[image: image1.png]Lend a Hand



Claremont Clarion

The newsletter of the Rotary Club of Claremont
“The Club with the cherry on top”

President: Jeanette Leng


Secretary: Rochelle Myers

[image: image2.png]


                  

Editors: Peter Holmes

              Di Selwyn-Smith

Editorial: e-mail:

holmes@enviro.uct.ac.za
Meetings: Tuesday 18h15 for                        

                                 18h45

Kelvin Grove                           

Campground Road                 

Newlands

VOLUME 30 No. 8


P.O. Box 23163

Claremont

7735

Telephone: 685 6551

Apologies: Fax 685 6676

E-mail: rotarycl@iafrica.com        

Web Site: www.

rotary-claremont.org.za  

26 August  2003

COMMENT

The real object of education, as has been insisted on previous occasions, is to liberate the potential of the student and enable him or her to participate in the inter-communication of civilised society. In pursuing such an end we can be thwarted by definitions. We should understand what we mean by a word or expression, but one regrettable contribution of politicians and lawyers to civilised intercourse is the deliberate tendency to argue that what they say is not what they mean. The world of spin and advocacy is so treacherous today as to prompt us to seek precise definitions of our terms, and to look at their origins and history. We neglect dictionaries at our peril.

Today we talk glibly of terrorism and how to deal with its manifestations, but we are rather vague over what it means. The term dates back to the so-called “Reign of Terror” in France between 1793 and 1795, when power lay in the hands of the Jacobians and the Committee of Public Safety. During that period it has been estimated that perhaps 17 000 people were slaughtered under suspicion of plotting a royalist counter-revolution. Terror is defined as extreme fear, and terrorism as an organised system of government by intimidation. As we have seen in several countries today, terrorism need not be occult but is often openly blatant. We are at fault in assuming that the terror implies a clandestine organisation although its modern manifestations are most frightening when arriving, without reason, out of the blue, and evidently the outcome of a violent fanaticism.

According to Paul Gilbert of Hull University, “Terrorism is the paradigm of political violence, but it eludes easy definition.” It may be looked upon as illegitimate political killing, or alternatively as unregulated low level warfare. As to dealing with it, we might look to the French Revolution and understand that terrorism is a reaction against repression by a ruling caste. We need to abolish that repression. When we do, the fanaticism will lose all momentum and fade away.
Editors note: This thought-provoking comment Terrorism Defined is by Grant Bolton, Wynpress vol 55 no 4 of 31 July, and is gratefully acknowledged. 

SNIPPETS, GLEANINGS AND SPOTS

Ken Baard, who will be moving to Somerset West shortly, provided wine all round on what was his last “regular” Claremont Rotary meeting. He regaled the Club with a bit of nostalgia and announced that the gnome was also moving to Somerset West. Ken has been a Rotarian for some 33 years, firstly in Windhoek and then at Claremont for 23 years. He recalled that Lionel Morkel had worked with him on a project called the Aquaspectacular which had raised the stupendous sum of R3000.00. To put this in perspective he reminisced on a memo from the Windhoek Club regarding three course menus, where the prices ranged from R2.50 for Crayfish cocktail, Supreme of Chicken and Coupe Denmark, to a maximum of R4.50 for a more sophisticated meal! He remembered too the great friendships and fellowship at Rotary; the Otter trail, white river rafting where he had had been stuck on a rock with John Burningham in the middle of a rapid, and Dave Slingsby had had to go to great lengths risking life and limb to renegotiate the rapid to free them! He ended his spot wishing the Club good fortune in the future. We look forward to his visiting us frequently, as he remains a member of Claremont.

Having visited the SMILE project at the behest of Peter Rogers, Chris Rainier-Pope reported that his visit to Bishops had been an eye-opener. To see the Grade 11’s teaching folk from the less privileged Cape Flats areas to speak English and the students from many schools learning sports such as rugby was heart warming. This project is on the go every Thursday.

Joe White talked about the proposed weekend visit to Riebeeck-Kasteel where the hotel charged R200 per person per night. A suggestion for an alternative venue was suggested and will be followed up.

Paul Roux presented the Club with a banner and greeting on behalf of Suzy Himely who had visited Dubai Rotary Club. Her most impressive claim to fame yet was the auction of an AIDS beadwork article which Paul’s hospital project had produced, where one piece had fetched a sum which, by Paul’s reckoning, amounted to a 100,000% mark-up! Paul suggested requests for beadwork from him would be somewhat cheaper. 

SERGEANT’S SPOT

Jimmy Warner as Sergeant bemoaned the fact that he had to find a relatively "clean" joke. This covered the argument in a marriage on who should make the coffee. "You get up first so you should make it," cried the wife. "No, you make the breakfast so you should make" it responded the husband". Resorting to tactics the wife stated that the Bible made things clear and referred the husband to HEBREWS!

PRESIDENT’S CORNER

Immediate past president Alain Huchon is doing well after recent heart surgery and has sent greetings. The position of Cycle Tour Manager was about to be advertised and Rotarians were not precluded from applying. Ken Baard had the best wishes of the Club on his move. On the Sergeant’s joke President Jeanette was not to be outdone. She told a  physiological tale relating to unmentionable body parts which, in the interests of our readers with a delicate constitution, will not be repeated here! 

ATTENDANCE 19 AUGUST

38 Rotarians (75%) and 9 apologies. Visitors:  Olivier Pandajila, James Louw, Peter Ringelmann. Glen and Lee-ann Stokel from Rotaract. 

CENTENARY PROJECT
Gerald Ress addressed us on issues surrounding our Rotary Centenary Project. The project, known as the Ithango project addresses poverty relief in Masiphumilelo and the surrounding underprivileged communities. Henry Septoe covered the strategic plan and the budget and Clive Valentine the legal documentation. The project was not a partnership and was to be known as a joint venture; there was no liability involved on our part and therefore no financial accountability or risk. From a hands-on, Claremont perspective, our involvement in the project would cease in 2005.


FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Rotary Foundation Mini Conference Sat 13 September Mossel Bay. Contact Pat Good e-mail patgood@pixie.co.za or phone 0824404062

The deadline for RI receipt of 2003 2004 SERVICE ABOVE SELF AWARD nominations is 15 September

Inner Wheel Fundraiser The Boyfiend Artscape Arena 26 September 20h15 R60 per head. Contact Nancy Burdes 671 7930

Cape Times FNB Big Walk 12 October 2003 

Symphonic Pops Constantia Rotary 17 and 18 October

Cape Argus Pick n Pay Cycle Tour 14 March 2004

District  9350 Conference, Upington, Friday 7 to Sunday 9 May 2004


Ken Baard is anxious to find employment for his general handyman and gardener, who also happens to have a dab hand with a paint brush and roller. He is a Xhosa speaking man, aged 32, and has been in Ken’s employ for 10 years. Any work opportunity, even on a once-or-twice-a-week basis, would be welcome. Contact Ken on 021 671 4638 or 0837914638

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

Happy wedding anniversary to Henk and Aty Krop   (27 August)   

Editor’s note: As jokes seem to be popping up all over the place in this week’s Clarion, here is another one, which helps to fill the page: 

An Englishman, a Frenchman and a World Bank economist are viewing a painting of Adam and Eve frolicking in the Garden of Eden. "Look at their reserve, their calm," muses the Englishman. "They must be English!" "Nonsense," says the Frenchman. "They are both naked and beautiful. They must be French!" "You are both wrong," says the World Bank economist. "They have no clothes and no shelter. They have only an apple to eat and they're being told they're in Paradise. Clearly, they are Zimbabweans."
Acknowledgements to Rotary Club of Roggebaai bulletin, The Gateway.
DUTY ROSTER
If you wish to change or swap duties- PLEASE INFORM our new Master Sergeant Lionel Morkel: 696 4898 Will those who are down to do the Comment, please have a copy of the “The Object of Rotary” which is available in the Club Directory. The Assistant Editor should see that they come prepared on the evening and take notes of the Snippets, Spots, Presidents Spot and the Speaker. The “comment” should be handed to the editor at the Tuesday meeting. N.B. It would be greatly appreciated if copy could be sent to the editor, at the latest Wednesday evening, following the Tuesday meeting: FAX: 650 3791 E-mail: holmes@enviro.uct.ac.za 

	Date
	26 August
	2 September
	9 September
	16 September

	Venue
	Kelvin Grove

6.15 for 6.45
	Kelvin Grove

6.15 for 6.45
	Kelvin Grove

6.15 for 6.45
	Kelvin Grove

6.15 for 6.45

	Sergeant
	Warner
	White
	Williams
	Willis
	

	Attendance
	Myers/Overmeyer
	Overmeyer/

Parlabean
	Parlabean/Phillips
	Phillips/Pryor
	

	Fellowship
	Palabean
	Phillips
	Rainier-Pope
	Ress
	

	Grace
	Burningham
	Cheek
	De Groot
	Dekker
	

	Intro Speaker
	Debbie Harding
	-----
	Ress
	Pres Leng/Rogers
	

	Speaker
	Membership Development Forum
	Committees
	Youth Committee to organise
	Forum- youth exchange-yes/no

	Thank Speaker
	------------
	--------
	Myers
	----------
	

	Object or Four Way Test & Comment
	Rogers
	Roux
	Ryall
	Selwyn-smith
	

	Ast. Bulletin Editor
	Smorenburg
	Stead
	Sturgeon
	Survee
	

	Rotaract Club
	Cheek/Dekker
	
	
	Dorrat/Du Plessis


Rotaract meetings are held under the Claremont Bridge (Camp Ground Road) on the first and third Tuesday of each month.

Lighthouse duty: if you swap lift duties, please advise Lionel Overmeyer 762-3162

	Lighthouse Club

Transport
	
	
	
	


VOCATIONAL LAUGH

Editors note: Looking through our brand new Club directory to see which vocations have not been covered in the Vocational Laugh series, it struck me just how many members are listed as Retired. Here then, is a retiree joke. Of course, it wouldn’t apply to any of our retired members! 

A retired gentleman went into the Department of Social Welfare and Pensions to apply for a state pension. After waiting in line a long time he got to the counter. The woman behind the counter asked him for his driver’s license or ID to verify his age. He looked in his pockets and realised he had left his wallet at home. He told the woman that he was very sorry but he seemed to have left his wallet at home. "Will I have to go home and come back now?" he asked. “No” said the woman. “Just unbutton your shirt." So he opened his shirt revealing lots of curly silver hair on his chest. "That is proof enough for me," said the woman, and she processed his pension application. When he got home, the old fellow excitedly told his wife about his experience. "You should have dropped your trousers too” she said, “you might have qualified for a disability grant as well as a pension." 

PLEASE SHARE THE CLARION WITH YOUR PARTNER IN ROTARY!
OCTOBER WILL BE VOCATIONAL SERVICE MONTH





The Club invites nominations, in writing, by the end of September, for Vocational Service Awards. Please speak to Dave Williams or Peter Holmes for more details.
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