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COMMENT  

What is it to be a secretary and especially one in this esteemed club of ours?  Well before I started my first year I was filled with much trepidation. Fortunately, the year (studies and all) was relatively smooth and only a few bumps along the way.  When I went to the training session that was held for secretaries that year, it was said that it would be good idea to do this job for two years. I happened to say to the people around me, you have got to be joking, as I was only planning on doing it for one year. Well the joke is on me as I’m now going into my third year. PP John Ryall is really easy going and unless it was really urgent or something specific was required, I hardly heard from him.  So as the year went on things seemed to get ‘easier’ and it was not nearly as onerous as I expected.

When the end of the year came, PP Alain Huchon asked me to continue as secretary. The good thing this time around was that I was no longer studying, doing assignments and panicking for exams, so I thought what the hell, I’m into the swing of things let keep going.  Well for various reasons this past year was a much busier one. Also I now had a ‘boss’ who phoned at least twice a week. I know I will miss the calls and the question: “Is there anything special for tonight?” It has been an interesting year and one not easily forgotten. I have to say thank you to both John and Alain for the opportunity of being secretary. I know I did not always get to things and that in various areas could probably have done a lot better, so as the saying goes I will try again and improve on the last two years. Thank you to the club for your patience. I hope this year I will get to all that is required.

Rochelle Meyers

Editor’s note: Thanks, Rochelle, for some insights into an often unsung, yet critical portfolio well filled. We wish you well for 2003/2004!

EDITOR’S COMMENT

Taking over Editorship of the Clarion from Chris Rainier-Pope is a hard act to follow. Chris has edited our newsletter with distinction, consistently winning awards, for something like eight years. The Clarion has come to mirror the activities and individual personalities of our Club. In addition, it is a vital source of communication, particularly with regard to forthcoming Rotary events, and the duty roster. Of course, a considerable part of the Clarion’s success is the contribution of news and editorials by members. This makes the Editor’s life far easier. I’d like to appeal to all members to take their Clarion duties as seriously as our previous Editor always took his duties. I’d earnestly appeal to members to submit material electronically, either in the body of an e-mail, or as a file attachment. Failing this, please fax the Editor on 650 3791, but bear in mind that the Club may be charged for typing or retyping your fax! I’d also appreciate receiving material the day after the Tuesday meeting, or by the Thursday at the latest so that the Clarion can be completed and distributed before the weekend. Speaking of distribution, a situation where no copies of the Clarion are printed, and all distribution is electronic, would be ideal. I look forward to maintaining the Clarion as a source of Rotary information which will benefit all our members, and will represent us to others in the District who also share their news and views with us. 

Peter Holmes

APPEAL FROM HENRY SEPTOE

Henry Septoe is still looking for someone to host a Canadian lady librarian. She comes under the auspices of the Rotary Club of Toronto Eglington, our matching grant partner for the Idea Truck and she is on her way to KZN. She arrives on July 14 and leaves on 17 July. Can anyboby assist?

IS YOUR E-MAIL ADDRESS CORRECT?

The new Editor has compiled a new e-mailing list. If you do not receive your Clarion, or if it does not arrive at your preferred address, or if you receive duplicate copies, please e-mail the Editor  holmes@enviro.uct.ac.za and the necessary correction will be made.

SNIPPETS, GLEANINGS AND SPOTS

Chris Rainier-Pope reminisced briefly on his time as Clarion Editor and handed over to President Jeanette the framed certificate which the Clarion received in 2001 as best bulletin. Gerald Ress announced that the name UTHANGO ENTERPRISE PROJECT (translation: kraal; a place of safety, celebration and helping) had been adopted fro our Rotary Centenial Project, and reminded members that Chris Rainier-Pope is the publicity officer for this project and that all communication should go through Chris. Peter Holmes appealed, as new editor of the Clarion, for members to fulfill editorial and contributory obligations by the Thursday following the Tuesday meeting so that the Clarion could be distributed before the weekend. Frank Muggleston reminded members that a pre-conference trip to the Kgalagadi trans-frontier park was planned for 2004; those interested to contact him ASAP.  Debbie Harding informed members that the meetings of 15 and 22 July are membership meetings, club members are urged to invite prospective or potential new members to these meetings.   

ATTENDANCE 1 JULY

36 Rotarians present (approximately 70%). Guests: Gill Victor (Rotaract) and Honorary Rotarian Charles Ford. There were 12 apologies and 4 make ups.

SERGEANT’S SPOT

Sergeant Paul Roux entertained us with pearls of wisdom from small shildren, including interpretations of bedtime stories from a certain six year old before administering some appropriate fines. 
PRESIDENT’S SPOT

President Jeanette Leng welcomed our guests. Jeanette had presented a card and flowers to our newest ex-Rotarian, Alan Germond and his new wife Jane an hour before their wedding on Sunday and had wished them well from the Club. Assistant Governor Manfred Klose will visit us on Tuesday 8 July . Club Directors were requested to outline their Committee aims for the new Rotary year. Jeanette announced a Board meeting for 7 July.   Jeanette mentioned that thwe False Bay Echo had published an interview with her last Thursday. This interview contained details of our Centenial Project. 
DISTURBING NEWS

The latest issue of Time magazine carries a report on the charter document of the Palestinian group Hamas, best known for its suicide bombing campaign during the ongoing intefadah. The charter makes reference, not once, but three times to Free Masons, Rotarians and Lions as “assisting the Zionist cause”. We as Rotarians can therefore assume that Hamas would regard us as opponents, or even enemies. Would we therefore be legitimate targets? I find this extremely sad, given what Rotary is, and what it has always stood for. Perhaps it is naïve to assume that our Organisation should enjoy recognition and respect from all in the global community, but this is the (dangerous) world we live in today.

SOUND ADVICE

In promulgating your esoteric cogitation's or articulating your superficial and sentimentalities and amicable philosophical or psychological observations, beware of platitudinous panderosity. Let your conversational communications possess a clarified conciseness, a compact comprehensibiliness coalescent consistency and a concatenated cogency. Eschew all conglomerations of flatulent garrulity, jejune babblement and asinine affectations. Let your extemporaneous descantings and unpremeditated expatiation's have intelligibility and veracious vivacity without rodomontade or thrasonical bombast. Sedulously avoid all polysyllable profundity, pompous prolixity, psittaceous vivacity, ventriloquial verbosity and magniloquent rapidity. Shun double entendres, previn- ient jacosity and pestifereous profanity, observant or apparent. In other words, talk plainly, briefly, naturally, sensibly, truthfully, purely, keep from slang, don't put on airs, say what you mean, mean what you say and DON'T USE BIG WORDS.

POSTIVE BEADWORK PROJECT

Spare a thought for the Positive Beadwork Project www.kidzpositive.org which was promoted by Paul Roux at our last meeting. The project is seeking markets for its beadwork products, some examples of which were displayed by Paul. The reange is by no meansd limited to small South African flags. Speak to Paul for more information regarding this most worth-while venture, or go to the above web site.

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

Happy birthday to Mark Lancaster (8 July) and Paul Lee (9 July).

Congratulations to John and Nancy Burdes on their wedding anniversary (13 July).

DUTY ROSTER
If you wish to change or swap duties- PLEASE INFORM our new Master Sergeant Lionel Morkel: 696 4898 Will those who are down to do the Comment, please have a copy of the “The Object of Rotary” which is available in the Club Directory. The Assistant Editor should see that they come prepared on the evening and take notes of the Snippets, Spots, Presidents Spot and the Speaker. The “comment” should be handed to the editor at the Tuesday meeting. N.B. It would be greatly appreciated if copy could be sent to the editor, at the latest Wednesday evening, following the Tuesday meeting: FAX: 650 3791 E-mail: holmes@enviro.uct.ac.za 

	Date
	8 July
	15 July
	22 July


	29 July

	Venue
	Kelvin Grove

6.15 for 6.45
	Kelvin Grove

6.15 for 6.45
	Kelvin Grove

6.15 for 6.45
	Kelvin Grove

6.15 for 6.45

	Sergeant
	Ryall
	Selwyn-Smith
	Septoe
	Smorenburg
	

	Attendance
	Holmes/Jeffrey
	Holmes/Jeffrey
	Jeffrey/

Kornmuller
	Kornmuller/

McCarthy
	

	Fellowship
	Valentine
	Viljoen
	Viljoen
	McCarthy
	

	Grace
	Willis
	Baard
	Bergoff
	Bohlman B
	

	Intro Speaker
	Kornmuller
	Lancaster
	McCarthy
	Myers
	

	Speaker
	AG Manfred Klose visitation
	Lyndon Booth 

Parliament in SA today
	Andrew Finlayson

Investment markets
	To be announced

	Thank Speaker
	du Plessis
	Kornmuller
	Jeffrey
	Kempthorne
	

	Object or Four Way Test & Comment
	Overmeyer
	Parlabean
	Phillips
	Pryor
	

	Ast. Bulletin Editor
	Pryor
	Rainier-Pope
	Ress
	Rogers
	

	Rotaract Club
	
	de Groot
	
	Dekker/McCarthy


Rotaract meetings are held under the Claremont Bridge (Camp Ground Road) on the first and third Tuesday of each month.

Lighthouse duty: if you swap lift duties, please advise Lionel Overmeyer 762-3162

	Lighthouse Club

Transport
	
	17 July

Kornmuller/

       Lancaster/

       McCarthy
	
	


VOCATIONAL LAUGH

Editors note: As Rotary is an organisation which emphasises individual vocations, it is appropriate that not only lawyers and doctors should bear the brunt when it comes to humour.  The Editor welcomes jokes around the topic of vocation, and will attempt to run a series of these. This week’s offering: 

At a party a young banker was introduced to an attractive girl. Immediately, he began paying her court and flattering her outrageously. The girl liked the young man, but she was taken a bit aback by his fast advances. She was amazed when after 30 minutes he seriously proposed marriage. "Look," she said. "We only met a half hour ago. How can you be so sure? We know nothing about each other." "You're wrong," the young man declared. "For the past five years I've been working at the bank where your father keeps his accounts."
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