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COMMENT

I read with interest Peter Rogers comment on youth exchange in last weeks Clarion. I endorse his sentiments. Having seen a Rotary exchange student in Australia return from a year in Japan speaking fluent Japanese, set up for life with a job and our own Robin Booth returning from South America having to translate questions into Spanish, think of the answer and then translate back into English to answer the questions put to him at a Rotary Claremont meeting, has left a powerful impression on me. There is no doubt that Rotary Youth Exchange fulfils a very important role in the Rotary Family Wheel. I was pleased to see that Peter used specific examples to illustrate his points. So often I have witnessed that it is merely an emotional argument between those who support the programme and those who oppose it. I think we must all agree that the programme is fundamentally good. Whether we support it's application to Claremont at the present time is the point that is open to debate. Peter touches on the current membership profile of Claremont not being sympathetic to the programme. I would suggest that the age profile of Claremont members and their support for the programme are directly linked. It is natural as we get older and our children leave home that our focus on youth diminishes and our personal involvement becomes less. However this must not reduce our support for those actively involved in the programme.

This brings us to the thorny issue of Membership and new Members. I believe that all Service clubs like Rotary Clubs have a natural life span. A group of people, some friends, some existing Rotarians get together to form a new Rotary Club. They attract new members and the club grows with the enthusiasm of youth. As the members of a club age they naturally attract people and friends of the same age. Thus they tend to all grow older together. As long as the Club gives birth to new Rotary Clubs it might not survive itself but its offspring will. One only has only to look at Rondebosch our sponsor club and our offspring Newlands and Kromboom to see this in action. In order to survive as Claremont we have to do every thing to attract younger members and the youth programme provides an ideal opportunity to do so whether for us or for other clubs. I think that it should be a condition of Rotary Exchange that students become members of Rotaract on their return and Rotaractors should be invited to join Rotary when they leave Rotaract.

I would suggest that since Claremont handed over the running of both the Argus and the Big Walk to the Events Management Trust a little of the spark has gone out of the club. Even though I am sure that we are all grateful for the reduced workload the 'buzz and hype' of actually running the event provided a cohesive force within the Club. I hope that the Uthango Enterprise Project, The Club's Centennial Project will replace these events and that the Club will make the transition from being involved with an income generating project to a community based project where the Income from the Argus and the Big Walk are distributed.   

John Ryall


SNIPPETS, GLEANINGS AND SPOTS

This was an evening for spots by the Club’s men of letters. Peter Holmes reminded members of the  GSE Team being part of a Vocational morning at Imhoff’s Gift Farm, 09h30 on Sunday. He also searched in desperation for a Clarion scribe. Paul Roux advertised the Beadwork Project and displayed  some of the latest wares. Hassan Survee publicised the Presidents Challenge and urged Rotarians to spend their cash.  Sergeant Dave Williams then awarded temporary, honorary doctorates or professorships to various Rotarians for the duration of their spots. Paul de Groot alerted us to a letter written by an embittered rugby fan, purporting to be an ex-member of International Rotary (sic), in which the writer implies Rotarians are racist. (Editors note: this really does warrant a response, possibly from District level). Theo Stead reminded us of the Big Walk and the Stanford Weekend away. Brian Bohlman reported back on progress of our exchange student, Bernice, who is in Germany.

SERGEANT’S SPOT

Sergeant Dave Williams explained the President’s Challenge to our visitors from Oostenberg Rotary Club and gave an overview of how members had used their President’s Challenge money in the past. They ranged from the poignant, to the humorous to the possibly down-right nefarious! He fined all Rotarians who had not taken up the challenge R3, and those who had were fined R2. Dave stressed that the final irony is that Joe White, who parted with his pipe after many years of happy puffing, had chosen to give his President’s Challenge cash to the Cape Times Fresh Air Fund!

PRESIDENTS SPOT

President Jeanette welcomed President Henri Holthuis and his fellow-raiders from Oostenberg Rotary Club, as well as our new exchange student Aurore de LaVal and her host parent Annette Johnson (husband David could not be present). President Jeanette thanked Chris Rainier-Pope for the Uthanga news flash, and reminded the Club of forthcoming events. President Henri later concluded the evening with his own spot. He thanked Claremont Rotary for the special association between Oostenberg and Claremont Clubs, which is born out particularly in the Cycle Tour, which is a significant source of income for Oostenberg. He then presented President Jeanette with a most appropriate Lend a Hand plaque on behalf of his Club.


Highly desirable Beadwork Christmas Cards: ideal as a corporate

 gift or a card for a special friend

 On sale at R20 each: Contact Paul Roux

INVITATION TO A FOUNDATION SEMINAR

Date:11 October 2003 Venue: Somchem Auditorium, Macassar (Map Attached)

Time: Registration 08h30 / Start 09h00 Cost: R60-00 (Including Lunch) 

RSVP:
Pres. Marc Stuyck  E-mail: marc.stuyck@absamail.co.za 

Fax  (021) 845 8552 Required: Please advise of any dietary requirements. We will require your ID numbers (Security at the Entrance) Closing Date: 5 October 2003 

SPEAKERS

John Ryall’s son Chris gave us an excellent, insightful talk into the world of school’s debating. Although from a disadvantaged backgound (Chris is at Bishops, not Rondebosch, SACS or Wynberg) one would never have suspected this as he expertly, and with a natural confidence,  explained the structure of debating at school, provincial and national level and the role of Rotary in supporting schools debating. Chris has recently returned from the International Schools Debating Championships in Peru. Not to be outdone, Melissa McCarthy thanked Chris in impeccable English. Bridget Brown, our (fairly) recently returned exchange student from Adelaide, Australia, spoke about Rotex, a body of ex-exchange students that builds capacity amongst Rotaract, Interact, and for in- and out-bound exchange students.  Altogether, this was an excellent evening for Youth!
ATTENDANCE 9 SEPTEMBER

32 Rotarians present (64%). 11 apologies. 11Oostenberg Rotarians. Visitors: Frank Yang, Olivier Pandajila, Kori Kelly, Chris Ryall (speaker), Annette Johnson (host parent), Aurore de LaVal (new exchange student), Brighid Browne (past exchange student).


FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Inner Wheel Fundraiser The Boyfiend Artscape Arena 26 September 20h15 R60 per head. Contact Nancy Burdes 671 7930

District Governor’s Metcalf Fick’s visit Tuesday 30 September. Format: Meet president Jeanette Leng, secretary Rochelle Meyers and AG Manfred Klose at 17h15 for 45 minutes. Forum from 18h15 to 19h15 with all Rotary partners including Interact, Rotaract. Dinner 19h30.

Cape Times FNB Big Walk 12 October 2003 

Symphonic Pops Constantia Rotary 17 and 18 October

Weekend Away Stanford 25 and 26 October. Contact Joe White for more details, or refer to last week’s Clarion. 

Closing date for nominations for District Governor, 2005/2006 31 October. Contact DG elect June Webber
Cape Argus Pick n Pay Cycle Tour 14 March 2004

District  9350 Conference, Upington, Friday 7 to Sunday 9 May 2004

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

There are no birthdays or anniversaries to celebrate in our Club for the following week! 
DUTY ROSTER
If you wish to change or swap duties- PLEASE INFORM our new Master Sergeant Lionel Morkel: 696 4898 Will those who are down to do the Comment, please have a copy of the “The Object of Rotary” which is available in the Club Directory. The Assistant Editor should see that they come prepared on the evening and take notes of the Snippets, Spots, Presidents Spot and the Speaker. The “comment” should be handed to the editor at the Tuesday meeting. N.B. It would be greatly appreciated if copy could be sent to the editor, at the latest Wednesday evening, following the Tuesday meeting: FAX: 650 3791 E-mail: holmes@enviro.uct.ac.za 

	Date
	16 September
	23 September
	30 September
	7 October

	Venue
	Kelvin Grove

6.15 for 6.45
	Kelvin Grove

6.15 for 6.45
	Kelvin Grove

18h15 + Partners
	

	Sergeant
	Willis
	Burdes
	Du Plessis
	Bohlman B
	

	Attendance
	Phillips/Pryor
	Pryor/Rainier-Pope
	Rainier-Pope/Ress
	Ress/Rogers
	

	Fellowship
	Sturgeon
	Rogers
	Roux
	Ryall
	

	Grace
	Dekker
	Dorrat
	Du Plessis
	Harding
	

	Intro Speaker
	Pres Leng/Rogers
	Roux
	
	-----------
	

	Speaker
	Forum- youth exchange-yes/no
	Rotaract
	DG Metcalf Fick’s visit
	Stead: Big Walk

Briefing

	Thank Speaker
	----------
	Parlabean
	Septoe
	-----------
	

	Object or Four Way Test & Comment
	Selwyn-smith
	Septoe
	Sturgeon
	Surve
	

	Ast. Bulletin Editor
	Survee
	Valentine
	Viljoen
	Warner
	

	Rotaract Club
	Dorrat/Du Plessis
	
	
	Harding/Holmes


Rotaract meetings are held under the Claremont Bridge (Camp Ground Road) on the first and third Tuesday of each month.

Lighthouse duty: if you swap lift duties, please advise Lionel Overmeyer 762-3162

	Lighthouse Club

Transport
	18 September

Roux, Parlabean, Pryor
	
	
	


VOCATIONAL LAUGH

Editor’s note: A few of our members list their vocation as management, or project management or similar. This joke is a bit of an oldie, but then, so are some of our manger members! 

A man is flying in a hot air balloon and realises he is lost. He reduces height and spots a man down below. He lowers the balloon further and shouts: "Excuse me, can you help me? I promised my friend. I would meet him half an hour ago, but I don't know where I am." The man below says, "Yes, you are in a hot air balloon, hovering approximately 10 metres above this field. You are between 40 and 42 degrees North latitude, and between 58 and 60 degrees West longitude." "You must be a programmer," says the balloonist. "I am," replies the man. "How did you know?"  "Well," says the balloonist, "everything you have told me is technically correct, but I have no idea what to make of your information, and the fact is I am still lost. "The man below says, "You must be a project manager". "I am," replies the balloonist, "but how did you know?" "Well," says the man, "you don't know where you are or where you are going. You have made a promise which you have no idea how to keep, and you expect me to solve your problem. The fact is you are in the exact same position you were in before we met, but now it is somehow my fault."
PLEASE SHARE THE CLARION WITH YOUR PARTNER IN ROTARY!
OCTOBER WILL BE VOCATIONAL SERVICE MONTH





The Club invites nominations, in writing, by the end of September, for Vocational Service Awards. Please speak to Dave Williams or Peter Holmes for more details.








INNER WHEEL FUNDRAISER





PREVIEW: THE BOY FRIEND ARTSCAPE ARENA  26 September at 20h15 R60 per head. 


Contact Nancy Burdes 671 7930 or e-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:jpburdes@icon.co.za" ��jpburdes@icon.co.za�





REMINDER





The Club has a block booking for the Cape Town Pops performance on


Saturday, 18 October. Venue: City Hall. Start: 20:00. Only six seats left - R120-00 each. Please contact John Burdes (details above) to book.
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