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COMMENT

The Big Exchange Student Debate continues

I fully agree with some of the comments in last week’s Clarion and would like to thank Chris Rainier-Pope for raising the issue of Youth Exchange in a way that open discussion may take place. Yes, the exchange students we send as outbound are wonderful ambassadors for our country. Almost without exception, they are highly achieving and motivated young people who are accepted well into their host countries and form ties and friendships through Rotary for life. I also agree that some of our inbound students are perhaps not subject to the same stringent selection processes and that they are not always of outstanding calibre. However, the comment that Rotary does not benefit from this programme causes concern.  For example, in District 9350 alone, we have gained three new Rotarians directly because of the Youth Exchange Programme. 

Rotary must recruit new, active and dynamic members, preferably fairly young in years, to survive and our lack of new members is a cause for concern world-wide. Imagine then, a programme that introduces Rotary to many that have not had exposure to it, and offers contact with Rotary over at least a two year period and involves many families, schools and countries. Within our District, Di Rigotti’s child had a wonderful year in South America, and she in turn has hosted. It was her good impression of the programme and Rotary that resulted in her joining. Another mother of one of our students felt that her son benefited so immensely she also joined Rotary in order to “put something back”; and Kay du Toit has hosted many times and is in fact now serving as a district counsellor. Both these new Rotarians joined because someone took the time and trouble to invite them into the Rotary family.  Kay could have joined Claremont, but no-one asked her. The key to Youth Exchange is to develop our young people so that they reach their full potential and take their place as leaders in society in the time to come. As such, they are exposed to Rotary in a very positive way, and students may go on to become Rotaractors and Rotarians and therefore put something into Rotary itself; and this should be our focus, rather than dwelling on unsuccessful inbound students.

Clubs need to nurture and develop both our inbound and outbound students and regard them as Rotarians-in-the-making. We are all busy people, but in a Club our size, we could all commit to doing one thing for the student for one week of the year. These activities do not have to involve any investment other than our time. I feel strongly that you get out what you put in, and this is the case with Claremont. For example, there were many comments about Risa Rima’s participation in the Cycle Tour. In fact, she served at the Kirstenbosch and Rotex drinks stand; again, no-one from Claremont bothered to involve her or ask her to assist. Risa was an excellent student and has benefited from the programme so much that she intends to study English at University.

I have met many returned exchange students and find it interesting to see how they have grown due to the programme. They may not have joined Rotary, but all contribute to their communities in different ways and are very aware of the social problems in our country. We should examine why they do not join Rotary, and explore ways in which to draw them in.  Some Clubs make their returning students honorary Rotarians for a year and invite them to major meetings and event. One possibly more helpful way of recruiting new members, due to the rather elderly profile of the average Rotarian (!) is to consider making the students honorary Rotaractors, which in turn will act as a source for Rotaract who are currently having recruitment difficulties. From there, could spring a natural progression into Rotary.  

A more global difficulty is how we as Rotarians behave at Club meetings and functions. We are all guilty of being “cliquey” and this is often a major off-put to prospective members.  Again, if we regarded our young people, and indeed the partners in Rotary as prospective members, took the trouble to get to know them; and to share some fellowship with people other than those in our inner circle, this would make Rotary a friendlier place for strangers.  Becoming a Rotarian should not be an endurance test, but rather be warm and welcoming introduction into the wonderful Organization that is Rotary. This is not to say we as a Club have not made a contribution to the Exchange programme. Wilhemijn Aarden came to South Africa and really benefited from the programme in terms of confidence and maturity. She has as a result of what she experienced joined Rotex and became Chairperson of Rotex on her return to Holland.  She was also accepted into medicine and is determined to return to South Africa once the qualifies as a doctor to an internship. This will be a definite reward which Rotary and South Africa will have gained from the programme. The determination that these students show in wanting to do Youth exchange is also admirable. One student found she was going to be too old if she stayed at school and went after Matric. She left school early and studied by correspondence and completed three years of schooling within two years.  She then went on to Japan as an exchange student and still did well enough to get into University.  It would be sad if students such as these lost out on being able to go on exchange due to Rotarians feeling that there was no benefit from the programme or were too apathetic to get involved.

There has been talk about the cost effectiveness of the programme.  What cheaper form of advertising or promotion of Rotary both in South Africa and abroad is the Exchange Student? The reason Claremont has not got value for money is that they have possibly not shown enough interest in the student and as such this has been an opportunity lost. In conclusion I believe that the support that Claremont has given to the programme has been wonderful and all that is needed is for us to take a bit of interest in the individual students and we will get the necessary rewards both for ourselves and for Rotary.

Peter Rogers


SNIPPETS, GLEANINGS AND SPOTS

Lionel Morkel reminded us all about the Upington Conference and asked for names of those interested.  Please check that Lionel has you name and get it on his list if it is not there.
John Burdes reminded the club about the Inner Wheels fundraiser “The Boyfriend” on 26th September. Please contact him for tickets. This is an old and well-known classic. John will be taking money for the Cape Town Pops concert in a few weeks time. Please note this event takes place on 18th October.
Gerald Ress reported that the Centennial Project contract had been signed and that the three main signatories had been women. (Jimmy Warner has reportedly left the country on the strength of this). The programme already has 10 entrepreneurs in training and is looking good.
Ken Sturgeon reported that the organisation of the Big Walk is going well and that we are looking to promote groups of 100 walkers to celebrate this Centennial event. We are challenging Rotary, Rotaract and Interact Clubs to raise groups of people to make this a record entry. Valkenberg has asked to have a greater involvement this year and some of their patients will be helping on the 5km Walk through Valkenberg and also helping with the clean-up at Hartleyvale. The Cycle Tour is in the process of breaking entry records and by 18:00 some 36 hours after opening the entries we had taken 16 000 entries. (Note all 32 000 on entries were taken up by 12:00 on Thursday, 64 hours after opening.) Ken also asked for volunteers to take part in the Habitat for Humanities “house build” project on 13th September. Anybody who did not put their name on the list please contact Pat White at 685 6551.
INDUCTION

President Jeanette inducted Derek Pearl as an Honorary Rotarian in his capacity as President of the Claremont Rotaract Club.
SERGEANT’S SPOT

Sergeant Joe White enquired whether anyone had tried to lick his or her elbow this week. He also told the story of the Australian exchange student who was busy decorating a hall and standing on a ladder and asked if someone could pass the Durex. After a stunned silence this turned out to mean sticky tape! He noted that five Rotarians were living in post boxes according to the Club directory.
PRESIDENTS SPOT

President Jeanette welcomed Frank Yang, Olivier Pandajila, Derek Pearl and Leanne Simoncelli. She announced the appointment of Alois Kornmuller as a Trustee of the Event Management Trust. She confirmed the reign of the petticoat government with the signature of the Centennial Agreement and reminded the Club that Oostenberg will be raiding the club next week. She reported that Cheryl Chidrawi had resigned as on Tuesdays she had conflicting work engagements with Rotary. President Jeanette reminded members of the District Mini Conference on 13th September in Mossel Bay and noted that our Club had contributed R50 000 to Rotary International.
Scribes note: Congratulations to President Jeannette on becoming a grandmother (again)!
WEEKEND AWAY

The Rotary Club of Claremont (South Africa) will be having an "Out of Town Week-end" at Stanford (via Hermanus) on 25 & 26 October 2003. Provisional bookings have been made at The Stanford Lodge - 10 rooms for Friday night 24th and 20 rooms for Saturday night 25th. The cost is R 250 per double en suite room per night, bed and breakfast. Please book for yourself and pay your deposit before The BIG Walk ( 12 Oct. 2003). For details phone the lodge at 028 341 0300 or Theo Stead on 082 443 6375.

Things to do from Stanford: Golf in Hermanus  Tennis in Hermanus Squash in Hermanus Visit Birkenhead brewery at Stanford crossroads (if still in business) Visit Salmonsdam Nature reserve on the R326 not far from Stanford or Fernkloof nature reserve in Hermanus Visit the church in Stanford which is made from petrified Rice Crispies Visit Baardskeerdersbos for a shave via Gansbaai if you can tear yourself from shark watching Visit the Hemel & Aarde wine route via Hermanus Drive the Rotary Way drive along the top of the hills behind Hermanus See the wales from Stanfords cove on the way to Gansbaai or in Hermanus  The idea is to get together for dinner at the Lodge on Saturday evening with, hopefully some members of the Hermanus Rotary Club. It is proposed to have a farewell braai at the Lodge about noon on Sunday

ATTENDANCE

Welcome to Leanne Simoncelli and Derek Pearl ( both from Claremont Rotaract), and to visitors Frank Yang and Olivier Pandajila. There were 3 make-ups, and 11 apologies, but the number of Rotarians attending the meeting was not as meticulously recorded.


FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Rotary Foundation Mini Conference Sat 13 September Mossel Bay. Contact Pat Good e-mail patgood@pixie.co.za or phone 0824404062

Habitat for Humanity Saturday 13 September (see above).

Vocational Service Imhoff’s Farm visit Sunday 14 September 09h30. Wally Petersen will brief us on KEAG happenings, followed by brunch. All welcome. 

The deadline for RI receipt of 2003/2004 SERVICE ABOVE SELF AWARD nominations is 15 September

Inner Wheel Fundraiser The Boyfiend Artscape Arena 26 September 20h15 R60 per head. Contact Nancy Burdes 671 7930

District Governor’s Metcalf Fick’s visit Tuesday 30 September. Format: Meet president Jeanette Leng, secretary Rochelle Meyers and AG Manfred Klose at 17h15 for 45 minutes. Forum from 18h15 to 19h15 with all Rotary partners including Interact, Rotaract. Dinner 19h30.

Cape Times FNB Big Walk 12 October 2003 

Symphonic Pops Constantia Rotary 17 and 18 October

Cape Argus Pick n Pay Cycle Tour 14 March 2004

District  9350 Conference, Upington, Friday 7 to Sunday 9 May 2004

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

 Happy birthday to Chris Du Plessis (12 September) 
DUTY ROSTER
If you wish to change or swap duties- PLEASE INFORM our new Master Sergeant Lionel Morkel: 696 4898 Will those who are down to do the Comment, please have a copy of the “The Object of Rotary” which is available in the Club Directory. The Assistant Editor should see that they come prepared on the evening and take notes of the Snippets, Spots, Presidents Spot and the Speaker. The “comment” should be handed to the editor at the Tuesday meeting. N.B. It would be greatly appreciated if copy could be sent to the editor, at the latest Wednesday evening, following the Tuesday meeting: FAX: 650 3791 E-mail: holmes@enviro.uct.ac.za 

	Date
	9 September
	16 September
	23 September
	30 September

	Venue
	Kelvin Grove

6.15 for 6.45
	Kelvin Grove

6.15 for 6.45
	Kelvin Grove

6.15 for 6.45
	Kelvin Grove

18h15 + Partners

	Sergeant
	Williams
	Willis
	Burdes
	Du Plessis
	

	Attendance
	Parlabean/Phillips
	Phillips/Pryor
	Pryor/Rainier-Pope
	Rainier-Pope/Ress
	

	Fellowship
	Rainier-Pope
	Sturgeon
	Rogers
	Roux
	

	Grace
	De Groot
	Dekker
	Dorrat
	Du Plessis
	

	Intro Speaker
	Rogers
	Pres Leng/Rogers
	Roux
	
	

	Speaker
	Christopher Ryall
	Forum- youth exchange-yes/no
	Rotaract
	DG Metcalf Fick’s visit

	Thank Speaker
	Myers
	----------
	Parlabean
	Septoe
	

	Object or Four Way Test & Comment
	Ryall
	Selwyn-smith
	Septoe
	Sturgeon
	

	Ast. Bulletin Editor
	Sturgeon
	Survee
	Valentine
	Viljoen
	

	Rotaract Club
	
	Dorrat/Du Plessis
	
	


Rotaract meetings are held under the Claremont Bridge (Camp Ground Road) on the first and third Tuesday of each month.

Lighthouse duty: if you swap lift duties, please advise Lionel Overmeyer 762-3162

	Lighthouse Club

Transport
	
	18 September

Roux, Parlabean, Pryor
	
	


VOCATIONAL LAUGH

Editor’s note: Our lady president is a neuro-psychologist, so here is a “therapeutic” joke: 

A man walked into a therapist's office looking very depressed. "Doc, you've got to help me. I can't go on like this." "What's the problem?" the doctor inquired.  "Well, I'm 35 years old and I still have no luck with the ladies. No matter how hard I try, I just seem to scare them away." "My friend, this is not a serious problem. You just need to work on your self-esteem. Each morning, I want you to get up and run to the bathroom mirror. Tell yourself that you are a good person, a fun person, and an attractive person. But say it with real conviction. Within a week you'll have women buzzing all around you." The man seemed content with this advice and walked out of the office a bit excited. Three weeks later he returned with the same downtrodden expression on his face. "Did my advice not work?" asked the doctor. "It worked alright. For the past several weeks I've enjoyed some of the best moments in my life with the most fabulous looking women." "So, what's your problem?"  "I don't have a problem," the man replied. "My wife does."
PLEASE SHARE THE CLARION WITH YOUR PARTNER IN ROTARY!
OCTOBER WILL BE VOCATIONAL SERVICE MONTH





The Club invites nominations, in writing, by the end of September, for Vocational Service Awards. Please speak to Dave Williams or Peter Holmes for more details.








INNER WHEEL FUNDRAISER





PREVIEW: THE BOY FRIEND ARTSCAPE ARENA  26 September at 20h15 R60 per head. 


Contact Nancy Burdes 671 7930 or e-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:jpburdes@icon.co.za" ��jpburdes@icon.co.za�





REMINDER





The Club has a block booking for the Cape Town Pops performance on


Saturday, 18 October. Venue: City Hall. Start: 20:00. Only six seats left - R120-00 each. Please contact John Burdes (details above) to book.
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