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COMMENT

At the end of the 18th century, Rev. Thomas Malthus, an English minister and professor of history at Cambridge University published a paper anonymously called ‘An essay on the Principle of Population as it Affects the future Improvement of Society’. Basically this said that population growth will always outrun the growth of productivity. This was in 1798.  What has changed since then 205 years later?  I think the premise still holds true and we are continuing to reap the consequences thereof. It is amazing that productivity has continued to increase, but the world population also continues to outstrip this and we know this only too well in South Africa yet so little is being done about it. 

There have been however great changes and opportunities of which Malthus never dreamed. Modern technology has made the world grow smaller and communication easier than ever before. Modern medicine can keep 500gram premature babies alive and the average age of the population in the first world is increasing.  In the Scandinavian countries nursery schools are becoming depopulated and even schools and universities. Their growth is less than ‘1’. That is there are more deaths than births. I am not sure what it is in South Africa but is probably in the region of ‘5’, even considering the advent of the Human Immunodeficiency Virus, and the Acquired Immunity Deficiency Syndrome. As we know our population is growing by leaps and bounds, in spite of the great loss of young educated persons to the First and the New World. There can hardly be a Rotarian who does not have offspring or a close relative who has gone overseas.

Yet we do have the knowledge and the means of easy population control, which Malthus saw, was necessary but did not think possible. Modern condoms, birth control tablets, vasectomy and tubal ligation by laparoscopy and education have made family planning very easy in an educated population. In addition proper control of human sexuality and male predatory behavior will also stop the spread of HIV. A lot depends on human psychology, sociology and education. This is where the great challenge lies for all South Africans and also for us Rotarians. 

In the World Summit on Sustainable Development held recently in Johannesburg, there was hardly a word spoken about Birth Control. The enormous migration of poorly educated (by Western standards) indigenous people to the cities in this country  (and the rest of the World) continues unabated. We are battling to get the population educated and trained with sustainable skills to improve their lot, but are we getting down to the nitty-gritty of the problem? Unfortunately ‘Birth Control’ seems to have become a dirty word, but surely this is one of the solutions to this problem. Too many people, insufficient jobs, no income, no food, hunger and ultimately leading to crime. One can only spread the butter so far on the bread.  Surely we as Rotarians should be supporting any means of controlling growth of the population whether by education, lobbying and the encouragement. of ‘Birth Control” clinics. These should go pari passu with each other and is the challenge of the future.

Chris Rainier-Pope
FREE LUNCH (DESERT MENU)

The Editor received interesting feedback from Clive Valentine and Bill Phillips regarding the cost of printed Clarions in an electronic age. Essentially, both felt that costs should, and are, covered by members’ subscriptions, and that no additional cost should be levied for the privilege of picking up a copy of the Clarion at meetings. Bill’s thought-provoking comment is printed here verbatim:

1. Is it the truth? No, why? The treasurer prepares an annual budget; under the provision of the club administration the cost in respect of the Clarion is provided for and included in the annual subscription.

2. Is it fair to all concerned? An analysis of e-mail addresses reveals that a number of members benefit from a “free lunch” in that all e-mail costs are at the expense of their firms or employers. Is it reasonable to expect retired members and those who do not have the benefit of an employer’s e-mal to invest in a computer and software plus a further annual service provider fee and Telkom costs when others have the advantage of a “free lunch”?

3. Will it build goodwill and better relationships? No, it will result in conflict between the haves and the have-nots.

4. Will it be beneficial to all concerned? No as it is against the democratic principles of Rotary and the South African Constitution. 

It is not the cost that concerns me, I would gladly pay my share of expenses but I feel very strongly that there is a principal at stake here.    

Editor’s note: Points well taken. Coffee, cheese and biscuits to follow next week. 



OPENING NOTES FROM AUGUST 5 MEETING

Theo Stead informed the Club that Alain Huchon is still in hospital in Paris, recovering after surgery. He is doing well, though a little reluctant to start walking. Following grace, President Jeanette offered a toast in honour of Women’s Day, to all women ‘lending a hand’.
SNIPPETS, GLEANINGS AND SPOTS

Peter Holmes informed the Club that he would be taking up a post at the University of the Free State at the end of the year. Any rumours of a fate more dire are erroneous.

John Ryall reported back on the recent test match at Lords where he was hosted by Eric Simons and watched South Africa’s handsome win. John was eager to auction a pair of tickets to the last day of the next test but could not find anyone in the club who thought England would make it to the fifth day in any test against South Africa.

Theo Stead informed the Club that arrangements for the centenary edition of the Big Walk were running well. A major advertising campaign is imminent.

SERGEANT’S SPOT

Theo Stead told the Club of Stanford House, where he is the current Laird. It seems that the TV in Theo’s hotel lounge is the only screen in South Africa upon which anyone will be able to see the Springboks beating the All Blacks this coming Saturday. He then rendered appropriate fines, based on Rotarian’s predictions of who would win in Saturday.  
PRESIDENT’S SPOT

President Jeanette Leng inducted Charles Ford as an honorary Rotarian. This was greeted with a standing ovation.

President Jeanette welcomed John Ryall back from holiday and also welcomed Michael van Breda from Dallas, Texas, Olivier Pananjila from the Congo, and James Louw. 

Ed Prior and Michael van Breda had been MBA students together. Michael took the opportunity of very generously offering Rotary the use of his Cape Town apartment when he and his wife were not in town. The offer was greeted with applause. 

The president reported that Sibelius High School had thanked the Club for a gift of books as had the Rotary Club of Oostenberg, for a cheque of R 40 000 as share of the Cycle Tour profit and for the previous donation of a caravan.

Hassan Survé has taken a significant role in the organisation of the ‘Unite against Hunger’ Project. This is a partnership between Tiger Brand foods, SPAR Supermarkets, Shoprite and Checkers. The project entails placing a trolley in all the outlets of these supermarket chains to collect donations of tinned goods. Rotary will be involved in distributing the collected food through its many projects. Some clubs would also provide at collection points in supermarkets. There would also be collection tins for donations of money.

Veemla from the club office wished to inform members that on 23 September, the meeting would be held in the Palmyra room. The president ended with a stern request to all members to please read the duty roster in the Clarion.


ATTENDANCE 5 AUGUST

37 Rotarians present (72% attendance) and 12 apologies. Guests and visitors included Olivier Pananjila from the DRC, Michael van Breda from the East Dallas Rotary Club, Texas, and Honorary Rotarian Charles Ford, and guest of the Club James Louw.

LETTER FROM RISA ARIMA OUR RECENT EXCHANGE STUDENT

Editor’s note: Risa’s letter is published unedited, her English is really remarkable.

Hi Everyone! How are you??

I got home safely yesterday (30th of July). I arrived at Osaka 6 oclock in the morning. My mom n My grandmother came fetch me. It was really nice to see them.  Afterwards We went to another airport to say bye to exchange student from Mexico. Because My family hosted to her for 3 months. I was just on time and I could wave my hand. By the way Id like to talk about my flight!! It was just too great!! I met 1 woman in SA who organize my flight ticket!! Her name is Linda!! She made a big surprise for me!! When I get into the airplane, all flight attendant came to me n they said HAPPY BIRTHDAY MS. Arima!! I was like..."What?? its not my birthday..."but after seconds I recognized that Linda made surprise for me. I was so happy!I felt like a princess!! Everyone gave me a handshake in the airplane. I also got a lot of presents,Birthday card and huge Birthday cake from Singapore airline. I couldnt believe that happend in the plane. At Singapore , I spent a few hour in the hotel! It wasnt too bad!! Of course I went to shopping!!!!! Linda organaized for 3 meal in Singapore as well. I had such a nice trip to Japan!!

Now Im at home with dad mom n my little sister!! Its good to being home!! Its very hot and humid in Japan. I already went to town to dye my hair back. (I have to go to school tomorrow) It was very very weird to walk in town. Lots of thing changed, Although Its good see hometown!! I went to a flower shop today, I was so embarrassed coz I spoke to shop assistant in English. Im still saying ya--- to my family, still say Hello!! when I pick up phone..... It is going to be quite difficult to get used to living here again.....Sounds strange..... But its true!! I cant speak Japanese clearly anymore. Anyway I have already plans for the future and getting very busy!! Im very glad to be home!! Its very GOOD!! But I miss u guys too much!!I will come back soon. Im sure I can attaine success through things that I have learnt in SA. I will do my best over next 5months!! Please dont forget send me e-mail or letter I would love to hear from you soon!! I miss you sooooooooooooooooo much!!

Love from Risa

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Rotary Foundation Mini Conference Sat 13 September Mossel Bay. Contact Pat Good e-mail patgood@pixie.co.za or phone 0824404062

The deadline for RI receipt of 2003 2004 SERVICE ABOVE SELF AWARD nominations is 15 September

Cape Times FNB Big Walk 12 October 2003 

Symphonic Pops Constantia Rotary 17 and 18 October. Price R124 per person includes dinner and show. John Burdes has reserved seats for 18 October, please contact him directly.

Cape Argus Pick n Pay Cycle Tour 14 March 2004

District  9350 Conference, Upington, Friday 7 to Sunday 9 May 2004

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

Happy birthday to Paul De Groot (12 August), Jimmy Warner (14 August)   
and John Burdes (17 August).  
DUTY ROSTER
If you wish to change or swap duties- PLEASE INFORM our new Master Sergeant Lionel Morkel: 696 4898 Will those who are down to do the Comment, please have a copy of the “The Object of Rotary” which is available in the Club Directory. The Assistant Editor should see that they come prepared on the evening and take notes of the Snippets, Spots, Presidents Spot and the Speaker. The “comment” should be handed to the editor at the Tuesday meeting. N.B. It would be greatly appreciated if copy could be sent to the editor, at the latest Wednesday evening, following the Tuesday meeting: FAX: 650 3791 E-mail: holmes@enviro.uct.ac.za 

	Date
	12 August
	19 August
	26 August
	2 September

	Venue
	Kelvin Grove

6.15 for 6.45
	Kelvin Grove

6.15 for 6.45
	Kelvin Grove

6.15 for 6.45
	Kelvin Grove

6.15 for 6.45

	Sergeant
	Valentine
	Viljoen
	Warner
	White
	

	Attendance
	Muggleston/Morkel
	Morkel/Myers
	Myers/Overmeyer
	Overmeyer/

Parlabean
	

	Fellowship
	Jeffrey
	Overmeyer
	Palabean
	Phillips
	

	Grace
	Brown
	Burdes
	Burningham
	Cheek
	

	Intro Speaker
	Phillips
	Pres J Leng
	Debbie Harding
	--------
	

	Speaker
	Dr N Khaole

Foetal Alcohol Syndrome
	Centennial Project
	Membership Development Forum
	Committees

	Thank Speaker
	Kornmuller
	McCarthy
	-----------
	---------
	

	Object or Four Way Test & Comment
	Surve
	Ress
	Rogers
	Roux
	

	Ast. Bulletin Editor
	Selwyn-Smith
	Septoe
	Smorenburg
	Stead
	

	Rotaract Club
	Berghoff/Burdes
	
	Cheek/Dekker
	


Rotaract meetings are held under the Claremont Bridge (Camp Ground Road) on the first and third Tuesday of each month.

Lighthouse duty: if you swap lift duties, please advise Lionel Overmeyer 762-3162

	Lighthouse Club

Transport
	
	21 August:  S Leng, 

G Viljoen, R Meyers
	
	


VOCATIONAL LAUGH

The subject of this week’s joke? It’s a bit of a Cheek, but its Painting contractors!

A painting contractor was speaking with a woman about her decorating job. In the first room she said she would like a pale blue. The contractor wrote this down and went to the window, opened it, and yelled out "green side up!" In the second room she told the painter she would like it painted in a soft yellow. He wrote this on his pad, walked to the window, opened it, and yelled "green side up!" The lady was somewhat curious but she said nothing. In the third room she said she would like it painted a warm rose color. The painter wrote this down, walked to the window, opened it and yelled "green side up!" The lady then asked him, "Why do you keep yelling 'green side up'?" "I'm sorry," came the reply. "But I have a crew of blondes laying a lawn across the street.

Editor’s note: While trying to keep the Clarion to four pages, this is not always possible. Thanks to all contributors for this week’s bumper edition.
PLEASE SHARE THE CLARION WITH YOUR PARTNER IN ROTARY!
INNER WHEEL FUNDRAISER





PREVIEW: THE BOY FRIEND ARTSCAPE ARENA  26 September at 20h15 R60 per head. 


Contact Nancy Burdes 671 7930 or e-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:jpburdes@icon.co.za" ��jpburdes@icon.co.za�








AUGUST IS MEMBERSHIP MONTH





Next week’s meeting, 12 August  is a Membership Meeting. Please let Veemla know if you are bringing a guest. 


Membership forum on 26 August.
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