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COMMENT

The Sergeant’s spot a few weeks back highlighted the President’s challenge and the fact that picking up the payee on the cheque was not necessarily indicative of the nature of the charity supported by the Rotarian. In my case it was the Potjie Foundation! When I was attacked in my home last year I met William Elliott at the Trauma Centre in Woodstock.; where a committed band of psychologists and social workers amongst others do their utmost to ameliorate the effects of trauma amongst individuals and groups.  William was also involved in Hearts of Men, a crime prevention initiative through a mentorship project; men guiding boys to be men. The context

“Traditional society in South Africa places a high value on respect for elders. In battling the apartheid regime, youth battled their parents as well because they were viewed as tolerating an unacceptable status quo. The youth rallied under the banner of ‘Liberation before Education’. A generation of SA youth are now known as ‘the lost generation’. We are now battling to transform a ‘culture of resistance’ into a ‘culture of education’. In the wake of  political transformation, the traditional relationships and sources of meaning between the generations have broken down, and the result is a new generation of township youth, many of whom reject parental authority, regard the streets as their home and armed gangs as their family. At the same time experiencing extremely difficult economic circumstances, the problems of alienated youth have increased exponentially.” - Allan Kaplan (Community Development Resource Association – Cape Town)

Closing the gap and creating a safe environment; an alternative to gangs. Our  primary focus is ‘closing the gap’ between youth, specifically young men, their families and their community. As most of the young men with whom we are working are fatherless and do not have positive role models, we also aim to ‘close the gap’ between older men and young men. 
Our programme aims to recreate the traditional role older men always played in guiding young men from boyhood into manhood; a rite of passage. We challenge all the men participating to rediscover what it is to be a man, and what it takes to build and nurture a sense of family and community. We capacitate both old and young men to take a leadership stand, to be seen as community builders, not community destroyers.

Engaging with the community: We have run the programme for two years in Golden Gate (a  poor neighbourhood within Bonteheuwel on the Cape Flats). In this time 42 boys and 15 older men as mentors have participated. A third programme (21 youth plus10 mentors) is running in another Bonteheuwel neighbourhood called Kalksteenfontein, with the co-operation of the local Community Police Forum as well as the Department of Community Development (Unicity of Cape Town) and the Department of Community Safety (Provincial Government). This is an area of intense gang conflict. We form close working relationships with the local participating schools, as it is critical to keep these vulnerable young men in education.The young men (from 13 to 17 years of age) all form the same neighbourhood, participate in an intense weekly support & training programme over 8 months. The older men also selected mainly from the local area, have 3 months of mentorship training. 

Our approach is encouraging the local community to take more responsibility for their young people. We would like to donate the R1,250 from Rotary directly to our host community in assisting them to set up their own community youth support structures, in order for this positive beginning to be sustained.The cheque should be made out to: The Potjie Foundation ( which holds and manages finances on behalf of our community-based initiatives). So now you know what the Potjie Foundation stands for!

Diana Selwyn-Smith


HABITAT FOR HUMANITY

Hands on, hands dirty, clothes spattered with paint, but great fun and satisfaction in painting 2 houses in one day. That was what wasachieved by a small group of Claremont Rotarians, Rotex students, our ambassadorial student, Kori Kelly and some young persons on Saturday 13th September. There are always grumbles that our Rotary Club does not have enough hands on fellowship and here was a marvellous opportunity for action. Unfortunately only about 7 Rotarians turned up and they really worked hard at painting the 2 recently built houses that Habitat for Humanity had erected in Masiphumalela. They joined in the fun with all the young people and afterwards all had a wonderful lunch together in the first house that they had painted. The lunch had been prepared by the proud owner of the house. Habitat for Humanity is a non profit international organisation that builds houses for people in disadvantaged communities in 87 countries round the world. A new house is completed every 27 minutes somewhere in the world. They only build the houses on the request of the future owner and on approval of the local community. The new owner must pay a deposit of R3000 and then R300/month for the next 7 years. Local  labour and skills as well as volunteers from NGO's and churches are used. So far 92 houses have been built in Masiphumelela. In spite of a gale force wind everyone had a marvellous time . 

Chris Rainier-Pope


Highly desirable Beadwork Christmas Cards: ideal as a corporate

 gift or a card for a special friend    On sale at R20 each:

Other AIDS Beadwork badges, articles also available.

Contact Paul Roux

SNIPPETS, GLEANINGS AND SPOTS

Paul de Groot: 

1) Forms for Uncle Willy’s Parties will be sent out shortly. If members want tickets for 

their families, please contact Paul ASAP. No late applications please.

2) Rotaract are having a Novelty Motor Rally on the 4th October. Braai afterwards. 

Should be great fun. Contact Paul

John Burdes : 

1) The Boy Friend is sold out

2) Symphonic Pops on 18 October : tickets still available

3) Matching grant for Sarah Fox Children’s Hospital has now come through

Ken Sturgeon:

1) Members of all 3 Event Trusts were to meet him after the dinner.

2) Over 33,000 email entries for the Cycle Tour were received in the first 55 hours. 

Available 3,000 entries by post. Were expecting grumbles from those who could not get to a computer in time.

3) Next year may ask for application forms for entry as is done in the London Marathon

4) Assistance will be required for manning the Big Walk start at Simon’s town

Rochelle Myers:

1) Requested help in collecting some material from the Events Office as she could not 

get there during office hours.

2) Had great fun at the Donkey Derby organised by Oostenberg

Henry Septoe:

A Thank you letter received from Julia Beck, who visited our club a few months ago on her way to initiating a literacy program at a school in NKZ.  The flag with which she as presented, now hangs in the principal’s office.

SERGEANT’S SPOT

Sergeant Roland Willis stated that he was reviewing a book written by a Zulu, who noted the marked similarities between certain Zulu words and Latin words, which sounded the same and had the same meaning.   

PRESIDENT’S SPOT

President Jeanette welcomed Alain Huchon back, he had just returned from France after unexpected cardiac surgery. Alain responded by saying that he was pleased to be back and thanked all for the good wishes, letters and emails which he had received. Jeanette thanked Pat White for organising  the Habitat for Housing project on Saturday.  It was great fun and we need to have more hands on projects. Dave Williams was also thanked for organising the KEAG meeting on Sunday morning. The Group Study Exchange Team from Finland were also there. A Fireside chat was run on Monday evening for the three incoming members,  James Louw, Frank Yang and Harold Philips. A Reminder that the D.G’s visit will be on 30 September; Club Assembly  18h15 until 19h15 with partners, Directors reports will be given. 19h30 will be Dinner, the Induction of new members and the presentation of 100% attendance awards. There is some concern regarding the sale of Cycle Tour transponders and this will be discussed by the Board. A letter and brochure has been received from the  READ Foundation requesting support for their course to be held on either the Saturday 20 September or the evening of the 23 September. Invitation to a Heritage Day Outing at Greenways Hotel Torquay Ave Claremont on the 24 September.  Parking available off Primrose Ave.  The gardens are a miniature Kirstenbosch and a full program of events including  wine tasting and musical entertainment.  A Spit braai at R50/person  Entry Adults R25 Pensioners R20 and children R10. Kromboom Rotary Club are assisting in organising this event and proceeds of the gate to go to the Langa Red Cross AIDS Centre. Henry Septoe was congratulated on election as chairman of the governing body of Uthango. Centennial roses have arrived and can be collected from Jeanette’s car.

DEBATE

Paul de Groot chaired a discussion on the Pros and Cons of the Exchange student program:

He mentioned that Rotary run three Youth programs: Rotaract, Interact Exchange students. All three are suffering in numbers and the support for our three Interact Clubs is abysmal. Rotaract is also suffering.  There were 14 Rotaract Clubs in our District and we are now down to four! It is only the support of Rotary members who can make it successful.  Please take the Roster seriously Youth Exchange.  This is proving to be a very difficult problem due to a lack of Rotary hosts and support in taking out incoming students. The South African out going students are of a high calibre and get a lot of expert training.  In bound students are often poorly chosen. After much debate, the Club felt that the program was basically a good one.  Unfortunately most of our club members are too old to be hosting 17 year old school youngsters, who have to be taken to school;  sports etc and thus are unable to host.  It was also felt that we should investigate the possibility of asking another club to act as hosts while we paid the students expenses. Our present incoming student Aurora de Laval is at present being hosted by  Annette Johnson ph. 761.8060
ATTENDANCE 16th  SEPTEMBER

Visitors – James Louw,  Olivier Pandjila and Frank Yang Make-ups 1, Apologies 10


Highly desirable Beadwork Christmas Cards: ideal as a corporate

 gift or a card for a special friend

 On sale at R20 each: Contact Paul Roux

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Heritage Day 24 September: Kromboom Rotary Heritage Day at Greenways. Money raised is earmarked for the Langa Red Cross Aids Centre. Tickets or further information: contact Michael Lawrence telephone 461 7764, fax 461 7764 or email: ukukhula@mweb.co.za.

Inner Wheel Fundraiser The Boyfiend Artscape Arena 26 September 20h15 R60 per head. Contact Nancy Burdes 671 7930

District Governor’s Metcalf Fick’s visit Tuesday 30 September. Format: Meet president Jeanette Leng, secretary Rochelle Meyers and AG Manfred Klose at 17h15 for 45 minutes. Forum from 18h15 to 19h15 with all Rotary partners including Interact, Rotaract. Dinner 19h30.

Foundation Seminar 11 October, Contact Pres. Marc Stuyck for more details:  E-mail: marc.stuyck@absamail.co.za or see last week’s Clarion
Cape Times FNB Big Walk 12 October 2003 

Symphonic Pops Constantia Rotary 17 and 18 October

Weekend Away Stanford 25 and 26 October. Contact Joe White for more details, or refer to last week’s Clarion. 

Closing date for nominations for District Governor, 2005/2006 31 October. Contact DG elect June Webber
Cape Argus Pick n Pay Cycle Tour 14 March 2004

District  9350 Conference, Upington, Friday 7 to Sunday 9 May 2004

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

 Congratulations to the following:  John and Molly Cook, and Lionel and Carole Overmeyer: wedding anniversary, 24 September. Maurice Bergoff: birthday, 25 September. Dave Williams: birthday, 27 September. Jennifer Septoe: birthday, 29 September.
DUTY ROSTER
If you wish to change or swap duties- PLEASE INFORM our new Master Sergeant Lionel Morkel: 696 4898 Will those who are down to do the Comment, please have a copy of the “The Object of Rotary” which is available in the Club Directory. The Assistant Editor should see that they come prepared on the evening and take notes of the Snippets, Spots, Presidents Spot and the Speaker. The “comment” should be handed to the editor at the Tuesday meeting. N.B. It would be greatly appreciated if copy could be sent to the editor, at the latest Wednesday evening, following the Tuesday meeting: FAX: 650 3791 E-mail: holmes@enviro.uct.ac.za 

	Date
	23 September
	30 September
	7 October
	14 October

	Venue
	Kelvin Grove

6.15 for 6.45
	Kelvin Grove

18h15 + Partners
	Kelvin Grove

18h15 + Partners
	Kelvin Grove

18h15 + Partners

	Sergeant
	Burdes
	Du Plessis
	Bohlman B
	Bohlman G
	

	Attendance
	Pryor/Rainier-Pope
	Rainier-Pope/Ress
	Ress/Rogers
	Rogers/Ryall
	

	Fellowship
	Rogers
	Roux
	Ryall
	Selwyn-Smith
	

	Grace
	Dorrat
	Du Plessis
	Harding
	Holmes
	

	Intro Speaker
	Roux
	
	-----------
	--------------
	

	Speaker
	Rotaract
	DG Metcalf Fick’s visit
	Stead: Big Walk

Briefing
	Committees

	Thank Speaker
	Parlabean
	Septoe
	-----------
	----------------
	

	Object or Four Way Test & Comment
	Septoe
	Sturgeon
	Surve
	Valentine
	

	Ast. Bulletin Editor
	Valentine
	Viljoen
	Warner
	White
	

	Rotaract Club
	
	
	Harding/Holmes
	


Rotaract meetings are held under the Claremont Bridge (Camp Ground Road) on the first and third Tuesday of each month.

Lighthouse duty: if you swap lift duties, please advise Lionel Overmeyer 762-3162

	Lighthouse Club

Transport
	
	
	
	


EDITOR’S NOTE : Many thanks to a rock-solid Chris Rainier Pope for stepping in to the scribe spot for this Clarion literally at the last minute. I’m particularly grateful to Chris for submitting copy on time in the face of technological adversity, as his new computer apparently ate his first attempt.

VOCATIONAL LAUGH

A Doctor, a Civil Engineer, and a Planner sitting around late one evening, and they got to discussing which was the oldest profession. The Doctor pointed out that according to Biblical tradition, God created Eve from Adam's rib. This obviously required surgery, so therefore that was the oldest profession in the world. The Engineer countered with an earlier passage in the Bible that stated that God created order from the chaos, and that was most certainly the biggest and best civil engineering example ever, and also proved that his profession was the oldest profession. The Planner leaned back in her chair, and with a sly smile responded, "Yes, but who do you think created the chaos?"
PLEASE SHARE THE CLARION WITH YOUR PARTNER IN ROTARY!
OCTOBER WILL BE VOCATIONAL SERVICE MONTH





The Club invites nominations, in writing, by the end of September, for Vocational Service Awards. Please speak to Dave Williams or Peter Holmes for more details.
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