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COMMENT

The Big Exchange Student Debate

The merits and demerits of the exchange student programme have been going on for years. Because of my classification, I have been involved in this Rotary programme ever since I joined Rotary and have been on selection committees, hosted incoming students, counselled both inbound as well as outbound students and been on special courses for these positions in district 9300. It has always been a rewarding experience and I have enjoyed it.There is little doubt that the students that we send overseas benefit immensely. The students are well chosen, are usually of exceptional quality and are excellent ambassadors for this country. There is also no doubt that they benefit tremendously form the experience. This is typified in the fantastic letter from an exchange student who is at present in Brazil and whose letter appeared in a recent Clarion. Over the years we have received numerous such letters from our exchange students. 

The great debate is how cost effective is the exercise? We all know what the response of the District Exchange Student Committee will be. It is always positive. However who benefits? The student certainly does. Perhaps the host family overseas does and maybe the host club does. The benefits are transitory and very much here today and gone tomorrow and soon forgotten. There must be few members of our club who can remember the names of students who were hosted by our club more than 3 years ago, what they told us about their countries of origin and whether their visit benefited our club or even Rotary in general. We unfortunately remember the flops we have had, and they in a very negative context.

For the last few years we are having increasing difficulty in finding host families and as far as I can remember there have been no Rotarian hosts. The programme is expensive, the students have a wonderful time at Rotary expense and there is little gain. I feel the money could be better spent on the Group Study Exchange and the Ambassadorial Scholarships.

Chris Rainier-Pope

SNIPPETS, GLEANINGS AND SPOTS

Joe White informed us that Riebeeck West is out and he has instead negotiated for 20 double rooms at Stanford Lodge where, Theo Stead is the new publican, at R250 per room bead and breakfast. Paul de Groot has requested, on behalf of Rotaract, support in terms of lifts for children to the Glencairn camp on 5 September in the late afternoon, and a return trip on 7 September. The Big Walk launch was held at the events office. Funds raised will be primarily allocated to S A Guide Dog Association and Habitat for Humanity. 

ATTENDANCE

Regretably, due to technical difficulties and Maurice Bergoff’s unfortunate bout of flu, no details are available from the meeting of 26 August .

PRESIDENT’S SPOT

Visitors Frank Yang and Olivier Pandajila were welcomed once again. Exchange student Aurora de le Valle has arrived from France. Rochelle Meyers is her counsellor, Dave and  Annette Johnson are her host parents and will attend Wynberg Girls’ High School. Alain Huchon continues to make progress after his recent health setback. Herbie Nash from Wynberg Rotary club is selling the Rotary Centennial rose at R30 each. Order via President  Jeanette or Wynberg Rotary Club. We still require nominations for Service above Self awards. Nominations were called for a trustee for the events trust to replace Chris du Plessis who has resigned. 

SERGEANT’S  SPOT

George Viljoen gave us an educational trip on weird facts, for example you cannot kiss your own elbow, males think about sex every 7 seconds (except Ted Parlabean who thinks about it every 5 seconds), and the youngest parents ever recorded were in China, at 9 and 10 years old.

MEMBERSHIP DEVELOPMENT FORUM

George Viljoen introduced Debbie Harding and emphasised that we have two major projects, namely the Cycle Tour and the Big Walk, and that membership development is important to keep these projects going. Debbie gave us a presentation and stressed that in a club such as ours, retention, recruitment and membership growth is absolutely vital. Many ideas were aired, and these are some of the suggestions:

· the events office may be able to give us a list of names of young people 

· is there a group of young people that could come in collectively 

· a paid PRO to promote Rotary 

· organise a diplomatic evening 

President  Jeanette and John Burningham are to establish a workable membership development project within the next two weeks.


The importance of placing and maintaining Rotary standards and ideals aloft cannot be overestimated. The star of hope in the Rotary ethical firmament must be high. It is hardly possible for it to be too high. May it be high enough so that there will always be something to strive for. Paul Harris, The Rotarian, September 1912 (as quoted in Gateway, the bulletin of Roggebaai Rotary Club, 26 August 2003).
SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT

Have you ever wondered what it would be like to build a house? Lay bricks as opposed to dropping them? Well, now's your opportunity to develop some new skills while assisting those in need. No previous experience necessary; if US President Jimmy Carter can do it, so can you! The nominated charities for this year's Cape Times/FNB Big Walk are Habitat for Humanity and SA Guide Dogs Association. We would like as many people as possible to join us in supporting our beneficiaries by building a house under the Habitat for Humanity banner. Habitat for Humanity is an international network of grassroots projects dedicated to eliminating sub-standard housing in the world and is now a part of South Africa, having built close on 1000 houses in over 16 communities in the country. The organisation is not a charity but a partnership between Habitat for Humanity, the home recipient and volunteers from the community. The prospective homeowners help to build their own houses and those of four other families. When complete, homeowners repay the construction cost of their house through a 10-year, non-profit, inflation indexed bond (mortgage). In a continuing cycle, the monthly bond payments of all homeowners are deposited into a community-managed revolving fund and are used to build more homes.

Date:  Saturday, September 13 2003

Time:  9.00 am till 3.00 pm (or part thereof)

Bring: A water bottle, rubber or gardening gloves, a hat, sun screen and depending on the weather, rain jacket together with your biggest smile and a great sense of adventure!

Wear: Old clothes and closed shoes.

Food: Food will be provided by the homeowner. 

Meet at:  Sosebenza Youth Centre (BEN site) - Pokela Road, Masiphumelele (Site 5, Fish Hoek)  

RSVP:  info@bigwalk.co.za or phone 685-6551 by September 5 2003.

Pat White


FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Rotary Foundation Mini Conference Sat 13 September Mossel Bay. Contact Pat Good e-mail patgood@pixie.co.za or phone 0824404062

Habitat for Humanity Saturday 13 September (see above).

The deadline for RI receipt of 2003/2004 SERVICE ABOVE SELF AWARD nominations is 15 September

Inner Wheel Fundraiser The Boyfiend Artscape Arena 26 September 20h15 R60 per head. Contact Nancy Burdes 671 7930

District Governor’s Metcalf Fick’s visit Tuesday 30 September. Format: Meet president Jeanette Leng, secretary Rochelle Meyers and AG Manfred Klose at 17h15 for 45 minutes. Forum from 18h15 to 19h15 with all Rotary partners including Interact, Rotaract. Dinner with formal address 19h30.

Cape Times FNB Big Walk 12 October 2003 

Symphonic Pops Constantia Rotary 17 and 18 October

Cape Argus Pick n Pay Cycle Tour 14 March 2004

District  9350 Conference, Upington, Friday 7 to Sunday 9 May 2004

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

 Happy birthday to Cheryl Chidrawi (2 September) Jan Brown ( 3 September ) 
            and Louise Warner (4 September) 


DUTY ROSTER
If you wish to change or swap duties- PLEASE INFORM our new Master Sergeant Lionel Morkel: 696 4898 Will those who are down to do the Comment, please have a copy of the “The Object of Rotary” which is available in the Club Directory. The Assistant Editor should see that they come prepared on the evening and take notes of the Snippets, Spots, Presidents Spot and the Speaker. The “comment” should be handed to the editor at the Tuesday meeting. N.B. It would be greatly appreciated if copy could be sent to the editor, at the latest Wednesday evening, following the Tuesday meeting: FAX: 650 3791 E-mail: holmes@enviro.uct.ac.za 

	Date
	2 September
	9 September
	16 September
	23 September

	Venue
	Kelvin Grove

6.15 for 6.45
	Kelvin Grove

6.15 for 6.45
	Kelvin Grove

6.15 for 6.45
	Kelvin Grove

6.15 for 6.45

	Sergeant
	White
	Williams
	Willis
	Burdes
	

	Attendance
	Overmeyer/

Parlabean
	Parlabean/Phillips
	Phillips/Pryor
	Pryor/Rainier-Pope
	

	Fellowship
	Phillips
	Rainier-Pope
	Ress
	Rogers
	

	Grace
	Cheek
	De Groot
	Dekker
	Dorrat
	

	Intro Speaker
	-----
	Ress
	Pres Leng/Rogers
	Roux
	

	Speaker
	Committees
	Youth Committee to organise
	Forum- youth exchange-yes/no
	Youth Committee organise

	Thank Speaker
	--------
	Myers
	----------
	Parlabean
	

	Object or Four Way Test & Comment
	Roux
	Ryall
	Selwyn-smith
	Septoe
	

	Ast. Bulletin Editor
	Stead
	Sturgeon
	Survee
	Valentine
	

	Rotaract Club
	
	
	Dorrat/Du Plessis
	


Rotaract meetings are held under the Claremont Bridge (Camp Ground Road) on the first and third Tuesday of each month.

Lighthouse duty: if you swap lift duties, please advise Lionel Overmeyer 762-3162

	Lighthouse Club

Transport
	
	
	18 September

Roux, Parlabean, Pryor
	


VOCATIONAL LAUGH

Editor’s note: A true travel agent story from America, which probably says more about Americans than about travel agents!

I got a call from a woman who wanted to go to Capetown (sic). I started to explain the length of the flight and the passport information when she interrupted me with "I'm not trying to make you look stupid, but Capetown (sic) is in Massachusetts." Without trying to make her look like the stupid one, I calmly explained, "Cape Cod is in Massachusetts, Cape Town is in Africa (sic)." her response.…..click.

PLEASE SHARE THE CLARION WITH YOUR PARTNER IN ROTARY!
OCTOBER WILL BE VOCATIONAL SERVICE MONTH





The Club invites nominations, in writing, by the end of September, for Vocational Service Awards. Please speak to Dave Williams or Peter Holmes for more details.














PAGE  
4

