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COMMENT

There is much discussion within the Club with regard to the benefits of the Youth Exchange programme and with New Generations month being next month I thought to provide a quote directly from one of our students which sums it all up.  They have to submit a monthly report and this is Heather Wares's reply to the question "You have now been away from home for six months. What have these six months meant to you?  What have you learned about yourself and your relationship with others?"

“I don't even know where to start because I have learnt way more than I ever imagined I would in these past six months. A lot of people said to me before I left that I was crazy because I was losing a year of my life by going for a year and not doing anything but in truth I have learnt a lot more this year than I ever would in university. I have been in the university of life for the past six months and enjoying every moment of it.

What have these six months meant to me? That is an incredibly in depth question because it has meant so much to me! The moment that I arrived in this country I have been having the time of my life and never once have I regretted making the decision to do exchange. Being in Brazil might play a big part in why I have enjoyed my exchange so much up to now but it most definitely is not the only reason. Making friends and fitting in to the Brazilian way of life has been very easy. This may be because in some ways Brazil and South Africa are a lot alike. Both countries are seen as third world countries and therefore I am not shocked by some of the things I see here whereas someone from a first world country might have a hard time adjusting in the beginning. This makes me very proud to be a South African and I have been able to look past the “negative” aspects of the country and truly enjoy the colourful spirit of Brazilian life! I have learnt how to go, go, go with hardly any sleep, good for my stamina!! You can know a Brazilian for only five minutes and they will already be inviting you to a party to meet all of their friends. The effort that I have to put in is to say yes to everything no matter how boring it sounds. I now feel like I have made a life for my self here and for me that is a great achievement. I have been able to find my independence, not having a big sister or mom around to do everything for me helps! All my life I have had life quite easy so the challenge that I have given myself this year will open my eyes to life situations that I maybe wouldn’t be put in normally. Being here for six months feels like a lifetime, and I now feel like I have two countries as my home. I have already had many offers of accommodation to stay and live in Brazil, I must admit that it at times has been hard to say no, but I know that what ever happens this experience will be in my heart forever and in everything that I do I will keep what I have learnt from this year in mind!  I left for Brazil with one of my aims being to find out more about myself. I have always had things easy and not often had to make my decisions, here I am finding that I have to make many different decisions and some of them are difficult decisions to make. But I think that this is a very good skill to have! I have also learnt that I will always be the same person; just here I have been able to realize some of my characteristics that before I never new I had. I am more of a person who likes to listen to other people’s problems and try and help them but I have never been very good at talking about myself. I now have grown in confidence and feel a lot more comfortable talking about my life because here everyone wants to find out if life in South Africa is really as different as everyone makes it out to be. I think I disappointed them with how alike the life style in Brazil and South Africa is.

I have learnt how to hold back on some of my point of views at times which before I just wasn’t able to do! Living in families who are different to my own has taught me to respect all different ways of life and ways of doing things. At times when I have felt irritated by something that a member of my host family has done I have had to control my irritation and put the whole situation behind me. I never thought that I would be able to do that so I am happy to this skill that will definitely help me in the rest of my life! I have even seen that when I need to I can keep my room tidy and not lose too much which before I didn’t really have to worry about.

I have always been a people’s person, meaning that I love being around the company of a group of friends! But I have also always been shy when first meeting someone, I have found that exchange has made me much more self confident in being able to go up to any one and ask the questions that I need answered. It has been very easy in Brazil to make friends. From my first week in school people were asking me out to places and soon all my weekends were full. The most difficult thing was trying to choose where I wanted to go and with whom because that is how many options I had! At school I have friends from all sorts of different classes and everyday I speak to someone different and learn a bit more about their lives. That is what is so wonderful about exchange; you aren’t expected to find one group of friends and then stay under that “label”. But I do have my good group of friends that I go out with on the weekends more frequently and I feel like I have know them a lifetime! I think that the most important relationships are the ones with the host families because those are the people that exchange students spend the most time with. I have been very lucky with all three of my host families because they have all been wonderful! In general everyone has been very helpful and genuinely want to help me and show me a good time in Brazil. I have found my second home and no matter how much I love South Africa and miss home it is going to be very difficult to go back.

I have grown as a person and I will never forget what I have learnt here or loose what I have gained!”

I believe it is a wonderful programme and what better way to promote Rotary and encourage people to join Rotaract and at a later stage Rotary.  We must just make sure that we do not lose touch with the students that we sendoverseas and encourage them to put something back into Rotary.

Peter Rogers

FREE LUNCH (COFFEE CHEESE AND BISCUITS)

I too feel that there is no such thing as a free lunch, but in fact the cost of the Clarion was always borne by the Club and sponsors. So in this instance the Club were paying for the "free lunch". Historically the Clarion was once sponsored by Southern Life and Deloitte and Touche. The letterhead page was still given to us as a gift from Mark Lancaster. Online Office were printing 30 copies at a  “special rate” of R21, this works out at R0.70 per copy. This was budgeted to the Club Service Committee and was thought perfectly acceptable. We did look for sponsors but were unsuccessful. There are quite a number of other Rotary Clubs in our district who do have sponsors and who, as a contribution to Rotary, sponsor the cost entirely.

We must accept that there will always be some who prefer to get the Clarion in hard copy and it is also a good advert for the club when visitors attend our meetings. We have entered the 'e' world but this is not yet available to all. The Four Way Test must apply.

Chris Rainier-Pope (Previous Clarion Editor)

SNIPPETS, GLEANINGS AND SPOTS

John Burdes appears to be our resident computicket agent. He reminded club members of the Inner Wheel social event, namely The Boyfriend, a stage play at the ArtsCape Theatre on 26 September. Tickets are R60 each. If we all don’t attend, John will be in deep trouble as he will no longer be a friend of a certain Inner Wheel.  Furthermore he has also got a block booking for the Cape Town Pops on 18 October at R120 each. First come, first served.

Club Secretary Rochelle Myers has issued the new club directory. It is green and environmentally friendly. Please collect in your E (for envelope) mail and also check that your details are correct.

Hassan Surve in the member in charge of the President’s Challenge. Please obtain a form to motivate your project and allow three weeks for a cheque.

Gerald Ress tell us that the Uthango Enterprise project will open tenders on Wednesday 13 August  for the phase 1 building.

Joe White informed the club of plans for a “weekend away “. Not one of those dirty ones, just a fellowship social. A show of hands indicated a preference for Riebeek Kasteel at the end of October. More information to follow.

SPECIAL GUESTS

Peter Rogers welcomed the incoming and outgoing STEP exchangees and invited them to address the club. Meeka , from Germany told the club about her travels, including seeing the “Big Five”. Leila  is off to Germany and will speak more upon her return. Both thanked the club and exchanged banners.

Chris Du Plessis welcomed Andrea Henderson and Ed Chandler to tell us about a project supported by our club, namely to teach maths in Maseru for a short period. It was very successful and they hope to do it again. They also both thanked the club.

SERGEANT’S SPOT

Clive Valentine explained that the characteristics of our personalities are determined from the kind of tree we fell. After all the falling out of many trees we were left somewhat concussed and could hardly remember who we really were!

PRESIDENT’S CORNER

Past Pres Alain Huchon is recuperating well and so is Els Dorat. A project previously supported by the club, St Josephs Adult Literacy Programme, is having a workshop. Details are with the President.

GUEST SPEAKER
Bill Phillips introduced Dr Nat Khaole as the speaker. Nat proceeded to tell us about fetel alcoholism together with a graphic presentation. The Western Cape has a very high prevalence of this disease. This is mainly attributed to heavy consumption of alcohol by pregnant mothers and entirely linked to social issues. Studies are continuing to assist with managing the problem. Questions from the floor satisfied members that they could continue to enjoy their red wine as most club members are unlikely to become pregnant.

Alois Kornmuller thanked the speaker in English. 

ATTENDANCE 12 AUGUST

35 Rotarians (69% attendance) 6 apologies. Visitors: Olivier Pananjila, Frank Yang, James Louw, Andrea Henderson, Ed Chandler, Chis Cottle, Mr and Mrs Lucey and STEP students Leila, Maike and Adam for whom (apologies) surnames were not recorded.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Rotary Foundation Mini Conference Sat 13 September Mossel Bay. Contact Pat Good e-mail patgood@pixie.co.za or phone 0824404062

The deadline for RI receipt of 2003 2004 SERVICE ABOVE SELF AWARD nominations is 15 September

Inner Wheel Fundraiser The Boyfiend Artscape Arena 26 September 20h15 R60 per head. Contact Nancy Burdes 671 7930

Cape Times FNB Big Walk 12 October 2003 

Symphonic Pops Constantia Rotary 17 and 18 October

Cape Argus Pick n Pay Cycle Tour 14 March 2004

District  9350 Conference, Upington, Friday 7 to Sunday 9 May 2004


Ken Baard is anxious to find employment for his general handyman and gardener, who also happens to have a dab hand with a paint brush and roller. He is a Xhosa speaking man, aged 32, and has been in Ken’s employ for 10 years. Any work opportunity, even on a once-or-twice-a-week basis, would be welcome. Contact Ken on 021 671 4638 or 0837914638

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

Happy birthday to Belinda Roux and Roland Willis (21 August),  
and Jaap Dekker (25 August).  
DUTY ROSTER
If you wish to change or swap duties- PLEASE INFORM our new Master Sergeant Lionel Morkel: 696 4898 Will those who are down to do the Comment, please have a copy of the “The Object of Rotary” which is available in the Club Directory. The Assistant Editor should see that they come prepared on the evening and take notes of the Snippets, Spots, Presidents Spot and the Speaker. The “comment” should be handed to the editor at the Tuesday meeting. N.B. It would be greatly appreciated if copy could be sent to the editor, at the latest Wednesday evening, following the Tuesday meeting: FAX: 650 3791 E-mail: holmes@enviro.uct.ac.za 

	Date
	19 August
	26 August
	2 September
	9 September

	Venue
	Kelvin Grove

6.15 for 6.45
	Kelvin Grove

6.15 for 6.45
	Kelvin Grove

6.15 for 6.45
	Kelvin Grove

6.15 for 6.45

	Sergeant
	Viljoen
	Warner
	White
	Williams
	

	Attendance
	Morkel/Myers
	Myers/Overmeyer
	Overmeyer/

Parlabean
	Parlabean/Phillips
	

	Fellowship
	Overmeyer
	Palabean
	Phillips
	Rainier-Pope
	

	Grace
	Burdes
	Burningham
	Cheek
	De Groot
	

	Intro Speaker
	Pres J Leng
	Debbie Harding
	-----
	Ress
	

	Speaker
	Centennial Project
	Membership Development Forum
	Committees
	Youth Committee to organise

	Thank Speaker
	McCarthy
	------------
	-----
	Myers
	

	Object or Four Way Test & Comment
	Ress
	Rogers
	Roux
	Ryall
	

	Ast. Bulletin Editor
	Septoe
	Smorenburg
	Stead
	Sturgeon
	

	Rotaract Club
	Berghoff/Burdes
	
	Cheek/Dekker
	


Rotaract meetings are held under the Claremont Bridge (Camp Ground Road) on the first and third Tuesday of each month.

Lighthouse duty: if you swap lift duties, please advise Lionel Overmeyer 762-3162

	Lighthouse Club

Transport
	21 August:  S Leng, 

G Viljoen, R Meyers
	
	
	


VOCATIONAL LAUGH

Editors note: I couldn’t find anything specific on Botanist (yes, check your Directory, we have a Botanist in our Club) but thought this zoological theme would be close enough:

Two biologists are in the field following the tracks of a radio-collared grizzly bear. All of a sudden, the bear crashes out of the brush and heads right for them. They scramble up the nearest tree, but the bear starts climbing up the tree after them. The first biologist starts taking off his heavy leather hiking boots and pulls a pair of sleek running shoes from his back-pack. The second biologist gives him a puzzled look and says, "What in the world are you doing?" He replies, "I figure when the bear gets close to us, we'll jump down and make a run for it." The second guy says, "Are you crazy? We both know you can't outrun a full-grown grizzly bear." The first guy says, "I don't have to outrun the bear, I only have to outrun you!"

PLEASE SHARE THE CLARION WITH YOUR PARTNER IN ROTARY!
OCTOBER WILL BE VOCATIONAL SERVICE MONTH





The Club invites nominations, in writing, by the end of September, for Vocational Service Awards. Please speak to Dave Williams or Peter Holmes for more details.
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