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COMMENT

Isn’t it interesting how good copy for the Comment comes in fits and starts? We recently had the great exchange student debate, which generated an excellent, thought provoking exchange in this column. I see that some of the Comment debate from the Clarion was even used (with acknowledgement) by other Clubs in the District in their bulletins, clearly an indication that the material was of some substance, and of interest to all Rotarians. Members might be interested to know that bulletin editors from a number of clubs in the District exchange bulletins on a regular basis, and this helps to circulate and disseminate the ideas of local Rotarians within the District. When all is said and done Rotary, like any other organisation, functions because of the energy and, equally important but often unrecognised, the ideas of its members. The quality of the comment received for this column from Club members varies from well thought out and articulate opinions and arguments, which stimulate debate, to hurried scribblings on arbitrary issues, to nothing at all! While we seem to be strong in the energy department (well, most of us, at least!) we possibly need to give more focus to the ideas part. Rotarians can do this by generating useful discussion and debate via this column. In this way, the bulletin will not simply become a sterile re-hash of what happened at the previous meeting, but rather a medium for dynamic discourse, which will ultimately benefit and strengthen Rotary.

The Editor  

ROTARACT CAR RALLY
Thank you and well done to Paul De Groot for planning and arranging an excellent route for the Rotaract Car Rally which took place this Saturday 4 October 2003! There were 50 participants and 15 cars in total. Following the Car Rally was a braai and a good social at the Uncle Willy's Castle and of course the rugby! It was an excellent afternoon and here is looking forward to the next one! 


NEW GRANT STRUCTURE

Editor’s note: The following is taken from the DG’s September newsletter, and although familiar to many Rotarians, I thought it might be of interest to members generally.

At the April 2002 Trustee Meeting, the Trustees of The Rotary Foundation decided to adopt a new grant structure for Humanitarian programs effective 1 July 2003. This new structure will allow new grants to be phased in as older grant programs are phased out. The new grant programs are Matching Grants, Individual Grants, and District Simplified Grants.

Matching Grants will support Rotary clubs and districts as they address humanitarian conditions that benefit communities in need. The Matching Grant program will continue in a manner that is consistent and compatible with the new grant structure.

Individual Grants will support the travel of individual Rotarians planning or implementing service projects. Individual Grants will service the same needs as Discovery Grants and Grants for Rotary Volunteers (including Long-Term Volunteers), which were phased out of the Humanitarian Grants Program on 1 January 2003.

District Simplified Grants will support the service activities or humanitarian endeavours in which districts engage. District Simplified Grants will service the same needs as Helping Grants, Humanitarian Transportation Grants, Community Assistance Program Awards, and New Opportunity Grants; all of which were phased out of the Humanitarian Grants Program on 1 January 2003. 

Incomplete Applications: After hearing concerns of many Rotarians throughout the world, the Trustees decided that as of 1 July 2003 incomplete grant applications will be returned to the primary project contact with an explanation.
SNIPPETS GLEANINGS AND SPOTS

Lionel Overmeyer announced that the funds for the Fezeka Project have been received. We are now ready to proceed with the project. Rotarians were invited to visit the project the following day, 8 October. The project is due to be completed by the end of the year. 

SERGEANT’S SPOT
Brian Bohlmann entertained the Club before handing over to the President. The Scribe is unable to provide details of the 'Spot', as he was (a) fined for some reason that he has yet to discover and (b) had to collect fines and confiscate drinks from those recalcitrant souls who refused to pay.

 
Highly desirable Beadwork Christmas Cards: ideal as a corporate

gift or a card for a special friend    On sale at R20 each:

Other AIDS Beadwork badges, articles also available.

Contact Paul Roux

PRESIDENT’S CORNER

President Jeanette, who had earlier 'earned her spurs' by combining the loyal toast with a compliment to S.A.'s victorious cricketers in far away Pakistan, welcomed everyone, particularly the three new Rotarians as  well as our Ambassadorial Scholar. She thanked everyone for helping to make the D.G.'s visit so successful. She announced that the Board had decided to nominate A.G. Manfred Klose for the position of D.G. for the year 2005/2006. 

SPEAKERS

Theo Stead and Ken Sturgeon then outlined the significance of Sunday's Big Walk (the 100th) and the various duties for the day. President Jeanette thanked Theo and Ken, and wished everyone well for Sunday. 

ATTENDANCE  7 OCTOBER

40 Rotarians present (80%). There were 9 apologies. Visitor Olivier Pandajila  and exchange student Cori Kelly.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

17 and 18 October Symphonic Pops Constantia Rotary

31 October and 1 November. Weekend Away Stanford  Contact Joe White for more details   

14 March 2004 Cape Argus Pick n Pay Cycle Tour

7 to 9 May 2004 District  9350 Conference, Upington,

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

 Congratulations and best wishes to the following: 14 October Paul and Belinda Roux, wedding anniversary; 15 October Win Phillips, birthday; 16 October Brian and Gill Bohlmann, wedding anniversary; 17 October Melissa McCarthy, birthday; 9 October Suzy Himely, birthday; 20 October Christine Rogers, birthday 
HISTORICAL REVIEW OF ROTARY

1985 – 1986

Rotary’s membership topped one million in February 1986, with Jean Paul Moroval of Thionville, France, chosen as the millionth member. The 22,000th club (Ringerike, Norway) was admitted on 6 March 1986. The year’s 824-new-club total was the second highest ever. The Foundation’s Disaster Relief Program was introduced and the first University Teacher Grants awarded. Philip Lindsay was elected general secretary. The Rotary Foundation contributions totalled $29,753,883 and 931 scholarships were awarded.

New countries admitted:  Guinea

Number of clubs:  22,365

Membership:  1,013,033  

President:  Edward F. Cadman, Wenatchee, Washington, U.S.A.

Convention: Las Vegas, Nevada, U.S.A.

Registration:  18,426

Editor: With acknowledgements to the DG’s newsletter

DUTY ROSTER
If you wish to change or swap duties- PLEASE INFORM our new Master Sergeant Lionel Morkel: 696 4898 Will those who are down to do the Comment, please have a copy of the “The Object of Rotary” which is available in the Club Directory. The Assistant Editor should see that they come prepared on the evening and take notes of the Snippets, Spots, Presidents Spot and the Speaker. The “comment” should be handed to the editor at the Tuesday meeting. N.B. It would be greatly appreciated if copy could be sent to the editor, at the latest Wednesday evening, following the Tuesday meeting: FAX: 650 3791 E-mail: holmes@enviro.uct.ac.za 

	Date
	14 October
	21 October
	28 October
	4 November

	Venue
	Kelvin Grove

18h15 for 18h45
	Kelvin Grove

18h15 for 18h45
	Kelvin Grove

18h15 for 18h45
	Kelvin Grove

18h15 for 18h45

	Sergeant
	Bohlman G
	Burningham
	Cheek
	Berghoff
	

	Attendance
	Rogers/Ryall
	Ryall/Selwyn-Smith
	Selwyn-Smith/Septoe
	Septoe/Sturgeon
	

	Fellowship
	Selwyn-Smith
	Septoe
	Surve
	Valentine
	

	Grace
	Holmes
	Jeffrey
	Kornmuller
	Lancaster
	

	Intro Speaker
	--------------
	Williams
	Sturgeon
	----------------
	

	Speaker
	Committees
	Marianne Smith

Agric. Research C.
	UCT Bursary feedback
	Committees

	Thank Speaker
	----------------
	Sturgeon
	Valentine
	--------------
	

	Object or Four Way Test & Comment
	Valentine
	Viljoen
	Warner
	White
	

	Ast. Bulletin Editor
	White
	Willis
	Williams
	Bohlmann B
	

	Rotaract Club
	
	Jeffrey/Kornmuller
	
	Lancaster/

Muggleston


Rotaract meetings are held under the Claremont Bridge (Camp Ground Road) on the first and third Tuesday of each month.

Lighthouse duty: if you swap lift duties, please advise Lionel Overmeyer 762-3162

	Lighthouse Club

Transport
	16 October

Rainier-Pope/Ress/Rogers
	
	
	


LAST LAUGH

A man and his wife are awakened at 3 o'clock in the morning by a loud pounding on the door. The man gets up and goes to the door where a drunken stranger, standing in the pouring rain, is asking for a push. "Not a chance," says the husband, "it is three o'clock in the morning". He slams the door and returns to bed.  "Who was that?" asked his wife. 
"Just some drunk guy asking for a push," he answers.  "Did you help him?" she asks. 
"No, I did not, it is three in the morning and it is pouring outside!"  His wife said "Can't you remember about three months ago when we broke down and those two guys helped us?" "I think you should help him, and you should be ashamed of yourself!"  The man does as he is told, gets dressed, and goes out into the pouring rain He calls out into the dark, "Hello, are you still there?" "Yes," comes back the answer. "Do you still need a push?" calls out the husband. "Yes, please!" comes the reply from the dark. "Where are you?" asks the husband. 
"Over here on the swing!" replies the drunk. 

Editor: with thanks to both the Wynpress and The Gateway
PLEASE SHARE THE CLARION WITH YOUR PARTNER IN ROTARY!
OCTOBER IS VOCATIONAL SERVICE MONTH





The Club invites nominations, in writing, for Vocational Service Awards. Please speak to Dave Williams or Peter Holmes for more details.
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