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COMMENT

We had a meeting some weeks ago on the issue of membership development.  We were shown a list of unfilled classifications within the Club and were promised that this would be circulated to all members.  I haven’t seen that list as yet but I’m sure that will still happen.  If not, that would be a great pity as in my view such a list could prove a very useful tool in heightening members’ awareness of membership prospects.

Constant reminders of the need for new members and encouragement to invite new prospects is necessary, but I believe our Club’s apparent approach to the issue is, with respect, misguided.  We seem to rely on special “new member” evenings from time to time.  My perception of such evenings are that they have not been that well supported and have not achieved their main goal.  One reason for this may be the unavailability of new prospects on the particular designated evening.  However, my view is that instead of planning “new member” evenings our focus should be on planning a Club meeting program holistically that is interesting, informative and stimulating.  That is crucial to membership development – and retention!  The forthcoming weeks’ programs need to be communicated to members well in advance and members should be at liberty and feel it worthwhile to bring along new prospects to any meeting.  With an interesting and stimulating program the opportunities to introduce new members are enhanced and a favourable impression is created.  New members should flow in automatically without the need for specially planned “new member” meetings.

This leads me to question our current practice of setting aside the first Tuesday of each month for Committee meetings.  These evenings, in my view, have become sterile and boring.  Let’s rather cut out the committee meetings and use that evening in a more meaningful, interesting and vibrant way.  Committee meetings can be held away from the usual Tuesday meetings at members’ homes or offices – similar to the current practice with regard to meetings of the Board.  The Centennial project committee is following the latter practice, in my submission very successfully and there seems no reason why the other committees cannot follow suit!

Finally, two points on Club issues. Could the responsible body possibly “rehash” the duty roster so that members’ duties are more evenly spread throughout the year?  There are many instances where one is designated to do three or four different duties in the space of three or four weeks! Secondly the “pairings” for attendance duties should also be changed from time to time, say annually, in order to add some variation and allow us to get to know a little better an otherwise less familiar Rotarian!  Perhaps every second year commence one at the beginning of the alphabet and the other at the end.  

Clive Valentine


SNIPPETS GLEANINGS AND SPOTS

Gerald Ress  announced that there will be a workshop at the False Bay College at 13h00 on Friday 17 October to be followed by the “Turning of the first sod” as the beginning of building for the centennial project.

Rochelle Myers appealed for a cell phone for our exchange student, Aurore, and for those going to Stanford to pay their deposits.

Ken Sturgeon thanked the club for all the help given at the BIG WALK.

SERGEANT’S SPOT
Gill Bohlmann advised us that the best jobs at the Big Walk were helping Quartermaster Chris Du Plessis at the equipment containers where red and White “Tea” was available together with food . The only down side was that Henry Septoe arrived with equipment from his start to be unloaded during the meal.

Gill also advised us of the procedure behind the husband’s announcement that he would cook this Sunday.

The wife goes shopping for meat, potatoes, salads and beers

The wife prepares the meat and potatoes, makes the salad and ensures the beers are in the fridge

The husband lights the fire and fills the house with smoke

The wife brings out the meat and potatoes to be cooked

The husband puts the above on the fire and makes a request

The wife brings the husband another beer

The wife persuades the husband to stop cooking before burning everything

The wife serves the meal onto plates and tells the husband to get is own beer

The husband asks his wife if she enjoyed not cooking.

Editor’s note: Regarding the above, there is absolutely no truth in the current rumour that Henry Septoe purchased a 4X4 purely so that he could enjoy the thrill of driving over the centre island in Station Road Observatory when collecting and returning Big Walk equipment once  a year.
PRESIDENT’S CORNER

President Jeanette welcomed all our visitors on behalf of the club and wished Paul & Belinda Roux and Brian & Gill Bohlmann well for their anniversaries. She also wished “Happy Birthday” to Win Phillips, Melissa McCarthy, Suzy Himely and Christine Rogers. Jeanette mentioned that she had received an e-mail from the Events Office thanking the club for their help with the Big Walk. Jeanette requested as many as possible to attend the week-end at Stanford (see forthcoming events in this Bulletin) as it was bound to be great fun. 

SPEAKER

There was no speaker as it was a Committee meeting week. 

ATTENDANCE  14 OCTOBER

37 Rotarians present (74% attendance). 11 apologies. Visiting Rotarians: Joachim and Jutta Dieckmann (Lumeburg, Germany) who are the parents of former exchange student Andreas Dieckemann. Exchange student Aurore Da Lavall. Vistor: Bill Balsdon. 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

31 October and 1 November. Weekend Away Stanford  Contact Joe White for more details   

18 November Raid to Bellville

14 March 2004 Cape Argus Pick n Pay Cycle Tour

7 to 9 May 2004 District  9350 Conference, Upington,

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

 Congratulations and best wishes to the following on their birthdays: Derek Smorenburg (22 October) Linda Smorenburg (24 October) Pat De Groot (26 October) 
VOCATIONAL SERVICE IDEAS

RIP Jonathan makes an appeal for us to use vocational service to "Lend a Hand" to all communities in need. How could we do it?

· Sponsor a careers information evening.

· Recognize Rotarians and others for vocational service achievements.

· Encourage Rotarians to join Rotary Fellowships

· Promote "My job" talks by Rotarians

· Share The Four-Way Test - In businesses and schools. 

· Promote the use of the Declaration for Rotarians in Businesses and Professions.

· Practice & promote high ethical business standards.

Good luck with your vocational service endeavors
DG Metcalf Fick


Highly desirable Beadwork Christmas Cards: ideal as a corporate

gift or a card for a special friend    On sale at R20 each:

Other AIDS Beadwork badges, articles also available.

Contact Paul Roux

DUTY ROSTER
If you wish to change or swap duties- PLEASE INFORM our new Master Sergeant Lionel Morkel: 696 4898 Will those who are down to do the Comment, please have a copy of the “The Object of Rotary” which is available in the Club Directory. The Assistant Editor should see that they come prepared on the evening and take notes of the Snippets, Spots, Presidents Spot and the Speaker. The “comment” should be handed to the editor at the Tuesday meeting. N.B. It would be greatly appreciated if copy could be sent to the editor, at the latest Wednesday evening, following the Tuesday meeting: FAX: 650 3791 E-mail: holmes@enviro.uct.ac.za 
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	20 November

Septoe, Sturgeon, Stead


LAST LAUGH

An old farmer had owned a large farm for several years. He had a big pond in the back. One hot summer’s evening the old farmer decided to go down to the pond, as he hadn't been there for a while, and look it over. As he neared the pond, he heard voices shouting and laughing with glee. As he came closer he saw it was a bunch of young women skinny dipping in his pond.

He made the women aware of his presence and they all went to the deep end of the pond. One of the women shouted to him, "We're not coming out until you leave!"

The old man replied, "I didn't come down here to watch you ladies swim or make you get out of the pond naked. I only came to feed the crocodile."

Moral: Old age and treachery will triumph over youth and skill!

PLEASE SHARE THE CLARION WITH YOUR PARTNER IN ROTARY!
OCTOBER IS VOCATIONAL SERVICE MONTH





The Club invites nominations, in writing, for Vocational Service Awards. Please speak to Dave Williams or Peter Holmes for more details.
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