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COMMENT

As it was my turn to write the comment I thought, because I grew up in the thirties, I would make a comparison between then and now. So I started with the environment; the degradation of the Cape Flats, plundering of marine resources, the state of beaches etc., but none of this invited comment. The hole in the ozone layer and acid rain were also a no comment. So on to transportation; could I comment on international travel and compare today with a visit to Europe by mailship or, if by air, the leisurely 26 hours it took stopping at exciting places such as Nairobi, Khartoum, Rome and others. No DVT or such like problems. Road traffic got me thinking of the Koeberg Road interchange and peak hour travel, or the De Waal Drive; horrific accidents on all main highways, so I dropped that idea. Then what about train travel or bus? Still no comment.

Well, lets look at safety and security. I thought about five close friends murdered, numerous acquaintances and friends assaulted hi-jacked, robbed or burgled, and corruption rife in society. It was probably safer during World War 2, at least you knew who the enemy was!

The population explosion and all attendant problems? Certainly no comment. 

Well then, what about sport, what does that offer? Not much as then people played a sport of their choice to keep fit, for the love of the game and for fellowship. People paid to play, a slight change from the current modus operandi, therefore no comment.

As it was getting late I finally decided I couldn’t think of anything to write about, so I went to sleep and dreamt of Ingrid Bergman, Marilyn Monroe and others; still no comment!

Ted Parlabean  

SPOTS

John Burdes 1.  Harmony School playing fields project.  This has been completed and there will be an official opening on Tuesday 5 August at midday.  It will take the form of a soccer game followed by refreshments. 2.  Sarah Fox Children’s Convalescent Hospital.    A letter has been received that the matching grant .for equipment has been approved and will be paid into our banking account within the next four weeks.  3. Presentation of two child -sized wheel chairs at Sarah Fix took place last week.  John indicated that there were photographs and some posters of the wheelchair project on the wall near reception.  There are two further wheelchairs which would be arriving soon and he asked for suggestion to whom these could be donated.  Please contact John.

Peter Rogers.  1. Reminded all about the Theatresports organised by the Rotaract Club to be held at The Artscape Theatre on 24 July. 18h45 for 19h00 and the cost includes a glass of wine and either pizza or pasta.  Please contact Gill Victor. 2. The Farewell to Risa Arima will be at next week’s Rotary Meeting, where a gift will be presented . Risa will be leaving  South Africa on Monday 28th July at 11h00. She will be at the airport at 09h00.

Lionel Overmeyer said that he and Lionel Morkel  are both organising the attendance at next year’s Rotary Conference in Upington.  Twenty bngalows have been booked from the Thursday night.  A list was circulated for those wishing to attend.

Alois Kornmuller requested someone to stand in for him for the Thursday Lighthouse duty.

Frank Muggleston reminded all about the proposed trip to Kgalagadi Transfrontier National Park prior to the Conference.  The visit would be from the 1st May to the 6th May when the Conference starts.  Bookings have to made by the end of this month, would you kindly let him know if you intend going.

SERGEANT’S  SPOT

Di Selwyn-Smith fined everyone two Rand for guessing correctly the Rugby and Cricket outcomes last Saturday. She then reminded that all who were kids before the 60’s are lucky to be alive as in those days there were no seat belts, no bicycle helmets, no special car seats for babies, that paint often contained lead, that kids often drunk out of the same bottle of cold drink or a hose pipe and that there were no cell phones so that Mommies could keep in contact with their dear little ones.

PRESIDENT’S SPOT

President Jeanette Leng apologised for delay in the meal.  She welcomed the guests: Olivier Pandajila from the DRC, Frank Yang, Gill Victor, Lyndon Booth and partner Jeanne, Jan and Andrew Brown, and Julia Beck (Eglinton Toronto, Canada). She also welcomed back from holiday  John Cook, who had spent 2 months in Australia as well as George Viljoen and Ley Kempthorne, who had been away.

News re Alain Huchon is that he is doing well and is awaiting bye-pass surgery and a valve replacement. He is in a stable condition and has been visited by Suzie Himely and the son of Theo Stead.  Alain should be back in South Africa by the end of August.Jeanette congratulated both Steve Harding and Paul Roux on their birthdays on 19 July She drew attention to the front page of the Monday Argus of 14 July, which reported the more than R300 million which the Cycle Tour brings in to the Tourist Industry in the Cape Town area.

President Jeanette reported that DG Metcalf Fick’s Induction Dinner was a great success, it was attended by 42 presidents and 240 other people. She also reported that there would be a conducted tour of Rondevlei on Sunday 20 July at 09h00.  Interested parties to please contact Jeanette.

JULIA BECK

Julia was introduced by Henry Septoe.  who said that she was being sponsored by a Rotary Club in Toronto which was the same club that had sponsored Sarah Dryden.  They had asked her to report on the Ideas Truck, as this project had been achieved through a Matching Grant.

Julia thanked Peter and Christine Rogers for hosting her.  She said that she is a teacher librarian from a large Independent school in Toronto. She had heard a speaker talking about AIDS in South Africa and had volunteered to come and help as an educator on an AIDS project in Natal/Kwazulu. She was also to check on the Ideas Truck, which she had had the opportunity of visiting that afternoon.  She will be continuing up to Kwa-Zulu/Natal.

SPEAKER

Lyndon Booth was introduced by Mark Lancaster, who said that Lyndon had a long association with Claremont Rotary Club, as he had been an out going-exchange student in 1992.  Since his return he has always helped the Browns on the Cycle Tours and has been a long- time friend of the family.

Lyndon is the director of the Contact Trust, which is an NGO to lobby parliamentarians. The title of the talk was “Why are parliamentarians always sleeping when seen on Television?” The question arises are they doing their job?

He pointed out that we vote for a party not a person and Parliamentarians are chosen from a party list of potential MPs who are vote pullers, not necessarily for their skills.  The MPs are there to purely pass laws and not to make them.  They are there to oversee the government and to represent the people. It would seem as if during  parliamentary debates, most MPs are thoroughly bored.

Lyndon was requested by Eion Brown to tell us how he ended up in the Contact Trust.  He apparently had started at university in the Dept of Environmental Science under Peter Holmes but had become bored and part time he worked as a monitor on the human rights committee.  Whilst dong this he realised that there was a big opening to be able to lobby MPs. He has worked at this for the last 7 years and is now resigning to become a “gentleman farmer” in the Baviaanskloof.

Lyndon was ably thanked by Alois Kornmuller, who wished him well for the future and maybe he would one day become an MP. Alois said that it was good for the future of South Africa that there are young people like Lyndon who had such an excellent political insight into the working of parliament

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Theatresports (Rotaract Club) Artscape Theatre 24 July, 18h45 for 19h00

Cape Times FNB Big Walk 12 October 2003 

Cape Argus Pick n Pay Cycle Tour 14 March 2004

ATTENDANCE 15 JULY

34  (66%) Rotarians present, 12 Apologies,  4 silent and 2 make-ups.  Visitors: Frank Yang and Gill Victor (guests of the Club), Olivier Pandajila (ex-Rotarian from the Democratic Republic of the Congo) Julia Beck, Jan and Andrew Brown (guests of Eion Brown) and guest speaker Lyndon Booth and partner Jeanne Mathews.  
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July is Literacy Month




      (see Metcalf’s Ticks for more information 

                                          on District 9350’s  involvement). 




BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

Happy birthday to  Lionel Overmeyer (25 July).

DUTY ROSTER
If you wish to change or swap duties- PLEASE INFORM our new Master Sergeant Lionel Morkel: 696 4898 Will those who are down to do the Comment, please have a copy of the “The Object of Rotary” which is available in the Club Directory. The Assistant Editor should see that they come prepared on the evening and take notes of the Snippets, Spots, Presidents Spot and the Speaker. The “comment” should be handed to the editor at the Tuesday meeting. N.B. It would be greatly appreciated if copy could be sent to the editor, at the latest Wednesday evening, following the Tuesday meeting: FAX: 650 3791 E-mail: holmes@enviro.uct.ac.za 

	Date
	22 July


	29 July
	5 August
	12 August

	Venue
	Kelvin Grove

6.15 for 6.45
	Kelvin Grove

6.15 for 6.45
	Kelvin Grove

6.15 for 6.45
	Kelvin Grove

6.15 for 6.45

	Sergeant
	Septoe
	Smorenburg
	Stead
	Valentine
	

	Attendance
	Jeffrey/

Kornmuller
	Kornmuller/

McCarthy
	McCarthy/

Muggleston
	Muggleston/morkel
	

	Fellowship
	Viljoen
	McCarthy
	Muggleston
	Morkel
	

	Grace
	Bergoff
	Bohlman B
	Bohlman G
	Brown
	

	Intro Speaker
	McCarthy
	Myers
	
	Overmeyer
	

	Speaker
	Andrew Finlayson

Investment markets
	To be announced
	COMMITTEES
	To be announced

	Thank Speaker
	Jeffrey
	Kempthorne
	----
	Kornmuller
	

	Object or Four Way Test & Comment
	Phillips
	Pryor
	Rainier-Pope
	Surve
	

	Ast. Bulletin Editor
	Ress
	Rogers
	Roux
	Selwyn-Smith
	

	Rotaract Club
	
	Dekker/McCarthy
	
	Berghoff/Burdes


Rotaract meetings are held under the Claremont Bridge (Camp Ground Road) on the first and third Tuesday of each month.

Lighthouse duty: if you swap lift duties, please advise Lionel Overmeyer 762-3162

	Lighthouse Club

Transport
	
	
	
	


VOCATIONAL LAUGH

Editor’s note: Researchers/statisticians are the vocations which are the focus of this week’s slightly risqué laugh. Apologies for any offence caused; non intended:

Recent statistical research into happenings in the boudoir has revealed that the so-called doggy style position is by far and away the most common adopted by couples who have been married longer than two to three years: the husband sits up and begs, the wife rolls over and plays dead.

PLEASE SHARE THE CLARION WITH YOUR PARTNER IN ROTARY!
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