ROGGEBAAI

Phone: 082 921 7822; 082 800 5613 Enquiries: MARGARET: 638 5511; 082 990 4579
BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

Congratulations to Clive Valentine (birthday 29 October) Aty Krop (birthday 30 October) Theo and Pearl Stead (wedding anniversary 3 November) and Nancy Viljoen (birthday 3 November)   
DUTY ROSTER
If you wish to change or swap duties- PLEASE INFORM our new Master Sergeant Lionel Morkel: 696 4898 Will those who are down to do the Comment, please have a copy of the “The Object of Rotary” which is available in the Club Directory. The Assistant Editor should see that they come prepared on the evening and take notes of the Snippets, Spots, Presidents Spot and the Speaker. The “comment” should be handed to the editor at the Tuesday meeting. N.B. It would be greatly appreciated if copy could be sent to the editor, at the latest Wednesday evening, following the Tuesday meeting: FAX: 650 3791 E-mail: holmes@enviro.uct.ac.za 

	Date
	28 October
	4 November
	11 November
	18 November

	Venue
	Kelvin Grove

18h15 for 18h45
	Kelvin Grove

18h15 for 18h45
	Kelvin Grove

18h15 for 18h45
	RAID OUT BELLVILLE

	Sergeant
	Cheek
	Berghoff
	De Groot
	
	

	Attendance
	Selwyn-Smith/Septoe
	Septoe/Sturgeon
	Sturgeon/Valentine
	
	

	Fellowship
	Surve
	Valentine
	Viljoen
	
	

	Grace
	Kornmuller
	Lancaster
	Louis
	
	

	Intro Speaker
	Sturgeon
	----------------
	Overmeyer
	
	

	Speaker
	Moosa Valli

American Consul
	Committees
	Rotary Foundation
	

	Thank Speaker
	Valentine
	--------------
	Warner
	
	

	Object or Four Way Test & Comment
	Warner
	White
	Williams
	
	

	Ast. Bulletin Editor
	Williams
	Bohlmann B
	Berghoff
	Bohlmann G
	

	Rotaract Club
	
	Lancaster/

Muggleston
	
	De Groot/Rainier- Pope


Rotaract meetings are held under the Claremont Bridge (Camp Ground Road) on the first and third Tuesday of each month.

Lighthouse duty: if you swap lift duties, please advise Lionel Overmeyer 762-3162

	Lighthouse Club

Transport
	
	
	
	20 November

Septoe, Sturgeon, Stead


LAST LAUGH

Editor’s note: For the benefit of the hard of hearing, and some of the rif-raf at the nether tables who weren’t listening, Bill Phillips’ excellent joke from last Tuesday’s meeting forms this week’s laugh:

A man comes home to find his wife packed and about to leave the house. “Where are you going?” he asks. “I’m off to Las Vegas” she replies, “where I can make $400 a night for what you have been getting for free for the last 20 years”. “Wait”, says the husband, “I’m just going  to pack, and then I’m coming with you”. “Whatever for?” asks his wife. “Well”, replies the husband  “I’m curious to see how you manage to survive in Las Vegas on $800 a year!”   

PLEASE SHARE THE CLARION WITH YOUR PARTNER IN ROTARY!
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